
 Reflection Questions:  Ecclesiastes 7:1-6
For the message, “Life is Short; Live it Well. ” given by Pastor John Ferguson  

at Mercy Hill Church in Bryan/College Station, Texas, on October 11, 2020 

These reflection questions are designed to help you apply the message from the Scriptures 
by helping you think through application to your personal life, your church life, and your city’s life.  

You can use these by yourself for reflection, or with your family or small group for discussion. 
To review the message, go to MercyHillBCS.org/resources/messages. 

INTRODUCTION 

Pray. Take a moment to pray asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture text. 

Read the Scripture text: Ecclesiastes 7:1-6 

1 A good name is better than precious ointment, 
and the day of death than the day of birth. 
2 It is better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting, 
for this is the end of all mankind, 
and the living will lay it to heart. 
3 Sorrow is better than laughter, 
for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 
but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 
5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise 
than to hear the song of fools. 
6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
so is the laughter of the fools; 
this also is vanity. 

Let’s get started… 

• We all know that we are mortal, and that mortals eventually die. But how often have you really 
reflected on the fact that you will one day die given enough time? Does the thought fill you with 
dread? Hope? Realism? Or would you rather now think about it?  

QUESTIONS 

1. Let’s think about how this text applies to our lives as individuals.  

• The Sage of Ecclesiastes begins by telling us that a good name is better than precious 
ointment, and then he seems to want us to think about our name as it relates to our death. What 
is he trying to get us to see? 

• The author tells us in vs. 2 that it’s better to go to a funeral than a party, and that the heart of the 
wise is in the house of mourning, vs 3. Why is a funeral seen as a better place to grow in 
wisdom and to think about our life than a feast or a party?  

- Tie your thoughts into what he says at the end of verse 2. What does he mean “the living will 
lay it to heart?”  



- Have you found times of mourning / sorrow to be times of growth for you? If so, how so?  

• The Sage wants us to be in a sense living for our funeral. But how does what he say prepare us 
to understand the good news of Jesus? Or to put it another way, how does Jesus help us to live 
for more than just a funeral?  

2. Let’s think about how this text applies to us as a community of Jesus’ followers. 

•
• What might it look like for us as a community of faith to occasionally reflect on our own mortality 

together?  

3. Let’s think about how this text applies to our city. 

• How might you answer someone in our city who tells you that thinking about death is just too 
morbid? Solomon does not think it is morbid to reflect on our own mortality and to live in light of 
it, but rather wise. How would you put this into your own words?  

• How does this text help us understand God’s mission in our city? How does this text help us to 
be creative and winsome in our witness about the good news of Jesus?  

CONCLUSION QUESTION 

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change in 
your life? 

PRAYER 

What are some ways you can turn what you are learning into prayer? List them as bullet points…. 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


