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Scripture 
Have a volunteer read Galatians 5:16-23. 
 

"16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
under the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law.” 

 
Discussion Questions 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means. 
 

1. Share some of your thoughts or insights from last weeks message. What 
challenged you, encouraged you, convicted you, or ministered to you? 
 

2. What are some identifying marks of Christian love? Discuss some Bible 
passages that describe Christian love (for starters: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, John 
15:13). 
 

3. What is the significance of Paul putting love at the top of the list in verse 22? How 
does Christian love serve as a building block for all of the following 
characteristics? 
 

4. Read Psalm 16:9-11. How does the Bible define joy? What is it like, or what 
would it be like to have true, Christian joy? 

 
5. How would you care for someone in your group who seems to be experiencing a 

lack of joy? How can the Bible help you care for them? Read Psalm 42:1-5. 


