
 Reflection Questions:  Luke 12:1-3
For the message, “The Importance of Character When Image is Everything” given by Pastor John 

Ferguson at Mercy Hill Church in Bryan/College Station, Texas, on April 25, 2021 

These reflection questions are designed to help you apply the message from the Scriptures 
by helping you think through application to your personal life, your church life, and your city’s life.  

You can use these by yourself for reflection, or with your family or small group for discussion. 
To review the message, go to MercyHillBCS.org/resources/messages. 

INTRODUCTION 

Pray. Take a moment to pray asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture text. 

Read the Scripture text: Luke 12:1-3 

1 In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were 
trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have 
whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 

Let’s Get Started

• Do you find it easier to see hypocrisy in the lives of others than in your own? Why or why not? 

QUESTIONS 

1. Let’s think about how this text applies to our lives as individuals.  

• In a moment when Jesus’ movement was wildly popular, Jesus speaks to his disciples about 
what’s on his mind: “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” Why might 
Jesus have chosen this precise moment to talk to his disciples about hypocrisy? 

• If hypocrisy is the gap between “what people see” and “the real me,” then how does Jesus 
warning help me to understand what God wants to do in my life?  

• How does this text show you your need for the cleansing, renewing, transforming grace of 
God? How do you want to see God work in your life closing the gap? What is his role in this? 
What is yours?  

2. Let’s think about how this text applies to us as a community of Jesus’ followers. 

• A 2007 study from the Barna Group that found “Eighty-five percent of young outsiders [to the 
faith] have had sufficient exposure to Christians and churches that they conclude present-day 
Christianity is hypocritical” (From the book UnChristian).  

• What was your reaction when you heard this?  



• If we are to take Jesus’ warning to heart, it seems wise that we should regularly examine 
ourselves by asking, “What do I not see about the real me?” What role does the community of 
faith play in helping us?  

• In general, how would you want someone to point something out to you that you are not seeing 
about yourself? How would you not want this to happen?  

3. Let’s think about how this text applies to our city. 

• It’s not coincidental that when Jesus’ movement was wildly popular, he chose to talk to his 
disciples about hypocrisy. What is the connection between followers of Jesus having personal 
integrity and the success of Jesus’ mission? Or to put it another way, how is his mission 
hampered when his followers are known for their hypocrisy?  

• How could you use this text the next time someone raises the objection of Christian hypocrisy? 
In other words, how can we use these words of Jesus to illustrate that Jesus himself wants his 
followers to take this issue seriously? What else might you want to say?  

CONCLUSION QUESTION 

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change in 
your life? 

PRAYER 

What are some ways you can turn what you are learning into prayer? List them as bullet points…. 

• God, I thank you ________________________________________________________________________ 

• Jesus, I need you to _____________________________________________________________________ 

• Spirit, enable me to ______________________________________________________________________ 


