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The Church at Martinsburg 
Secure: Certainties from 1 John 
Love and Assurance (1 John 3:11-24)  
June 1, 2014 
 
MAIN POINT 
 
Over and over the Apostle John leads his readers to evaluate the certainty of their 
relationship with God. On the heels of encouraging holiness and obedience now John 
reminds his "little children" love for one another is a fruit of an individual's relationship with 
God. He shares what love is not (I John 3:10b-15), what love is (I John 3:16-18), and what 
love does for believers (I John 3:19-24). The love that God brings in our lives through 
Jesus establishes love in our lives for others...and that love is evidence of God's work in 
our lives. The absence of love toward others is a demonstration of the absence of God's 
love in us. Our actions do not secure our assurance, but they do demonstrate it!  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 
These questions serve as conversation starters. 
 

1. Share some of your thoughts or insights from last weeks message. What 
challenged you, encouraged you, or ministered to you? 
 

2. What are some ways people who claim to love you demonstrate that they truly do 
love you? 
 

3. What are some ways you demonstrate to others that you love them?  
 

4. Married couples: How do you demonstrate your love for your spouse? Everyone: 
How do you demonstrate love toward your family? Your neighbors? Your 
coworkers? Your fellow Christians? 

 
READING 
 
Have a volunteer read 1 John 3:11-24. 
 

11“For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another. 12We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his 
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's 
righteous. 13Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14We know that we 
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have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love 
abides in death. 15Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and ewe ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18Little children, 
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 
20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 
22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do 
what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his 
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit whom he has given us.” 
 
UNDERSTANDING 
 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means. 
 

1. What is the message these Christians “heard from the beginning”? Consider vs. 11. 
Also see John 13:34-35.  
 

2. According to vs. 12-15, how does John describe what love is not? Why does the 
world “hate” us? 
 

3. Read vs. 16. How do Christians know what love is? Why should a Christian be 
obligated to love others? Consider Hebrews 13:1; 1 John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 
Ephesians 2:13; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:25-27, 29. 

 
4. From vs. 17, how can a lack of concern and love for others demonstrate that the 

love of God may not really be in us? Consider other verses like 1 John 2:15-17; 
James 2:15-16, 4:4. 

 
5. How do Christians love in both “deed and in truth”? What are the differences 

between “word or talk” and “deed and truth”? See vs. 18. 
 

6. According to vs. 23, what is the commandment that we’ve received that “pleases 
him” (vs. 22)? 

 
7. How do Christians know God abides in them? What is the significance of John’s 

command of abiding? See 1 John 2:28; John 15:1-11. 
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APPLICATION 
 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 
 

1. Do you love the people of God? (not “do you feel well disposed toward them?”) Do 
you actually and actively love them? Do you use your hands for them? Your 
money? Your lips? (Question by Pastor Mark Dever, Capitol Hill Baptist Church) 
 

2. Does love for God, love for his church, and love for those who don’t know him 
characterize you? If not, why is that? Take time to honestly reflect on how Scripture, 
as demonstrated by your life, would characterize you.  

 
3. How would you or others characterize you? Short tempered? Quick to harboring 

bitterness? Unforgiving? What response should properly characterize someone who 
has known the love of God? See 1 John 3:16, 18. 

 
PRAY 
 
As you pray with your group, consider praying for the following things: 
 

• Your group would live out 1 John 3:16, that they’d “lay down [their] lives for the 
brothers.” Pray your group would be sacrificial lovers of God and people. 
 

• They would regularly consider and practice 3:23: “believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he has commanded us.” Pray there 
would be a greater gospel centrality in their lives. 

 
• That your group members would continue (or begin) to abide in God (John 15:1-11) 

and rest secure knowing that Spirit abides in them (1 John 3:24). 
 

• Greater assurance of their salvation as they demonstrate it through loving God, 
abiding in him, and loving one another. 

 
• Any personal prayer requests shared in the group meeting in previous meetings or 

the current meeting. 
 
WEEKLY UPDATE 
 
Remind your group of some of the important things coming up for the church. 
 

• Member’s Gathering: We’ve got a Member’s Gathering coming up on June 22. 
We’ll spend time in fellowship with one another and going over some information 
related to our faith family and the upcoming transition as we move to 50 Monroe 
Street. 
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• Baptism Celebration: Our next baptism celebration is on 7/20. If you have group 
members who have yet to be baptized, you’ve got plenty of time to have the 
conversations to encourage your members to get baptized. They can register at 
baptism.martinsburgchurch.org. 

 
FOLLOW-UP 
 
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email, text, etc. to your group with 
some or all of the following: 
 

• A note of encouragement, following up on any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering. 
 

• Encourage individual members of your group with specific passages of scripture 
that deal with something they might be experiencing.  
 

• A challenge to memorize 1 John 3:11, 16, 18, 20, & 23. 
 

• A reminder to pray for the requests made during your group time. 
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COMMENTARY1 
 
1 John 3:11-24 
 
3:11. John begins his exposition of genuine love of fellow believers as the mark of those who 
belong to the truth by reminding his readers this is the message that you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another. 
 
3:12. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. John 
has in mind Genesis 4:1-25, the account of Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam and Eve. Cain was 
angry because his offering was not accepted because he was an evildoer.  
 
3:13. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. This warning comes as 
something of a surprise, following as it does the author’s stress in the previous verses on the 
mutual love that should exist between believers. John’s warning concerning the hatred of the world 
is probably best interpreted in terms of the opposition of the Gnostics toward those from whom they 
separated themselves, that is, John’s readers. 
 
3:14. We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. 
Whoever does not love abides in death. The mark is the same, the love fellow believers, but the 
status of those who love is described differently. As far as John is concerned, the Gnostics, by their 
lack of love for the members of the Christian community, show that they have never really passed 
from death to life. They remain in death, they do not know God, and they do not experience the 
eternal life which knowledge of God entails. 
 
3:15. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. The purpose of this whole verse appears to be to heighten the force of 
what was said in verse 14, that is, that anyone who does not love abides in death; such a person is 
like a murderer, and those consumed with murderous intents clearly do not have eternal life abiding 
in them.  
 
3:16. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us. The readers are people who know 
what love is because they know that Jesus Christ laid down his life for them. The sort of love 
exemplified in Christ’s death is love, which expends itself in the interests of others. When the 
author speaks of Christ laying down his life for us, he is almost certainly picking up the teaching of 
Jesus as it is presented in the Fourth Gospel. There, Jesus speaks of himself as the Good 
Shepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep (John 10:11, 15). Hey lays it down of his accord; no 
one takes it from him (John 10:17-18). The corollary to Christ laying down his life down for us is 
that we ought to lay down out lives for the brothers. “This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have love you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you” (John 15:12-14). As Christ loved 
us and laid down his life for us, so we must o for one another.  
 
3:17-18. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his 
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? In the light of Christ’s self-giving love for 
them, John says, they should not closer their hearts toward fellow believers in material need. In 
fact, they cannot close their hearts to them and still rightly claim that the love of God remains in 
them. Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. They must not 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Adapted from Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John and John R. W. Stott’s, The Letters of John. 
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just talk about love but must practice it, and in this context that means using their own resources to 
relieve the needs of others. To love “in truth” here means to love truly, as distinct from loving in 
word only. It is synonymous with loving in action in this context. 
 
3:19-20. By this we shall know that we are of the truth. John is reinforcing the exhortation to his 
readers not to close their hearts towards their fellow believers in need: they will know they belong 
to the truth when their love finds practical expression in helping those in need. Sometimes the 
accusations of our “conscience” will be true accusations, and sometimes they will false, inspired by 
the accuser of our brothers (Rev. 12:10). In either case, the inner voice is not to overcome us. 
Rather, we are to reassure our hearts before him. For whenever our heart condemns us, God 
is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. We can appeal from our conscience to 
God, who is greater and more knowledgeable. Indeed, he knows everything, including our secret 
motives and deepest resolves, and, it is implied, will be more merciful towards us than our own 
heart. is omniscience should relieve, not terrify, us (Ps. 103:14; John 21:17). So it is knowledge of 
our sincere love for others and supremely God’s knowledge of our thoughts and motives that quiets 
our condemning hearts. 
 
3:21-22. John turns from the curse of a condemning heart to how to reassure it. The blessing is 
namely a communion with God. The second blessing of a condemning heart is that we have 
confidence not only to enjoy access to him in prayer, but to receive answers from him too.  
 
3:23. God’s fundamental command to human beings is “to believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ.” To believe in the name is the same as believing in the person. To believe in the name of 
Jesus Christ involved total commitment and obedience to him. There can be no obedience of God’s 
commands if there is no love for one another.  
 
3:24. Those who believe in God’s Son and love one another as he commanded them are those 
who truly live in God and God in them. It is the new and very real spiritual existence that believers 
enjoy, and this is affected through the agency of the Spirit. And by this we know that he abides 
in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. We know God lives in us because we have believed 
the testimony of the Spirit (whom God gave us) concerning his Son Jesus Christ. 


