
 Reflection Questions:  John 15:12-13
For the message, “No Greater Love” given by Pastor John Ferguson  

at Mercy Hill Church in Bryan/College Station, Texas, on October 24, 2021 

These reflection questions are designed to help you apply the message from the Scriptures 
by helping you think through application to your personal life, your church life, and your city’s life.  

You can use these by yourself for reflection, or with your family or small group for discussion. 
To review the message, go to MercyHillBCS.org/resources/messages. 

Pray. Take a moment to pray asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture text. 

Read the Scripture text: John 15:12-13 

“12 This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 

Bottom Line: Following Jesus transforms our lives so that we would gladly lay down our lives for our 
friends precisely because we love them.  

Let’s get started… 

• What comes to your mind when you think of “friendship”? What does it mean?   
• As a general thought, do you think our culture is good at friendship? Why or why not?  

QUESTIONS 

1. The Scriptures teach that “A friend loves at all times” (Proverbs 17:17). It speaks of a “friend who 
is as your own soul” (Deuteronomy 13:6), and it gives us examples of great friendships 
(Jonathan and David, Ruth and Naomi, and of course Jesus with his friends). These were 
friendships that were characterized by deep love. Ruth even pledged her faithfulness to Naomi 
(“where you go I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God”- Ruth 1:16-17). And David upon hearing of his friend Jonathan’s death, 
grieves, remembering Jonathan’s “extraordinary” love for him (2 Samuel 1:26).  

• What grabs your attention from these examples?  

• Do you typically think of “love” as being something that can be expressed with friends, or do 
you typically think of “love” as being something reserved for family or romance?  

2. In this passage from the Gospel of John, Jesus called his disciples to love one another, just as 
he has loved them.  

• Why do you think Jesus doesn’t just give them the command, but also the example of his own 
life? What can we learn from this?  

• The word Jesus uses for his command to love is the Greek word agape, which means a 
selfless, sacrificial kind of love. Does encourage & inspire you, or challenge you, or freak you 
out?  



3. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is called “A friend of sinners” (7:34), and the religious leaders—
seeing Jesus eating with some rather scrupulous folks, grumbled and said, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them” (15:1-2).  

• Both of these statements were meant by the opponents of Jesus to discredit Jesus. “Any 
person claiming to be from God would NOT hangout with this misfits, lowlifes, and outcasts,” 
we can almost hear them saying. But how does what they meant to discredit Jesus actually 
highlight how great Jesus is? How could these sneers actually be good news some of the best 
descriptions of Jesus?  

4. The Scriptures teach that Jesus actually died to make even his enemies his friends: “…while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us…,” and “while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son…” (Romans 5:8 & 10).  

• How does the depth of Christ’s “no greater love” get even greater in considering Jesus’ 
willingness to die even for his enemies?  

• What does the word “reconciliation” imply?  

5. How does taking Jesus’ call to love one another as Christ has loved us—even to the point where 
we would willingly lay down our lives for one another—help you understand the kind of 
community of friends Jesus wants to create?  

• How do you think being friends with Jesus is supposed to make us better friends with each 
other? How would our lives be enriched by seeking to love in the way Jesus calls us to love?  

• If I really believed and held to this, how would things change? How would my prayers need to 
change? What would I need to ask God for? 

6. Reflect on this quote from Drew Hunter’s book, Made for Relationship, “…the new creation will be 
a happy world of human friendship…. Friendship is not a temporary luxury for this age alone; it is 
also a permanent fixture of our eternal home. In other words, it never was, nor will it ever be, 
good for us to be alone. History need with neither a bang nor a wimpier, but with the laughter of 
friends…. God is our everlasting Friend, and our future is a world of friendship.”  

• What do you find encouraging from this quote? What thoughts and hopes does it stir within 
you? 

PRAYER

What are some ways we can turn what we are learning into prayer?


