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Day 1: God the Father 
For younger children: Have children say, “He came up with a plan,” whenever 
you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Ask your children: “What plan might we decide on if all the 
food in our refrigerator were suddenly moldy? What plan might we have if all our shoes 
were missing and there were 3 feet of snow outside? Why are plans important?” 

Read: Today begins the first day of Advent. Do you know what Advent is? It is a time 
of waiting and preparing for the celebration of Christ’s birth. It’s also a time of remem-
bering why Jesus came as a baby. The Christmas story doesn’t start with Jesus’ birth. It 
starts with God the Father giving humankind hope. God made a perfect world. Then 
Adam and Eve sinned. Their sin kept them from being near God. But the Father loved 
humankind so much that He came up with a plan to draw all people back to Him. He 
came up with a plan even without an apology from Adam and Eve. Over time, God 
revealed His plan to Hebrew leaders and prophets. What was His plan? He was going to 
send His only Son to live among humans—as a human—and redeem us by taking the 
punishment for our sins. 

Prayer: Ask God for help to forgive others, even without an apology. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet,  
doing the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com and 
ClubhouseJr.com. 

Scripture

Your way, O God, is holy. What 
god is great like our God? You are 
the God who works wonders; you 
have made known your might 
among the peoples. You with your 
arm redeemed your people, the 
children of Jacob and Joseph. 
Selah. (Psalm 77:13-15)

Poster

Have children attach the image of 
God the Father to the Advent poster.

Poster

Have children attach the King 
David image to the Advent poster.

Day 2: King David 
For younger children: Have children say, “God forgives mistakes,” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Tear a cotton ball in half. Wrap a rubber band around it a 
few times. On one hand, wrap a second rubber band once around your middle finger and 
your thumb to create a slingshot. Place the rubber-banded cotton ball against the side clos-
est to you and pull back the rubber band. When you let go, the cotton ball will shoot forward. 
Though not the same sling that David used to kill Goliath, it gives kids the feel for slinging an 
object. Talk about what David may have used his sling to hit. Then ask children to try to hit a 
chair with their cotton ball. Count the number of misses and rejoice over any direct hits. 

Read: David was a shepherd and the youngest son of Jesse. He didn’t possess any 
worldly importance to make others notice him, but he did have faith in God. After 
using his sling to kill a giant who wanted to enslave his nation, David became a great 
warrior and then a king. But he also made some big mistakes along the way. Fortunately, 
each time he did, he turned back to God and asked for forgiveness. David’s humble 
beginnings and his mistakes didn’t stop God from using him. God said that David was 
a man after His own heart. God gave David an important role in His plan to redeem the 
world. David became the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-
great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-g-
reat-grandfather of Jesus. David wasn’t perfect, but he lived his life for God, and God 
honored him. 

Prayer: Ask God to help you be real with each other. Ask God to help you be humble 
and willing to ask for forgiveness. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com.

Scripture

And when he [God] had removed 
him [King Saul], he raised up 
David to be their king, of whom 
he testified and said, “I have 
found in David the son of Jesse 
a man after my heart, who will 
do all my will.” Of this man’s 
offspring God has brought to 
Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he 
promised. (Acts 13:22-23)
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Day 3: Isaiah
For younger children: Have children say, “Don’t be scared. God can help!” 
whenever you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word or phrase.

For older children: Give each family member a sheet of paper. Set a timer for 
three minutes. Ask everyone to write or draw as many real-world scary things as he or 
she can. After three minutes, tack all your sheets on the wall. Circle the top three to five 
scary items that your family has in common. Then pray for God to help you through 
scary events and rely on Him for hope.

Read: Isaiah lived during scary times. People around him were afraid of enemy 
armies that wanted to destroy them. Even the king was scared. People didn’t want other 
nations to attack them and take their things or hurt their children. God didn’t want 
His people to live in fear. He wanted them to trust Him, so He told Isaiah to give them 
an important message that would give hope during scary times. Isaiah told God’s peo-
ple that someday a baby would be born. This baby would save everyone, and His name 
would be Immanuel—God with us. Through Isaiah, God let His people know that He 
had not abandoned them. He loved them so much that He was willing to leave heaven to 
save them.

Prayer: Ask God to remove the fears of each of your family members this Christmas 
season and help each of you to turn to Him with your worries.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 

Scripture

Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel. 
(Isaiah 7:14)

Scripture

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient 
days. (Micah 5:2)

Poster

Have children attach the Isaiah 
image to the Advent poster.

Day 4: Micah 
For younger children: Have children say, “But that’s not fair!” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Ask children to tell about something unfair that happened to 
them recently. Then say: “Why aren’t unfair things always made fair? Does God promise 
to make everything fair? Does He promise to be with you through unfair and hard times? 
Describe a hard time when you felt God’s presence with you as you walked through it.”

Read: Micah lived during a time when his country was about to be taken over by 
another country. These were dangerous times. He kept telling Israel to stop being unjust 
and tell God they were sorry. As it happens, they had forgotten to help the poor, wid-
ows and orphans. People were unfair in their business deals, and there were people who 
robbed others. Women and children were not treated well, and those who should have 
been helping these people were instead using the money to buy expensive things for 
themselves and live a life of ease. So Micah told them to repent and do what was just. 
But he also gave them hope. He told them that God would restore Israel someday, and he 
told them that the Messiah, their Savior, would be born in Bethlehem. 

Prayer: Ask God for the ability to seek and recognize His presence during unfair or 
difficult circumstances.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 

Poster 

Have children attach the Micah 
image to the Advent poster.
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Day 5: Zechariah (the prophet)
For younger children: Have children say, “Is Jesus here yet?” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Help your kids make a basket out of wet toilet paper: Give 
each child a small bowl, plastic wrap and a roll of toilet paper. Have them turn the bowl 
upside down so the mouth rests on a flat surface. Then cover the outside of the bowl 
with one layer of plastic wrap. Ask children to wrap several layers of toilet paper around 
the outside of the bowl. Then have them wet the paper by dipping their hands in water 
and drenching the toilet paper. Repeat this a number of times until the bowl has a 1/4-
inch covering of wet toilet paper around the outside and bottom. Let the toilet paper 
dry. (Note: This craft will be used as an angel’s gown on Day 20, so use a bowl that best 
reflects that shape, and save this craft when you have finished it.) Talk about how it might 
take a day or more for their toilet-paper bowl to dry. Why might you get discouraged if 
you had to wait a full year or five years for your basket to dry? 

Read: Zechariah might have been a fun prophet to know. He told God’s people to 
repent, but he also encouraged them with words of hope. He told them that God was 
faithful and would remember all of His promises. One of God’s promises was that He’d 
send a Savior, His Son, so the Hebrew people could draw near to God again. God’s peo-
ple needed this hope because it would be a long time before the Messiah would come. 
Zechariah had no idea how many days, years . . . even centuries his people would have to 
wait. But he did know that God would someday send a Savior. 

Prayer: Ask God to give His hope to each of your family members this Christmas 
season.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com.

Scripture

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter 
of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey. (Zechariah 9:9)

Poster
Have children attach the Zechariah 
(the prophet) image to the Advent 
poster.

Day 6: Anna 
For younger children: Have children say, “Pay attention to God!” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Gather 25 small items from your home and place them on a 
tray. Keep the items displayed for one minute, and then cover them with a cloth. Have 
your kids work together to list all 25 items. When you’re done, talk about the difference 
between noticing things on your own and working with others to remember things.

Read: Anna was an old woman. She had spent most of her life living at the temple. 
She prayed at the temple. She worshiped at the temple. But she didn’t know who would 
someday be coming to the temple. She didn’t stay at the temple because she had to, but 
because she wanted to. She enjoyed talking to God and praising Him. She didn’t seem to 
want to miss a moment of honoring Him with her life. Then God gave her a wonderful 
gift. When Mary and Joseph came with their child, she was able to recognize Jesus as the 
Savior. As Jesus was presented at the temple 40 days after He was born, Anna was there 
to see, hear and celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Prayer: Ask God to help your family pay attention to what He wants to do in your 
lives. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com.

Scripture

And there was a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced 
in years, having lived with her hus-
band seven years from when she 
was a virgin, and then as a widow 
until she was eighty-four. She did 
not depart from the temple, wor-
shiping with fasting and prayer night 
and day. And coming up at that 
very hour she began to give thanks 
to God and to speak of him to all 
who were waiting for the redemp-
tion of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38)

Poster

Have children attach the Anna 
image to the Advent poster.
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Day 7: Simeon 
For younger children: Have children say, “God promised,” whenever you point 
to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Place a small wastebasket on the floor. From the other side 
of the room, have children toss crumpled paper toward the target. Talk about how frus-
trating it can be to miss the wastebasket. Talk about how life’s circumstances can be 
frustrating and feel nearly impossible to overcome. Then gradually shorten the distance 
between them and the wastebasket, to see how many baskets they can make. 

Read: God told Simeon that he wouldn’t die until he’d seen the Messiah. So Simeon 
waited and waited and grew older and older. Some people may have become discour-
aged by the long wait, but Simeon didn’t. Then one day, God’s Spirit led Simeon to the 
temple. He probably didn’t know why he had to go to the temple that day. It may have 
been inconvenient for him. He may have had other plans. Still, Simeon went to the tem-
ple and met His Savior. Sometimes it’s the little things we do, the things that are not in 
our plans or that are inconvenient, that give us the most joy in the long run. Simeon saw 
Jesus and recognized Him as the Messiah. God kept His promise to Simeon.

Prayer: Ask God to help you follow the Spirit’s leading so you won’t miss out on the 
plans that He has for you.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com.

Scripture

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
And it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ. (Luke 2:25-26)

Poster

Have children attach the Simeon  
image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

In the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. And the virgin’s name 
was Mary. . . . And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus.” (Luke 1:26-27,30-31)

Poster

Have children attach the angel 
Gabriel image to the Advent poster.

Day 8: Angel Gabriel 
For younger children: Have children say, “God has a message!” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Discuss these questions with your kids: “What would you 
do if an angel came to your house or your school? How would you act? What would you 
say? Do you think most people would be afraid if Gabriel came and spoke to them or 
would they warmly welcome him? How would you treat Gabriel if he visited you?” 

Read: The angel Gabriel had a message from God for a man named Zechariah, who 
was a priest. Gabriel went to the man’s workplace, which was the temple. Gabriel told 
Zechariah that something impossible was going to happen: He and his wife would have 
a son. Gabriel’s words were hard to believe because Zechariah and his wife were now 
too old to have children. Gabriel said their son would tell others about Jesus’ coming. 
Gabriel not only got to tell Zechariah that he and his wife would have a miracle baby, 
but he also got to tell a young woman named Mary that she would be the mother of the 
Christ. He told Mary of the Messiah’s coming greatness, how He would sit on the throne 
of King David and be the ruler from that day forward. Gabriel knew that nothing was 
impossible for God. He was the right messenger for this Good News that was of great joy 
to many!

Prayer: Ask God to help your family be the bearer of the Good News to a hurting world.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com.
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Day 10: Elizabeth 
For younger children: Have children say about Mary, “Blessed are you among 
women!” whenever you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Often we will greet people in different ways. Have one person 
in your family act like each of these people: stranger, someone asking for directions, 
someone you don’t know well in class, a friend, a best friend, sibling, parent, aunt/uncle, 
grandparent, storekeeper, librarian, police officer, president of the United States. Have 
others in the family practice greeting these “people” according to how well you know the 
person or how much honor you give the person. 

Read: Elizabeth was Zechariah’s wife, and she became pregnant when she was past 
the age of being able to have children. How her life must have changed! Her husband 
couldn’t speak while she was pregnant, and she had to prepare for a new baby. When 
Mary, a cousin, visited, Elizabeth recognized that God had come to earth as a child. She 
said to Mary, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 
Jesus was really, really small and not yet born, but Elizabeth greeted her cousin Mary 
with words that came from the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer: Ask God to help your family celebrate Jesus every day.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 

Scripture

And there appeared to him an 
angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense. 
And Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 
But the angel said to him, “Do 
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 
prayer has been heard, and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John.” 
(Luke 1:11-13)

Poster
Have children attach the Zechariah 
(John’s father) image to the Advent 
poster.

Scripture

In those days Mary arose and 
went with haste into the hill coun-
try, to a town in Judah, and she 
entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! And why is this 
granted to me that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me? For 
behold, when the sound of your 
greeting came to my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
(Luke 1:39-45)

Poster

Have children attach the Elizabeth  
image to the Advent poster.

Day 9: Zechariah (John’s father) 
For younger children: Have children cover their mouths and try to say, “He 
can’t talk.” whenever you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Hide a treat or prize somewhere in the room and let your 
children see you hide it. Explain that all they have to do is tell you where it is to get it. 
The problem is that they can’t use any words or sounds, and they can’t get it themselves. 
Sit down, and let them find a way to lead you to the prize. Act as if you don’t know what 
they want, so that even if they point to it, say things like, “You look like you’re dancing,” 
and then mimic their actions. Through this activity, help them see how challenging life 
can be when they can no longer use their voice. 

Read: Zechariah didn’t lose his voice because of a cold or the flu, but he was unable 
to talk for months and months. Remember the angel Gabriel from yesterday? Gabriel 
came to Zechariah after Zechariah was chosen to enter the sanctuary of the temple in 
Jerusalem. Gabriel told Zechariah that his wife would have a baby, but Zechariah didn’t 
believe him. So Gabriel stopped Zechariah from being able to speak until the baby was 
born. Have you guessed Zechariah’s relationship to the baby Jesus (who wasn’t yet born)? 
He would be the father of Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist. God the Father was preparing 
for Jesus’ birth and life on earth. Zechariah becoming a father was one of these prepara-
tions. God wanted Zechariah’s child to tell people that Jesus was coming. 

Prayer: Ask God to help your family use their words to please God and say what He 
wants them to say.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 
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Day 11: John the Baptist 
For younger children: Have children say, “Get ready for Jesus!” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Discuss these questions with your kids: “When it’s time to go 
somewhere—church, the grocery store or school—what are all the steps included in our 

‘getting ready’? What happens if we don’t get ready at the right time? What might happen 
if we didn’t get ready in the correct way, such as putting our shoes on our hands or dress-
ing inappropriately for the weather?” 

Read: John the Baptist was given a big task. He had to tell people to get ready for the 
Messiah. God helped introduce the world to His Son, Jesus, through John, who was an 
earthly cousin. God knew that John was special, and He had an angel tell John’s father, 
Zechariah, that his son would play an important role in Jesus’ life. He would be filled 
with the Holy Spirit from an early age and his life would be spent preparing people’s 
hearts for Jesus. 

Prayer: Ask God to help your family serve Him in all you do, so God will be glorified.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet,  
doing the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com and 
ClubhouseJr.com. 

Scripture

But the angel said to him, “Do 
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 
prayer has been heard, and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall call his name John.” 
(Luke 1:13)

Poster

Have children attach the John the 
Baptist image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For 
we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” When 
Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. (Matthew 2:1-3)

Poster

Have children attach the King 
Herod image to the Advent poster.

Day 12: King Herod 
For younger children: Have children say, “I want what I want. Waaa!” whenever 
you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Discuss these questions with your kids: “Can you tell me 
about a time when you didn’t get your way? What did you have to do instead? How might 
not getting your way actually make you a more mature person? What happens to people 
who always get their way? Do you like being around them? Why shouldn’t we always get 
our way?” 

Read: King Herod did many evil things, and he often acted like a spoiled child. He 
was known as Herod the Great, but he wasn’t “great” at all. He was mean to others and 
always tried to get his way. He didn’t care how he hurt others. He told the wise men to go 
find Jesus, but he did not try to find Jesus nor did he want to worship Jesus. Being king 
was the most important thing to him. Yet Jesus—born as King of the Jews and the King 
of all kings—had power over even King Herod. 

Prayer: Ask God to help your family do what is right by others, even if it means that 
you don’t get what you want. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 
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Scripture

For every high priest chosen from 
among men is appointed to act 
on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices 
for sins. . . . So also Christ did not 
exalt himself to be made a high 
priest, but was appointed by him 
who said to him, “You are my 
Son, today I have begotten you.” 
(Hebrews 5:1,5)

Poster

Have children attach the high 
priest image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

In those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This 
was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
And all went to be registered, each 
to his own town. (Luke 2:1-3)

Poster

Have children attach the Caesar 
Augustus image to the Advent 
poster.

Day 13: High Priest 
For younger children: Have children say, “Love and obey your God” whenever 
you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word or phrase.

 For older children: Have one child make a map to something he or she has hid-
den. Ask the rest of the family to find that object using the map. If part of the map is 
confusing, have family members ask the child to clarify. The child can help interpret the 
picture until the objects are found. 

Read: In the Jewish tradition, high priests were meant to show people the way to God. 
The high priest was supposed to be someone who loved God, followed His instructions 
and demonstrated His love to others. But the role became a job that people abused, lead-
ing them to become powerful and prideful. They ordered people around as a king would. 
By the time Jesus was born, the high priest was no longer a position that served others. 
But by the time Jesus’ work on earth was done, there was no longer a need for a human 
high priest. Jesus filled that position as our great High Priest. 

Prayer: Ask God to help you show others how to love Him.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 

Day 14: Caesar Augustus 
For younger children: Have children say, “How many people do I rule?” when-
ever you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Have each person create an imaginary census. Explain that 
a census is a record of who people are and where they live. Read the following line and 
have each child fill in the blanks: “A decree went out from [your first name] to the whole 
[last name] family and told everyone to register all the [what is being counted] in the 
house.” Then the family should count the chairs or dogs or jelly beans or whatever is 
mentioned for the census. When one census is complete, have the next child conduct 
another census for you. 

Read: A decree went out from Caesar Augustus to the whole Roman world that told 
all people to register in their hometown. Caesar wanted to know how many people he 
ruled. So all of the people had to stop what they were doing, travel to their hometown and 
be counted in the census. This census required that Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem, 
which helped fulfill Micah’s prophecy that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.  
So God used Caesar Augustus—someone who didn’t believe in Him—to cause His will  
to be done. 

Prayer: Thank God for using even unbelievers to accomplish His will. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Day 15: Donkey 
For younger children: Have children say, “Heehaw, heehaw,” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Play a game of pin the tail on the donkey. Talk about the 
characteristics of donkeys and how God may have used this animal while Jesus was  
on earth. 

Read: Donkeys were common animals during New Testament times. They were used 
for carrying cargo or other heavy loads. When Jesus came into the world, He was laid in 
a manger, the food bin for a donkey or another animal. Mary may have ridden a donkey 
when she entered Bethlehem. If a donkey were present at Jesus’ birth, the animal would 
have been a reminder of Jesus’ humble beginnings, but these creatures also played a spe-
cial part in Jesus’ story during His life on earth. As a grown man, Jesus rode on a donkey 
on His final visit into Jerusalem to declare himself the Prince of Peace. 

Prayer: Pray for the ability to remain humble with whatever work God gives your 
family, so you can glorify Him.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet,  
doing the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com and 
ClubhouseJr.com. 

Scripture

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, 
your king is coming, sitting on a 
donkey’s colt!” (John 12:15)

Poster

Have children attach the donkey 
image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in swad-
dling cloths and laid him in a man-
ger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. (Luke 2:7)

Poster

Have children attach the innkeeper 
image to the Advent poster.

Day 16: Innkeeper 
For younger children: Have children say, “No room,” whenever you point to 
them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Discuss these questions with your kids: “What is your bed-
time ritual—food, drink, covers, time for bed? How does this ritual help you sleep? 
When you need a good night’s sleep, do you like to change your bedtime ritual? Why 
might the innkeeper have not wanted to give up his bed to Mary and Joseph? If you gave 
up your bed to someone, where would you sleep? How would that affect your sleep?” 

Read: Was there an innkeeper who turned Mary and Joseph away from an inn? We 
don’t know. What we do know is that there was “no place for them in the inn,” and some-
one—perhaps a relative or perhaps a stranger—offered them a place to spend the night 
where animals usually stayed. Because of this, we know that Jesus was born in a hum-
ble place that wasn’t set up for the King of heaven and earth. Think about what the full 
inn caused someone to miss out on. This person got to sleep in her own inn and in her 
own bed, exchanging one night of comfort for a once-in-all-eternity opportunity to be of 
physical service to God’s Son. 

Prayer: Ask God to help your family recognize opportunities to exchange comfort for 
the chance to bring Him glory. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Scripture

And in the same region there 
were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by 
night. (Luke 2:8)

Poster

Have children attach the sheep 
image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of a great 
joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” (Luke 2:9-12)

Poster

Have children attach the angel 
image to the Advent poster.

Day 17: Sheep 
For younger children: Have children say, “Baa! Baa!” whenever you point to 
them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Have children shut their eyes, or you can blindfold them. The 
goal will be for them to move from one side of your house to the other with only your 
voice guiding them. You should tell them when to take a step, when something is in the 
way or when to wait while you move something from their path. Then compare this 
experience to a flock of sheep needing a shepherd. 

Read: Sheep aren’t very smart. They eat, they bleat, they grow wool for people to 
make into clothing. In some places, sheep are used for food. Sheep must trust that a 
shepherd will take care of them, that he’ll protect them and guide them to safe pastures. 
Jesus compares many human actions to the actions of sheep. Jesus is our Good Shepherd, 
and He takes care of us. Just as sheep recognize the voice of their shepherd, so should we 
recognize the voice of our Savior. 

God’s announcement of the Messiah’s birth came to shepherds who were watching 
their sheep at night, men who understood these simple, helpless animals. At this time 
of year, it’s good to remember that we are Jesus’ flock, to better understand how He cares 
for us. 

Prayer: Ask God to help you hear the voice of your Shepherd and follow Him.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 

Day 18: Angel 
For younger children: Have children say, “Good news! Good news!” whenever 
you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Let your children know that they will be reading today’s 
Advent entry. Sit in a circle. Have someone read two words and pass it to the next per-
son to read the next two words. Then repeat it so everyone reads three words, then four 
words, and so on until the Advent entry below is read. In this way, everyone has the 
chance to be the messenger of good news. 

Read: Someone had to tell the shepherds about Jesus. Soon the sky would be filled with 
angels, and their praises would ring throughout the heavens, but the shepherds wouldn’t 
have known why they were singing if an angel didn’t tell them. So one angel was cho-
sen and given the honor of telling the shepherds that their Savior was born. How thrilled 
this angel must have been. How excited he may have been to see the shepherds’ response. 
After his words, he probably joined in with the angelic chorus, praising God and having a 
glorious time knowing Jesus was born. 

Prayer: Ask God to give you the right words at the right time to tell others about 
Jesus. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 
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Scripture

When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” And they 
went with haste, and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in 
a manger. (Luke 2:15-16)

Poster

Have children attach the shep-
herds image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 
2:13-14)

Poster

Have children attach the heavenly 
host image to the Advent poster.

Day 19: Shepherds  
For younger children: Have children say, “But they’re nobody,” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Camping is fun, but you can get quite dirty as you camp. Sit 
in a circle. Say, “I went camping with my family, but I got really messy when I [action].” 
The action should be a way someone could get dirty, such as falling in the dirt or hav-
ing the dog shake and spray you with dirty water. The second person should repeat what 
the first person said and add another way to get dirty while camping. The whole family 
can prompt each other. The goal is to reach 12 ways to become dirty to better understand 
how filthy the shepherds who came to see Jesus may have been. Shepherds watched their 
sheep for long periods of time, camping with the flock. 

Read: Shepherds certainly weren’t rich or powerful during Bible times. They were the 
lowly workers making an honest day’s wage. They were probably dirty and smelly, and 
they didn’t get to hang around people in the city very often. They were looked down on 
by some because they were shepherds. And for them, the night of Christ’s birth proba-
bly began as any other night—just another night of watching and protecting sheep—until 
an angel told the shepherds to go and see the Christ child. And the sky filled with angels 
and music. They, the lowest of the low, were invited to celebrate the Messiah’s birth. In 
that moment, God demonstrated that it didn’t matter who you were or what the world 
thought of you. Christ came for everyone! So the shepherds heard the announcement of 
His Son’s birth, and they hurried to welcome the Christ child. Once they saw Him, they 
went and told others about Him. The fact that they were lowly shepherds didn’t stop 
them from sharing the Good News! 

Prayer: Ask God to help you see others as God sees them.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at and ClubhouseJr.com. 

Day 20: Heavenly Host 
For younger children: Have children ask, “Do you see Him?” whenever you point 
to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Turn over the basket you made on day five and use it as an 
angel’s gown. Glue on a paper or Styrofoam head and paper or chenille stems (pipe clean-
ers) as wings. Decorate the gown as you talk about all the songs the angels may have sung 
to praise Jesus. 

Read: Imagine how the angels felt. Since the fall of Adam and Eve, all of heaven and 
earth had been waiting for the coming Messiah. The angels watched and waited for the 
moment when God would save humankind and draw them into relationship with Him. 
The angels were probably very excited, filling the sky with their praises of God’s glory. 
What an honor they must have felt as they welcomed the Savior with their songs. 

Prayer: Praise God for all His miraculous ways and glorious deeds. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Scripture

Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem. 
(Matthew 2:1)

Poster

Have children attach the wise 
man on camel image to the Advent 
poster.

Scripture

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ ” (Matthew 2:5-6)

Poster

Have children attach the wise man 
with Herod image to the Advent 
poster.

Day 21: Wise Men on a Journey 
For younger children: Have children say, “Let’s get going,” whenever you point 
to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Ask kids what God put in the sky as a sign to Noah that He 
would never destroy the earth by water again. “How might nonbelievers view the rain-
bow? What sign did God put in the sky to tell the world that a great king had been born? 
How might people at the time have reasoned away that star, if they even noticed it?” 

Read: Suddenly a star appeared in the East. Most people just went about their daily 
lives, but a few wise men who studied the stars knew what the appearance of this star 
meant. It meant that a new king had been born. They didn’t know where, and they didn’t 
know how long it would take them to find this new king, but they started on a journey 
to find the new king and honorably welcome Him. Through the appearance of a star, the 
heavens glorified Jesus at His birth. And when this event happened, it allowed those 
who lived far from Bethlehem to rejoice that the King had been born.

Prayer: Thank God for revealing His Son to you, so that you can believe in Him and 
receive new life.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 

Day 22: Wise Men Talk With Herod 
For younger children: Have children say, “Where is the King?” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word or phrase.

For older children: Help your children create a scroll: First, tape or glue five 
pieces of printer paper together end to end. Next, roll the scroll on each side to form 
loops. Then write the prophecy that the scribes quoted (found in today’s Scripture verse) 
on the scroll. Finally, have family members pretend to be the wise men and the scribes 
from the Advent reading below. Give each child a turn to read the location of the Savior.  

Read: The wise men traveled far. They may have traveled for a few years, or it may have 
taken some time to prepare for their trip before they started. Some scholars think that 
Jesus may have been almost 2 years old by the time the wise men arrived in Jerusalem and 
found their way to King Herod’s court. They had mistakenly assumed that Herod would 
know about the new King of the Jews. They probably wondered why the new king was 
not in King Herod’s grand palace. But the news of a new king in his kingdom made King 
Herod angry. He wanted to be the only king of the Jews. Instead of showing his anger, 
though, Herod pretended to help the wise men. He asked his scribes to find the birthplace 
of the prophesied Messiah. The scribes told the wise men that the child would be born in 
Bethlehem. As the wise men hurried on their way, they once again saw the star. Although 
they had agreed to tell Herod where they found the child, they didn’t because God had 
warned them in a dream to return home a different way. 

Prayer: Ask God to show your family how to be wise when dealing with people, to 
discern whether others have good or bad intentions. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Scripture

When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. And going into the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped 
him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 
2:10-11)

Poster

Have children attach the wise 
man with gift image to the Advent 
poster.

Scripture

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from 
their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21)

Poster

Have children attach the Joseph  
image to the Advent poster.

Day 23: Wise Men Offer Gifts 
For younger children: Have children say, “These gifts are for you,” whenever 
you point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Have each person in the family go into his or her own 
room and choose one gift to give Jesus. Each person can then present his or her gift and 
explain why that item would honor the Christ child. 

Read: The wise men brought gifts to share with the new King. They brought gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. These gifts were intended for a king. During Bible times, sim-
ilar gifts were given to other kings. They were a symbol of honor brought from the East. 
That Jesus wasn’t in a palace and wasn’t dressed in costly gowns didn’t keep the wise men 
from giving Him their gifts. Later, when Jesus, Mary and Joseph had to flee Bethlehem 
because of King Herod, these valuable and costly gifts probably helped them support 
their small family while in Egypt. 

Prayer: Ask God what gift—your time, your possessions or your talents—you can  
give Jesus today.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet,  
doing the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com and 
ClubhouseJr.com. 

Day 24: Joseph 
For younger children: Have children say, “He took care of Jesus,” whenever you 
point to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Show children how to hit a nail with a hammer into a block 
of wood. Do this in the same way that Joseph may have taught Jesus when teaching the 
boy carpentry. 

Read: Joseph was chosen by God to be the earthly father of Jesus. He was a carpenter 
by trade and appeared to have worked at this trade in Nazareth until his death, some-
where between Jesus’ 12th and 30th birthdays. Perhaps you wonder why God chose this 
particular man. We don’t know for certain, but we can guess that he was a man who hon-
ored the one true God from deep inside his heart and through his outward actions. Once 
he was told in a dream to take Mary as his wife, he traveled with her to Bethlehem. Being 
warned in a dream about Herod’s plan to kill Jesus, he took his family to Egypt. After 
Herod’s death, he led his family back to Nazareth where he probably lived out his days.

Prayer: Ask God how to do His will, whether His will was already a part of your plan 
for the day or not. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Christmas Day Celebration: Jesus 
For older and younger children:
Sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus.

Read: Advent ends on Christmas Eve because Advent is a time of waiting. Christmas 
day, on the other hand, is a day of celebration. The waiting is over! It’s a time to rejoice at 
our Savior’s birth and to spread the Good News as the angels did many years ago. It’s time 
to honor God with our gifts, as the wise men did, and to hurry to be with Him, as the 
shepherds did. Merry Christmas! 

Prayer: Ask God to show you how to celebrate His Son’s birth with all you are and all 
you have. 

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseMagazine.com. 

Scripture

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried 
to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. And the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 
And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus.” 
(Luke 1:28-31)

Poster

Have children attach the Mary 
image to the Advent poster.

Scripture

For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Poster

Have children attach the Jesus 
image to the Advent poster.

Day 25: Mary  
For younger children: Have children say, “Jesus’ mother,” whenever you point 
to them. Point to them after each bolded word.

For older children: Ask your children to come up with a job description for a 
position of their choosing, such as a chef, pastor, president of the United States, etc. Ask 
them: “What qualifications would the perfect person for the job have? If someone put 
you in that job right now, would you feel qualified to do it? Would you accept or not 
accept the job?” Then ask: “What would be in a job description for ‘mother of Jesus’?” 
After they come up with a list, explain that what mattered most to God was her faithful-
ness and trust in Him. “Do you think Mary felt qualified? Why did she accept the job?” 

Read: Mary agreed to be the mother of the Messiah and knew that God had hon-
ored her. Yet how it worked out wasn’t exactly “ideal” according to the custom of the day. 
Mary was young and became pregnant before she was married. Then she had to travel 
to another city to be counted in a census shortly before Jesus was born. And at God’s 
appointed time, Mary gave birth to the Savior of the world in a stable in Bethlehem. 
After His birth, Mary had to flee Bethlehem to save her Son’s life. She lived for a short 
time in Egypt and then settled in Nazareth, a small town of no consequence. Sometimes 
things don’t turn out like you expect, but Mary was willing to trust God and allow Him 
to show her what to do next.

Prayer: Ask for wisdom for each person in your family to trust God with their life.

Kids’ puzzle: Let kids go deeper by reading today’s lesson in their booklet, doing 
the puzzle and exploring related material at ClubhouseJr.com. 
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Appendix 

List of corresponding Adventures in Odyssey episodes: 

Advent – Day 1
“Our Father” from album 17, On Earth as It Is in Heaven
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14893-1&p=1161888&event=ORCE

Advent – Day 2
“The Shepherd and the Giant” from album 3, Heroes
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14909-4&p=1161888&event=ORCE

“Bernard and Saul” from album 42, No Way Out
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14926-6&p=1161888&event=ORCE

Advent – Day 8
Angel Gabriel makes a brief appearance in “Hallowed Be Thy Name”
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14893-2&p=1161888&event=ORCE

Advent – Day 11
“The Big Deal,” part one
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14903-1&p=1161888&event=ORCE

“The Big Deal,” part two
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14903-2&p=1161888&event=ORCE

Advent – Days 14, 15, 16, 18 and 19
“Back to Bethlehem,” part one
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14890-1&p=1161888&event=ORCE

“Back to Bethlehem,” part two
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14890-2&p=1161888&event=ORCE

“Back to Bethlehem,” part three
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14890-3&p=1161888&event=ORCE

Advent – Days 12, 21, 22 and 23
“The Star,” part one
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14914-13&p=1161888&event=ORCE

“The Star,” part two
Episode download URL: http://family.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=DA14914-14&p=1161888&event=ORCE


