
3 GREAT REASONS TO PLANT A CHURCH 
Romans 15:14-21 

1) WE PLANT CHURCHES AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP. 

[14] I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.  

• VERSE 14: This is a healthy church. Heart, Head and Hands were all being engaged.  
• Full of goodness: heart 
• Filled with all knowledge: head 
• Able to instruct one another: hands (When goodness and knowledge come together.) 

[15] But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the 
grace given me by God  

• VERSE 15: Even a church firing on all cylinders needs to be reminded of what God is doing. 
This is the very grace of God to them. 
• Paul understands that what he has been doing, what the other apostles have been doing, 

what this church in Rome has been doing, all comes by God’s grace.  

[16] to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, 
so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

• VERSE 16: Paul functions, so to speak, as priest for the gospel, and the offering he presents 
to God is people who are being saved.  
• This offering is pleasing to God since it is set apart into the realm of the holy (sanctified) by 

the Holy Spirit. 

2) WE PLANT CHURCHES BECAUSE IT IS STRATEGIC FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

[17] In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. [18] For I will not 
venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the 
Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed 

• VERSE 17-18: Paul in a certain sense actually boasts of his ministry, for in doing so he glorifies 
not himself but Christ, who has worked through him in his ministry to the Gentiles.  

• Philippians 3:7-8: "But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Philippians%203.7-8


Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 
refuse, in order that I may gain Christ.” 

• Acts 20:24: "I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
accomplish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

• Galatians 6:14: "May it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 

I think one of the reasons why Paul boasts is because he realizes (and wants the church to 
realize) that God is not obligated to make our work fruitful. The fact that it is, is the absolute 
and utter grace of God.  

But what Paul understands is that just because there is no obligation on God’s part to 
bless the work, we are still called to the work.   

[18] For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, [19] by the power of signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to 
Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ;  

• VERSE 18-19: The second reason Paul planted churches was that it was  strategic for the 
advancement of the Gospel.  

• Why was it strategic? 

• Word and Deed: Paul summarizes his entire ministry up to this point by saying that Christ 
accomplished his work through him by word and deed, that is, both by Paul’s preaching 
about Christ and by Paul’s actions (lifestyle, with mighty works) that accompanied those 
words. 
• Churches are places for the gospel to be proclaimed and for the gospel to be lived 

out.  

• Signs and Wonders: By the power of signs and wonders  refers to the miracles that 
accompanied Paul’s gospel proclamation throughout his entire ministry. Such miracles 
gave a “sign” of (or pointed to) the power of God, the divine origin and truth of the 
gospel, and God’s mercy and love for people.  

• Churches, especially new churches can be a picture of the new creation.  
• We don’t have much to impress people with, all we have is the gospel.  

• How do we know it was strategic? 
• Paul’s wording in verse 19: ”I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ”  

• How can Paul say that his work has been complete when many still have not heard the 
gospel in this area? 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.24
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• It can be seen from the following verses that churches have been planted in key centers, 
and from there Paul’s coworkers will bring the gospel to outlying areas. 

3) WE PLANT CHURCHES BECAUSE IT IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY FOR PEOPLE TO 
MEET, KNOW & SERVE JESUS. 

[20] and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been 
named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, 

• VERSE 20: Paul’s aim was to preach the gospel.  
• Paul was concerned with building God’s Kingdom and not his.  
• His calling was not to plant churches where they already existed but new forward operating 

bases for the mission of God.  
• New church planting is the only way that we can be sure we are going to increase the 

number of believers in a city and one of the best ways to renew the whole Body of Christ.  
• In the end, a focus on the Kingdom of God rather than our own personal kingdoms will 

keep us fixated upon Jesus’ call to go and make disciples of all nations.  

[21] but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have 
never heard will understand.” 

• VERSE 21: these churches were communities leveraged for mission where people could 
meet, know and experience Jesus.  

• They see Christ.  
• They know Christ.  
• They experience Christ. (they are around people who have seen and know 

Jesus).  

So that, Paul says, is why he’s a church planter. He’s a church planter because church planting is 
an act of worship. He’s a church planter because church planting is strategic for the 
advancement of the gospel. And he’s a church planter because church planting is an effective 
way for people to meet, know and experience Jesus.  

WHERE ARE WE CALLED TO OBEDIENCE IN THIS PASSAGE? 

Look at how Paul ends the chapter (15:30-33): 
[30] I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 
together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, [31] that I may be delivered from the 
unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, [32] 
so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. [33] May 
the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 



1. Strive together.  
2. Strive in intercessory prayer. 
3. Reflect on God’s grace in this place.  

1. We become a place where people who are far from God, who are asking questions, 
who are doubting, can meet Jesus,  they can begin to know Jesus and experience 
Jesus.  

2. Ask this question, what would it look like for the grace of God to fill this place and how 
can I join with Him in doing just that? And as the Spirit prompts, obey.  

PRAY


