Welcome to the Church at Martinsburg!

	
  

Resources for Sunday, March 10, 2013
This Sunday’s Sermon:

Whether this is your first time or your next time, whether you are a member or
a first-time guest – we want to connect with you! Use the white card with this
Loop to relay information to your church staff. Please complete the front so
we can update our records and use the back to request information or share
your prayer requests. As your pastors, we’re honored to pray for & serve you.

This Week’s Announcements
th

Good Friday is March 29 , and we’ll be having our annual Good Friday
service at 6 PM. It will be at Harvest Community Church (74 Dupont Road,
Martinsburg 25404).
Easter Sunday is March 31st (only 4 weeks away!) We’ll be having three
services that morning (at 8, 9:30, and 11). The sermon that morning will be
entitled “Are These Things So?”. Invite your friends, family, and those far from
God!
Volunteering: We invite you to explore ways that you can get more involved
at the Church at Martinsburg. At volunteering.martinsburgchurch.org, we list
the current volunteer opportunities available for you to be involved in.
Pastor On Call: If you have an emergency and need to get a hold of a pastor
from Friday morning through Monday morning please call 304.616.9007 to
reach The Church at Martinsburg’s Pastor on call.

This Week’s Ripple Report
a

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before
God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction....”
- James 1:27 (ESV)
a

Last week, two missionaries deeply
invested in C@M boarded a plane for
South Africa. Duane and Jill will be serving
the Lord as they encourage missionaries,
love the orphans, and make much of
Jesus. Let’s pray that God works powerfully through two of our own and that
many would come to know Jesus through their ministry.
a

“And now, Lord...grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness…” - Acts 4:29 (ESV)
a

Title:
Scripture:
Bottom Line:

“A Matter of Life and Death”
Acts 4:32 – 5:11
False faith in God’s Presence is a fearful thing.

Community Group Questions
1. Share with the group any insight, truth, or observation from Sunday’s
message that helped you, troubled you, or ministered to you.
2. Discuss the characteristics of the early church of Acts 4. What do we
know about their care for one another and their witness in the world
around them?
3. What do we know about Barnabas? What can we learn from his
example?
4. What is your initial response to the account of Ananias and Sapphira? Do
you find it unsettling? If so, why? How does this account influence your
view of God?
5. Consider the role of Satan in this passage versus the role of the Holy
Spirit. Is this a case of “the devil made me do it”? Who did God hold
responsible? Why do you think their actions were met with such severe
consequences?

Missionary Toolbox: Genuine Fear of God
“The true fear of God is a child-like fear. Some of the Puritans used to call it a
‘filial fear.’ It is a combination of holy respect and glowing love. To fear God
is to have a heart that is sensitive to both His Godness and His graciousness.
It means to experience great awe and a deep joy simultaneously when one
begins to understand who God really is and what He has done for us.
Therefore the true fear of God is not a fear that makes a person run away and
flee from God. It is a fear that drives him to God. Love for God and fear of
Him are, therefore, not at all incompatible. To think that they are is to fail to
see the richness of the character of the God we worship. It is to ignore the
way in which knowing Him in all of His attributes, and responding
appropriately to Him, stretches our emotional capacities to their limit.
Scripture portrays the fear of the Lord and the love of the Lord as companion
emotions.”
- P. J. (Flip) Buys, from The Fear of God as a Central Part of Reformed Spirituality

This Week’s Reading:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Matthew 6:1-8
Galatians 2:11-16
Psalm 26:1-8

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Matthew 23:1-13
1 Peter 2:1-3
Mark 7:6-9

