
 Reflection Questions:  Philippians 4:1-3
For the message, “Standing Firm Together In the Lord” given by Pastor John Ferguson  

at Mercy Hill Church in Bryan/College Station, Texas, on March 19, 2023 

These reflection questions are designed to help you apply the message from the Scriptures 
by helping you think through application to your personal life, your church life, and your city’s life.  

You can use these by yourself for reflection, or with your family or small group for discussion. 
To review the message, go to MercyHillBCS.org/resources/messages. 

INTRODUCTION 

Pray. Take a moment to pray asking God to guide you in reflecting upon the Scripture text. 

Read the Scripture text: Philippians 4:1-3 

1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, 
my beloved. 

2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you also, true 
companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with 
Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

A summary of the message: 

• As followers of the Lord Jesus and citizens of His kingdom, it is our duty and privilege to stand 
firm together in the Lord, striving for peace with one another even as we strive side by side for 
the faith of the gospel.  

Let’s get started… 

• What initially grabs your attention in this passage?   

QUESTIONS 

1. Let’s think about how this text applies to our lives as individuals.  

(1) In verse 1, Paul calls the believers in Philippi to “stand firm thus in the Lord.” This resumes the 
thought he began in 1:27, “Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that…you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving for the faith of the gospel.”  

• In their situation, a sharp disagreement between two believers was threatening to unravel 
the peace and unity of their community of faith. How have you seen disagreements threaten 
the peace and unity of a church community, or disrupt the witness of the church in striving 
for the faith of the gospel? Do any examples come to mind? 

(2) In verse 2, the apostle calls Euodia and Styntyche “to agree in the Lord.” Do you think Paul is 
calling them to agree on every point, or do you think he is aiming at something else? How 
might the phrase “in the Lord,” inform them and us, of something much greater than what 
might divide us?  



(3) In light of this passage, how would you answer the question, “What kind of me is God calling 
me to be?” 

• Look up Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:9 & Mark 9:50 to flesh out your answer. 

2. Let’s think about how this text applies to us as a community of Jesus’ followers. 

•
(1) In verse 3, Paul calls on his friends in Philippi to help Euodia and Syntyche to agree in the 

Lord. What does this teach you about how disagreements can get to the point where the help 
of others is needed? Or to put it clearly, why do we sometimes need other spiritually mature 
believers to help us navigate difficult conversations?  

• If you were in Euodia’s or Syntyche’s place, would you find it easy to be open to others 
helping you out, or would you be resistant? And why?  

(2) Someone after the message told the pastor that one time she got so sideways with another 
believer that she couldn’t stand to be in the room with her. Then she was reading this 
passage, and she realized the Lord was reminder her that she does have an Enemy, but this 
other woman was not the enemy. How does reminding ourselves that a disagreement with 
another believer whose name is written in “the book of life” help us to remember this truth 
when we find ourselves at odds with another believer?  

3. Let’s think about how this text applies to our city. 

• In what ways do you think the church’s witness is hampered when the world sees the church 
divided and nitpicking at one another?  

• How do you think things would change in our community if the churches in our city were the 
one place that people could “be at peace with one another” (Mark 9:50)?  

CONCLUSION QUESTION 

What is the one thing you want to take away from this study to remember or to make a change in 
your life? 

PRAYER 

What are some ways you can turn what you are learning into prayer? List them as bullet points…. 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

• ______________________________________________________________________________________


