
“Persevering in the Faith Together”
— Hebrews 10:19-25 —



Perhaps it is only in the last few 
years in the United States that 
we have finally faced that what 
the Bible says is true: in this 
world we really are sojourners 
and exiles (1 Pet. 2:11). That 
reality has been clouded and 
obscured by the size and legal 
protection of the church in 
most of the Western world. But 
this world is not actually our 
home. We’re not supposed to 
settle down here. We’re not 
supposed to expect the church 
to be large, influential, and 
respected. 

https://www.esv.org/1%20Pet.%202%3A11/


Christians are increasingly 
going to be seen as different, 
and not in a good way. We are 
increasingly going to have to 
choose between obedience and 
comfort. The next decades will 
not bring apathy to the gospel, 
but antagonism. And that’s OK. 
After all, that has been the 
reality for most of God’s people 
through most of history.  

Alistair Begg: ‘Welcome to Exile. It’s 
Going to Be OK.’ 
APRIL 29, 2021.  
www.thegospelcoalition.org






• Hebrews has two primary purposes: 

1. to encourage Christians to endure 

2. to warn them not to abandon their faith in 

Christ for local Jewish teachings.


• This group of believers was temporarily shaken 
by fear of persecution and grief over the loss of 
their Jewish identity and community.


• Some probably remember two previous 
persecutions:


• A.D. 49, the Roman Emperor Claudius 
expelled Jews from the city of Rome. 


• A.D. 64, Emperor Nero persecuted 
Christians in the vicinity of Rome.




Thinking about Hebrews . . .


It's obvious that these Jewish believers are tired, 
they're weary, they're persecuted, and they were 
wavering in their faith.   Their homes had been 
ransacked. Although there had been no 
persecution to the point of martyrdom yet, but it 
seemed like it might be on the horizon, and so 
there were a lot of challenges to their faith, a lot 
of reasons for them to throw in the towel and go 
back to their old ways.  And the author writes to 
them, encouraging them to stay true to the new 
covenant that they've come to believe in.    
Erik Thoennes
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Suffered in the past

Lost property, imprisoned, public ridicule

Tired and wavering in their faith

The audience of Hebrews were believers that 
were familiar with persecution and suffering

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 
endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly 
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with 
those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you 
joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you 
yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.  Hebrews 
10:32-34 ESV



Reject local 
Jewish 
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When Hebrews was written, 
Christians could find safety from 
persecution if they rejected their 
distinctively Christian beliefs and 
identified more closely with their 
local Jewish community.


Book of Acts reports that even in 
the days of Paul, Jewish 
synagogues rejected followers of 
Christ and encouraged local 
authorities to mistreat them. 


Author of Hebrews dealt primarily 
with erroneous beliefs and 
practices in some Jewish 
communities.

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to 
be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those 
who eat them (Hebrews 13:9).  
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One of the great themes of the book of 
Hebrews is the need to persevere. You 
cannot read the book of Hebrews with its 
warnings and its exhortation and not 
come away with the author saying to 
them, as he really preaches to them, that 
they need to persevere; they need to 
keep going; they need to not turn back, 
but they need to press on in the Christian 
life. Stephen J. Wellum 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, . . . 3 Consider 
him who endured from sinners such hostility 
against himself, so that you may not grow 
weary or fainthearted. 
Hebrews 12:1-3 ESV
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10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11 And every priest 
stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had 
offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be 
made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 

16  “This is the covenat that I will make with them 
after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, 
and write them on their minds,” 

17 then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 

18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 
offering for sin. 

Hebrews 10:10-18 ESV
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A Call to Persevere in Faith (Hebrews 10:19-25) 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 

confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened 

for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 

since we have a great priest over the house of 

God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart 

and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 

our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with 

pure water. 



23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let 

us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but encouraging one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.
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Draw near to God (vs. 22)

Main point of vs. 19-22 is to 
“draw near” (7 times in 
Hebrews) 

Hebrews 4:16 - Let us draw 
near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and may find 
grace to help in time of 
need. 

Hebrews 7:25 - He is able to 
save forever those who 
draw near to God through 
Him, since He always lives 
to make intercession for 
them. 

Piper: “not a physical act . . . 
an invisible act of the heart.”

22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and 
with the full assurance that faith brings . . . 
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Hold steady to the hope we profess (vs. 23)

The object of our hope is 
faithful 

• He has promised to write the 
law on your heart (Hebrews 
10:16)

• Work in you what is pleasing 
in his sight (Hebrews 13:21)

• He has promised to 
remember your sins no more 
(Hebrews 10:17)

• He has promised that we will 
be perfected for all time by a 
single sacrifice (Hebrews 
10:14)

• He has promised never to 
leave us or forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:59)

• He has promised to bring 
good from all our pain 
(Hebrews 12:10). 

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess . . .
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Consider how to 
provoke love 
and good deeds 
(vs. 24) 

“Literally, this is God’s call 
on us to consider one 
another, that is, to look at 
one another, think about 
one another, focus on one 
another, study one 
another, let your mind be 
occupied with one 
another.  .  .  .


When you get up in the 
morning, Consider — think 
about, ponder, deliberate, 
meditate, mull over — 
other people, with this 
conscious goal: what can I 
do today so that they will 
be stirred up to love and 
to good deeds?”  John 
Piper
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Meet with 
and 
encourage 
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(vs. 25)

Verse 24 gives us a focus 
(consider) , verse 25 
gives us the How. 

1. Get together 
2. Encourage one 

another 

Implication of mutual 
encouraging 

Two types: 
1. Gather and encourage 
2. Not in the habit of 

gathering 

The key to 
encouragement is hope 
rooted in the faithfulness 
of God.
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Draw near to God (vs. 22) 
Hold steady to the hope we 
profess (vs. 23)

Get together and 
encourage one 
another (vs. 25)

Consider how to 
provoke love and good 
deeds (vs. 24) 

The life 
prescription for 
the Hebrews is 
the same for 
each of us.  




Your church may seem small. As you drive to meet with the 

household of God on a Sunday, you may pass hundreds of houses 

whose inhabitants give no thought to what you are doing, except 

politely (or not so politely) to deride it. It may feel little. But God’s 

kingdom is unsmashable, and it has an embassy in your 

neighborhood that we call the church. Don’t be discouraged as 

you meet; don’t be distraught over dwindling numbers or a more 

and more hostile media. Instead, commit to it. 

Alistair Begg: ‘Welcome to Exile. It’s Going to Be OK.’ 
APRIL 29, 2021.  www.thegospelcoalition.org 



Serve your church family. Give yourself to it. Because when the Lord 

builds his church (either in number or in maturity) through our labors, 

gifts, and giving, we are being used to build the only kingdom that will 

last forever. There is nothing coming next. So, give your best to this 

kingdom. It may feel small, but it is never in vain, for this kingdom is 

eternal, and it is God’s. So we do not panic and we do not vent, and 

we enjoy a deep confidence even as the tides seem to run against our 

faith. God is God, he is in control, and his kingdom—his church—

ultimately knows no rivals. 

Alistair Begg: ‘Welcome to Exile. It’s Going to Be OK.’ 
APRIL 29, 2021.  www.thegospelcoalition.org
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