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Series Summary 
 
Joseph’s life provides one of the most colorful narratives in the book of Genesis. Surprisingly, 
beyond the initial mention we don’t hear much else from his life, except a couple quick hits in 
the New Testament. He’s altogether different than Abraham, Moses, Isaac, and Jacob, yet 
he’s very much like you and me. His story is one of sibling rivalry, betrayal, suffering, despair, 
faithfulness, restoration, and a future hope. Many remember his story with a bent toward 
moralism, but there’s so much more! Joseph’s great hope didn’t reside in provision, 
deliverance, making right decisions, or being good enough. No, Joseph was reaching for 
something much richer and deeper. He knew the story of a people from whom will come a 
Savior, through whom will come redemption! 
 
Sermon Summary and Outline 
 
Week 4 - Prevailing Providence (Genesis 42-44)  
(Reading 42:1-11; 43:1-10) 
Old habits die hard for just about everyone. Jacob continues to pick favorites even after his 
family has been plummeted into turmoil as a result of his favoritism. As the patriarch’s family 
faces a severe famine he dispatches his sons to find food and supplies. Word has gotten out 
that Egypt has more than enough food for themselves and those surrounding them. God has 
given to them while there’s no food in the “promised land”. Certainly questions rise about 
God’s care, God’s sovereignty, and God’s ability.  
 
As Jacob works through the season of famine both Joseph and Judah undergo significant 
changes and growth. Life has, at some points for both of them, dealt them a bitter blow, but 
God’s grace and presence has changed them from who they were in Genesis 37 to men who 
provide and protect!  
 
The story begins to take shape around the goodness of God and the plan he’s unfolding for 
his greatest work and greatest promise which is to come!  
 
Outline 

• Jacob - A Season of Famine 
• Joseph - A Season of Testing 
• Judah - A Season of Transformation 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Group Guide 
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Scripture Passage 
Have a volunteer read Genesis 42:1-11; 43:1-10. 
 
Genesis 42:1-11 
1When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you 
look at one another?” 2And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. 
Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” 3So ten of Joseph's 
brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's 
brother, with his brothers, for he feared that harm might happen to him. 5Thus the sons of 
Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 
 
6Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the 
land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the 
ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers 
and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of 
Canaan, to buy food.” 8And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 
9And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to them, 
“You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land.” 10They said to him, “No, 
my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11We are all sons of one man. We are honest 
men. Your servants have never been spies.” 
 
Genesis 43:1-10 
1Now the famine was severe in the land. 2And when they had eaten the grain that they had 
brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.” 3But Judah said 
to him, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother 
is with you.’ 4If you will send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. 5But if 
you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face, 
unless your brother is with you.’” 6Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the 
man that you had another brother?” 7They replied, “The man questioned us carefully about 
ourselves and our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ 
What we told him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way know that he would 
say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 8And Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy with me, 
and we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little 
ones. 9I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If I do not bring 
him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10If we had not 
delayed, we would now have returned twice.” 
 
Discussion Questions 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means. 
 

1. Why was Jacob hesitant to send Benjamin with the other 10 brothers to Egypt? Do you 
think after all these years Jacob suspected something questionable had happened to 
Joseph? 
 

2. What’s the significance of the narrator using the name “Jacob” in chapter 42 and using 
the name “Israel” in chapter 43? Do you see a theme of transformation taking place in 
the lives of Jacob, Joseph, and Judah? If so, what’s happening?  
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3. How do you feel about Judah taking a more prominent role in chapter 44 after what we 
learned about him in chapter 38? What does that teach us about our past, our present, 
and God’s ability to work through us?  
 

4. Judah makes a pledge to his faith, a plea to Joseph, and offers himself as a pardon for 
Benjamin. Who else does something similar in Scripture? Why is action of Judah so 
significant in the overall story of redemption?  
 

5. What is substitutionary atonement? Why is it so significant here in Genesis 44:32-43 
and why is it so significant for us today? 

 
Prayer 
As you pray with your group, consider praying for the following things: 
 

• Any personal requests. Pray for the personal requests that may have been shared in 
your group. 
 

• Greater faithfulness and trust. In the midst of trials, suffering, and challenges, pray that 
your group and our church would be faithful in trusting the Lord who is sovereign and 
good to provide for and care for his people.  

 
• Pray to take your every thought captive to Christ and his word (1 Cor. 10:4-5; Col. 

3:16). 
 

• Pray to rest in God’s sovereignty (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28-30) in all of life. 
 
Weekly Scriptures 
Encourage your group members to consistently read Scripture. The daily Scripture reading 
plan from the church is be a helpful place to start. 

   
Monday: Genesis 41 
Tuesday: Genesis 42 
Wednesday: Genesis 43  

Thursday: Genesis 44 
Friday: Genesis 45 
Saturday: Genesis 46

Weekly Update 
Remind your group of some of the important things coming up for the church. 
 

• One Sacred Effort. This Advent, the Church at Martinsburg is partnering with more 
than 50,000 churches to participate in One Sacred Effort, a missions funding effort 
to bring the gospel to the nations. Through One Sacred Effort, the International 
Mission Board will receive its largest potion of their annual funding. 

 
Pray and consider how you can be strategically generous to mobilize and send 
missionaries all across the world with the gospel. For more information, visit 
www.martinsburgchurch.org or www.imb.org.  
 

• Living Sent. As progress continues to be made over at 50 Monroe, encourage 
those in your group who may not be a part of Living Sent to jump in and get 
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involved by giving to Living Sent and volunteering! Remind them to visit the Living 
Sent kiosk on Sunday mornings or to go to www.martinsburgchurch.org/livingsent. 

 
Follow-up 
Midway through this week, send a follow-up email, text, etc. to your group with some or all 
of the following: 
 

• A note of encouragement, following up on any specific prayer requests mentioned 
during your group gathering. 
 

• Encourage individual members of your group with specific passages of scripture 
that deal with something they might be experiencing.  
 

• Encourage your group members to continue reading through the narrative of 
Joseph’s life. Challenge them to write down the things they’re learning as they read 
and re-read through Genesis 37-50. 
 

• A reminder to pray for the requests made during your group time. 
 
Commentary for Genesis 42-441 
 
Genesis 42 
As famine consumed the land, Joseph’s father, Jacob, encountered the same decision his 
grandfather, Abraham, faced so many years before: either purchase food in Egypt or 
starve in the land of promise (see Gen 12:10). But unlike Abraham, Jacob did not solve the 
dilemma by moving his entire household to Egypt. Perhaps remembering God’s warning to 
Isaac against traveling to Egypt during a time of famine (Gen 26:1–2), Jacob sent 10 of his 
11 sons to buy grain in Egypt and bring it back to Canaan (Gen 42:2). 
 

Quick Bit  
In Genesis, Egypt often symbolizes separation from God—a land outside of God’s 
plan for His chosen people. In Genesis 12, Abraham’s journey to Egypt seems to 
involve his turning from the promised land just after having arrived there. God 
intervenes to thwart Isaac’s plan to leave Canaan for Egypt because of famine (Gen 
26:1–2). These stories anticipate the bondage Israel will endure at Egyptian hands. 
After the Israelites endure the exodus, it becomes imperative to God’s people to 
avoid Egypt at all costs (Deut 17:16; 28:68; Exod 14:13; Jer 42:15–19). Yet, in 
Joseph’s story, God uses Egypt as the means to sustain His people through famine. 

 
Still haunted by the loss of Joseph, Jacob kept Benjamin, his youngest son (and Joseph’s 
full brother), home with him because he “feared harm would come to him” (Gen 42:4). As 
Rachel’s second son, Benjamin ascended to the position of favorite after Jacob’s loss of 
Joseph. Yet Jacob’s concern for Benjamin’s safety was excessive. Benjamin was likely in 
his twenties at this point—older than Joseph was when Jacob sent him unaccompanied to 
find his brothers (Gen 37:2, 13) tending flocks in Dothan. Nonetheless Jacob responded to 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 This commentary is from Joseph: Understanding God’s Purpose (Studies in Faithful Living) by D.R. Brown, 
M. Custis, D, Mangum, and M.M. Whitehead. 
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the loss of Joseph by restricting Benjamin’s freedom. Afraid of losing his last connection to 
Rachel, he would not allow his youngest son out of his immediate care. 
 
In Genesis 37, Jacob sent Joseph to find his brothers, which eventually resulted in 
Joseph’s enslavement (Gen 37:12–14). Now, in sending his sons to Egypt, Jacob 
unknowingly sends them to Joseph. Undoubtedly the 10 brothers were among a much 
larger group making the journey to Egypt in search of relief from the famine. Joseph’s 
brothers were 10 anonymous faces in a ceaseless stream of foreigners seeking food. 
When they stood before the official responsible for the food supplies in Egypt, they 
unwittingly stood before Joseph. They bowed to the ground out of desperation and respect 
for the official and power over their lives (Gen 42:6). But even after 20 years, Joseph 
recognized them immediately. Understanding their actions as a sign of total submission 
and deference, he undoubtedly knew that his first dream was being fulfilled in that moment 
(Gen 37:5–8; 42:9). 
 
In that dream, Joseph and his brothers were harvesting grain when their sheaves bowed 
down to his (Gen 37:7). Now it was grain that brought his brothers to Egypt to bow before 
him, grain that he possessed and they so desperately needed. They bowed in recognition 
of his office, but they failed to recognize him, and he “pretended to be a stranger to them” 
(Gen 42:7). After 20 years, the same men who engineered his descent into slavery and 
isolation stood before him, vulnerable and dependent on him for survival. 
 
Joseph initially responded by speaking roughly to them, interrogating them about their 
origins and accusing them of being spies (Gen 42:7, 9). The narrative does not disclose 
his motives for this behavior—whether he acted befitting his office so as not to lose face in 
front of his Egyptian subjects, whether he intends to take revenge against his brothers, or 
whether he is prepared for the moment in which he would revel in his dream coming true. 
 
The scene is heavy with irony due to the reversal of fortune: The men bowing before him 
sold him into slavery, but their evil intentions led him to this position of great power—a 
position that can save them or destroy them. As a young man, Joseph was subject to his 
brothers’ power and harsh treatment; now they are subject to his. Most of the trials Joseph 
inflicts on his brothers in Gen 42–44 parallel their treatment of him in Gen 37. Joseph fell 
victim to his brothers’ revenge in Gen 37:13 after previously giving a “bad report” to Jacob 
about them (Gen 37:2). Now Joseph turns the tables, accusing them of being spies. 
 
The irony grows as the brothers protest that they are “honest men” and Joseph’s 
“servants” (Gen 42:11). The last time we saw the brothers, they were deceiving their father 
about Joseph’s fate—convincing him that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal (Gen 
37:31–33). Now they appeal to their honest character in a desperate effort to exonerate 
themselves. Joseph ignores their pleas and repeats the accusation (Gen 42:14). To the 
other Egyptians present, Joseph’s suspicion would not have appeared unusual, as 
Egyptians distrusted Canaanites and considered them to be uncivilized and untrustworthy 
(see “Setting the Stage”). They would have considered it completely reasonable to suspect 
that the brothers were scouting the storehouse for a raid. Joseph played on this distrust to 
put his brothers on edge. 
 
In an attempt to prove their honesty, the brothers recount their family history—only this 
time they tell the truth. In fact, they offer Joseph more details than necessary to explain 
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why only 10 of Jacob’s 12 sons are present: The youngest remains at home, and the 12th 
is gone (Gen 42:13). Later, their father will scold them for this, asking, “Why did you bring 
trouble to me by telling the man you still had a brother?” (Gen 43:6). Once more we see 
the irony of the scene as these “honest men” are again dishonest. They volunteer this 
information to Joseph, but upon recounting the events to their father, they claim that the 
Egyptian official forced them to divulge the detail by asking specifically about their father 
and whether they had any other brothers (Gen 43:7). 
 
The extra detail provides Joseph with the basis for his test: He demands that the youngest 
brother appear before him to verify their account (Gen 42:15). Since Joseph knows they 
are telling the truth about their father having 12 sons, this ruse seems designed both to 
verify Benjamin’s well-being and to test the brothers’ concern for one of their own. Knowing 
how brutally they had treated him when he was Jacob’s favorite, Joseph may have 
doubted their explanation of Benjamin’s absence. Ultimately, he wanted to see Benjamin 
with his own eyes. 
 
Joseph initially demanded that one brother fetch the youngest while the others remained in 
Egyptian custody (Gen 42:15–16). After holding the brothers for three days, he changed 
the plan. He required that only one brother remain in custody while the other nine returned 
with grain for their families. They were then to return with Benjamin to prove their honesty 
or else suffer death (Gen 42:19–20). 
 
Hearing this, the brothers began to talk among themselves, assuming that Joseph could 
not understand them. Even though 20 years had passed since they sold Joseph into 
slavery, the brothers immediately connected their present plight with their past behavior, 
agonizing over how they ignored Joseph’s pleas for mercy when they sold him (Gen 
42:21). Reuben reminded them that he warned them against harming Joseph, and that 
they had failed to listen (Gen 42:22). Throughout their exchange, Joseph watched and 
listened until, overwhelmed by their admission of guilt, he turned to weep (Gen 42:23–24). 
After composing himself, he returned and chose Simeon to be imprisoned. He would only 
release Simeon after they returned with Benjamin to prove their story was true. 
 
Here again we see a reversal between Joseph’s treatment of his brothers and their earlier 
treatment of him. Decades before the brothers could have killed Joseph—and initially they 
intended to do so. Now, with all but Simeon released, Joseph would expose their true 
character through this test. Would they abandon Simeon to slavery and imprisonment as 
they had abandoned him? 
 
Although Joseph claimed to be testing his brothers’ honesty (Gen 42:15), his actions here 
can be interpreted two ways since the narrative does not provide a clear motive. Was 
Joseph simply testing his brothers’ character to see if they had changed? Or was he taking 
revenge on his brothers by causing them distress? When he slips his money into his 
brother’s bags before they leave for Canaan, did he act out of generosity or a sadistic 
desire to terrify them further (Gen 42:25)? The brothers failed to notice this unexpected 
refund until they were at least a day into their journey home. They panicked at the 
discovery, interpreting their misfortune as further retribution for their sins against Joseph 
(Gen 42:27–28). They react with a trembling cry: “What is this that God has done to us?” 
Surely they had committed other sins, but their treatment of Joseph loomed large in their 
collective conscience beyond forgiveness. 
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Joseph’s brothers trudged home, laden with the knowledge that they must report to their 
father what had happened. Their tale parallels Gen 37, which also ends with the brothers 
telling Jacob of the tragic fate of his son (Gen 37:32). This time, however, the fate of two 
sons—not just one—hangs in the balance. As they concluded their report, it seemed that 
Simeon was as good as lost (Gen 42:29–34). Despite the request of the Egyptian official, 
Jacob flatly refused to part with Benjamin (Gen 42:36). Now he had lost two sons—Joseph 
and Simeon. He would not give up another, regardless of the circumstances. Even after 
Reuben attempted to offer a guarantee—the lives of his own two sons if he failed to return 
with Benjamin alive—Jacob still refused to allow his youngest son to travel to Egypt (Gen 
42:37–38). Jacob understood that his decision condemned Simeon to imprisonment and 
slavery, but the alternative—losing Benjamin forever—was unthinkable. 
 
Genesis 43-44 
By this point, the famine affecting Egypt and the surrounding regions had progressed for 
two years (see Gen 45:6). Knowing what they faced when they ran out of grain, we can 
imagine Joseph’s brothers tried to stretch the final crumbs they had brought back from 
Egypt. They had a unique reason for wanting the famine to end. Joseph knew from his 
dream that his storehouses would need to last for another five years. He also knew that his 
brothers would soon run out of grain, and he likely expected their return. 
 
Concerned for the survival of his family, Jacob recognized that his sons must return again 
to Egypt for food (Gen 43:2). But when he instructed them to go, they resisted. Wary of 
angering the Egyptian official further, they were unwilling to return without Benjamin. Judah 
spoke for the brothers from this point onward and explained, “The man solemnly 
admonished us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is with you’ ” (Gen 
43:3). Jacob then shifted the blame for this predicament to Judah and the remaining 
brothers, asking why they had even mentioned Benjamin (Gen 43:6). 
 
The brothers defended themselves: Joseph specifically asked about their father and 
whether they had other brothers (Gen 43:7). This seems to contradict Gen 42, which 
shows the brothers voluntarily offering this unsolicited information in an attempt to 
convince Joseph of their identity (see especially Gen 42:12–14). The brothers may have 
been lying to Jacob about the nature of Joseph’s inquiry. However, it’s more likely that Gen 
42 simply presents a summary of the conversation that took place in Egypt. In fact, 
Genesis 44:19–20 also references Joseph’s specific questioning, making it likely that the 
earlier account simply excluded this detail. 
 
In a final attempt to placate their father, Judah vowed to be personally responsible for any 
harm that might come to Benjamin (Gen 43:9). He knew that they had no other option. 
Without additional food from Egypt, all of them—including Benjamin—would die of 
starvation (Gen 43:8). Judah’s response to his father hints at a growing sense of irritation: 
“If we had not delayed, we would now have returned twice” (Gen 43:10 ESV). 
 
After this back and forth, Jacob reluctantly agreed to let Benjamin go along. To ensure 
Benjamin’s safety, he prepared a gift of the “choice fruits of the land” for the brothers to 
take to Joseph (Gen 43:11 ESV). But the brothers faced an additional dilemma: On the 
return from their previous journey, they were astonished to discover that the money they 
had brought for the grain was still in their sacks (Gen 42:28, 35). Surely the Egyptian 
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official—who still held their brother, Simeon—would hold them responsible for this 
oversight. To prevent this, Jacob instructed his sons to bring twice the original amount 
(Gen 43:12). 
 
Upon arriving in Egypt, the brothers received an invitation to dine with Joseph in his house 
(Gen 43:16). They became anxious immediately—an understandable reaction, considering 
that Joseph had previously accused them of being spies and had imprisoned them for 
three days. From the thousands of travelers who came to Egypt to buy food, they alone 
were invited—or sequestered—in Joseph’s private residence. They instantly assumed that 
the Egyptian official would punish them because of the money left in their sacks on their 
previous visit (Gen 43:18). 
 
Although they could not explain how the money came to be there, the brothers were 
desperate to exonerate themselves. They didn’t wait to be questioned. They preemptively 
explained to Joseph’s servant how they had found the money on their return trip (Gen 
43:19–22). The servant responded encouragingly, stating, “Peace to you; do not be afraid” 
(Gen 43:23). He then attributed the money to God’s work, and released Simeon from 
prison to join them. 
 

Quick Bit  
The Hebrew word shalom can mean more than simply “peace.” It often refers to a 
completeness or wholeness, and can also indicate prosperity or something 
favorable. The term appears several times in Joseph’s story. When Jacob asks 
Joseph to check on his brothers, he literally asks him to “Go, see the peace 
(shalom) of your brothers” (Gen 37:14). When Joseph speaks to his brothers, he 
asks them about the shalom or well-being of their father (Gen 43:27). 

 
When Joseph finally joined them, the brothers again paid homage to him and presented 
him with the gifts Jacob had sent (Gen 43:26; see also Gen 42:6). Joseph’s initial inquiries 
show his concern for his father. The two years of severe famine could have easily meant 
death for an elderly person. Aware that Jacob could have passed away since the brothers’ 
previous journey, Joseph first asked if their father, Jacob, was still alive (Gen 43:27). After 
receiving their reassurances, his focus shifted to Benjamin (Gen 43:29). Upon seeing his 
only full brother for the first time in more than 20 years, Joseph became overwhelmed with 
emotion and quickly left the room to weep in private (Gen 43:30). 
 
Joseph soon recovered enough to resume his initial purpose for inviting his brothers to 
dinner: to test them. The brothers received their first surprise as they sat down for the 
meal. Dining separately from Joseph (who was served alone due to his status) and the 
Egyptians (who ate separately because they viewed the Canaanites as inferior), the 
brothers were shocked to discover that Joseph had seated them exactly according to age 
(Gen 43:32–33). Since they were grown men, it would have been difficult for an impartial 
observer to correctly guess their birth order. Joseph, of course, was no impartial observer. 
 
Joseph’s next test arrived along with the food. Benjamin, the favored son, was served five 
times as much food as the other brothers (Gen 43:34). While Joseph may have given 
Benjamin more food because of his feelings toward his younger brother, he was more 
likely testing his brothers’ reaction. When Joseph held the role of favored son, the brothers 
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reacted to the favoritism by selling him into slavery. Now Joseph was probably curious 
whether they would react similarly here. 
 
After the meal, Joseph prepared a final test for his brothers, ordering his silver cup to be 
hidden in Benjamin’s sack (Gen 44:1–2). Again, he designed this ruse to test his brothers’ 
attitudes. Upon discovering the cup in Benjamin’s sack, would they turn on their youngest 
brother to preserve their own lives? 
 
We can imagine the brothers were probably quite relieved the next morning as they 
prepared to return home. Yet their departure was interrupted by Joseph’s servant, who 
intercepted them and accused them of stealing from Joseph. Oblivious to the cup nestled 
in Benjamin’s food bag, the brothers immediately denied the accusation (Gen 44:6–8). 
Confident in their innocence, they declared that whoever was found with it should die (Gen 
44:9). As if to intentionally draw out the suspense, Joseph’s servant searched their sacks, 
beginning with the oldest. As each successive brother was found to be innocent, their 
apprehension diminished. The glint of silver that appeared beneath the opening of 
Benjamin’s bag would have likely turned their blood cold (Gen 44:11–12). 
 
The brothers returned to Joseph and fell before him (Gen 44:14), but Joseph did nothing to 
relieve their fears. He angrily demanded that they account for their actions, implying that 
his powers of divination alerted him to their theft (Gen 44:15; see “Setting the Stage”). To 
his surprise, Judah immediately claimed their guilt, despite their innocence regarding the 
cup (Gen 44:16). Judah may have been simply acknowledging that the cup was found in 
their sacks, or perhaps he was expressing his conviction that God was finally punishing 
them for selling Joseph as a slave. Either way, Judah’s admission of guilt indicates the 
precariousness of their situation. 
 
The final stage of Joseph’s test offered his brothers an easy escape: He would hold 
responsible only the individual in whose bag the cup was found; everyone else was free to 
go. It would have been tempting for the brothers to leave Benjamin and return home. Just 
as they profited from selling Joseph into slavery (Gen 37:26–28), they could have 
preserved their lives, taken their money and food to Canaan, and left Benjamin to live the 
remainder of his life as a slave to the Egyptian ruler. 
 
Yet the brothers were changed men. Judah—in the longest speech found in Genesis—
drew near to Joseph and delivered an impassioned plea explaining Benjamin’s importance 
to their father, Jacob’s reluctance to let Benjamin journey to Egypt, and his own pledge to 
protect Benjamin (Gen 44:18–29). Refusing to act out of self-interest and leave Benjamin 
behind, Judah’s speech proved a change of character on the part of the brothers. 
 
Judah’s speech dramatically culminates in his offering to take Benjamin’s place (Gen 
44:33). He was willing to follow through on his pledge to protect Benjamin, even if it cost 
him his freedom. As Victor Hamilton notes, “He who once callously engineered the selling 
of Joseph to strangers out of envy and anger is now willing to become Joseph’s slave so 
that the rest of his brothers, and especially Benjamin, may be freed and allowed to return 
to Canaan to rejoin their father.” 
 
The brothers’ response to the test convinced Joseph that they had changed. Years ago 
when they had sold him into slavery, the brothers had shown no regard for their father’s 
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feelings. Now their father’s welfare is their chief concern. This transformation was exactly 
what Joseph had been hoping for. As the next chapter shows, he becomes overwhelmed 
with emotion by Judah’s words and can no longer conceal his identity from his brothers 
(Gen 45:1–3). 
 
Recommended Reading  
Read the following article(s) for additional help to put the sermon’s passage into practice. 
 
Joseph: His Role in a Bigger Story2 
By John MacArthur 
 
Joseph’s sudden and shocking promotion to the right hand of Pharaoh was neither karma 
nor compensation. The betrayal of his brothers, the indignity of slavery, and the injustice of 
his imprisonment were all experiences ordained by God in preparation for a monumental 
rescue operation. 
 
Abundant Blessing 
During Egypt’s seven years of abundance, Joseph was busy organizing the collection and 
storage of grain in all the cities throughout Egypt. His efforts were so successful that it 
became impossible to keep an accurate count of the entire supply. 
 
It was also during this time that Joseph got married and started a family. Joseph declared 
God’s goodness to him in the names of his two sons. He named his firstborn Manasseh, 
which means forgetful. Joseph explained that the name meant, “God has made me forget 
all my trouble and all my father’s household” (Genesis 41:51). He named his younger son 
Ephraim, meaning fruitful. Again he explained, “God has made me fruitful in the land of my 
affliction” (Genesis 41:52). 
 
God at the Center 
Despite all that Joseph endured, God was still at the center of his thinking. The Lord 
enabled him to put the pain of his past behind him and to enjoy blessings in the very place 
where he had endured so many trials. Though Egypt was about to experience a great 
famine, Joseph was enjoying great abundance. 
 
When the good years of harvest ended and the famine began, Joseph’s diligent 
preparations paid off. Not only were the Egyptians spared from mass starvation, but 
multitudes of people suffering famine in the surrounding regions came to Egypt to buy food 
(Genesis 41:57)—including Joseph’s brothers. Twenty years after they sold their brother 
into slavery, Jacob’s ten oldest sons made the same trek to Egypt that Joseph had been 
forced to make long ago. 
 
God had allowed Joseph to endure so much so that, through his efforts, Jacob’s family 
might be rescued from famine and brought to a place where they could grow into a large 
nation. It was all part of fulfilling the promise the Lord made with Abraham three 
generations earlier (cf. Genesis 15:13–14). In an ironic turn of divine providence, Joseph’s 
brothers came to Egypt in order to avoid death and would be rescued by the very person 
they sought to kill two decades earlier. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2 Taken from the “Grace to You” website. http://www.gty.org/blog/B140529 
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That irony was not lost on Joseph. He could see the Lord’s hand of providence in their 
earlier actions. He understood that God was using him to preserve his family and to bring 
them down to Egypt. Everything was according to the Lord’s will. Listen to the God-
centered theology that undergirded Joseph’s thinking as he comforted his brothers with 
these words: 
 
I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be grieved or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For 
the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which 
there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. God sent me before you to preserve for you a 
remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. Now, therefore, it was 
not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of 
all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt. (Genesis 45:4–8) 
 
Three times, Joseph emphasized that God’s hand was behind it all. Joseph was not 
excusing his brothers’ sin—he was emphasizing the fact that the Lord uses even the 
wicked choices of sinful people to accomplish His sovereign purposes. Because God sent 
Joseph to Egypt, Jacob and his entire family were saved from a famine that could have 
wiped out the budding nation of Israel. 
 
The Move to Egypt 
When Jacob heard the news that his beloved son Joseph was still alive, he initially did not 
believe it (Genesis 45:26). He was already 130 years old, but he eagerly readied himself 
for a journey to Egypt to see his long-lost son. As he travelled, God appeared to him in a 
vision and reiterated the fact that this was all part of His design to fulfill His covenant with 
Abraham. The Lord told Jacob, “I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there” (Genesis 46:3; cf. Genesis 12:1–3). 
 
Pharaoh gladly received Joseph’s father and brothers and offered them the best land in 
Egypt—a region called Goshen. There they were able to establish their families, raise their 
livestock, and thrive. Jacob lived another seventeen years in Egypt and died at the age of 
147. Over the next four hundred and fifty years, Israel went from a family of seventy to a 
nation of nearly two million—large enough to take over the Promised Land. Looking back, 
we can see what Joseph couldn’t—through him, the Lord set in motion events that would 
shape the history of Israel, culminating in the sacrifice of His Son. 
 
God Is Still Sovereign 
Although Joseph’s circumstances and his place in redemptive history were unique to him, 
his perspective is one that all believers ought to emulate. The God who superintended the 
events of Genesis 37–50 still sits on the throne of the universe. He was sovereign over the 
circumstances of Joseph’s life, and He is sovereign over our circumstances too. We may 
not always understand what is happening around us, but like Joseph, we can rest 
confidently in the fact that the Lord is not only in control, but using that control to further 
His plans. 
 
Throughout Scripture, the theme of God’s sovereignty is repeatedly presented as a 
comfort to believers. We need be anxious for nothing because our heavenly Father reigns 
over all. He is all-powerful, all-wise, and all-present, and He has promised to work all 
things together for His glory and our good (Romans 8:28). We have nothing to fear 
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because if God is for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)? No one can oppose His 
will, and nothing can thwart His plans (Isaiah 14:27). 
 
As these verses—and a host of others—show, the Bible is explicit in its depiction of God’s 
sovereign control over all things. Joseph’s example reminds us that “our God is in the 
heavens; He does whatever He pleases” (Psalm 115:3). That means we can trust Him and 
wholly rest in the reality that He is on His throne. Embracing that kind of perspective won’t 
take our trials away, but it will enable us to find joy and peace in the midst of them (James 
1:2–4). Thus, even when others hurt us or life seems difficult and unfair, we can 
triumphantly declare with Joseph, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it 
for good” (Genesis 50:20).wait for the Lord" (Psalm 31:24)! 


