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The Gospel of Luke 
good news of great joy for all people 



“Twisties”
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Simone Biles
The Most Decorated
Olympian Gymnast
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It’s honestly petrifying 
trying to do a skill but 
not having your mind 

and body in sync. 
Literally can not tell up 

from down. It’s the 
craziest feeling ever…. 
I simply got so lost my 
safety was at risk as 

well as a team medal.
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Heads up! We’re 
going to be looking

at one of the so-called
“hard sayings”

of Jesus.

Image by WAYHOME Studio via Shutterstock

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/frustrated-beautiful-african-american-female-feels-1102384736


— The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59 —
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#1: A Day of Reckoning 
for this World is Coming
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49 I come to cast fire upon the earth, 
and would that it were already kindled!

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



Hey preacher, 
is this one of those
“fire & brimstone” 

sermons? Bc if it is,
I’m not really into
that kind of stuff. 



Jesus’ Purpose Statements 
in the Gospel of Luke

I have not come to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance.

— Luke 5:32 —

For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.

— Luke 19:10 —

I have come to cast fire upon the earth.
— Luke 12:49 —



Creation Rebellion Redemption Restoration

— The Four Part Story of the World —

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4

“the renewal of all things” / “the new heavens & earth”



Then I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth…. He 

will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be 

mourning nor crying nor 
pain anymore, for the 

former things have 
passed away.

The Apostle John 
— Revelation 21 —



49 I come to cast fire upon the earth, 
and would that it were already kindled!

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59

I’m ready for that day when sickness, suffering,  
exploitation, oppression, violence and death  
wil l al l come to an end. And in order for it  

to come to an end, this world must undergo 
a purif ication, that is, a transformation by f ire. 
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I don’t know, this 
all seems too 

intense? I like the 
idea of a God 

who is loving and 
patient with 
everyone? 



Should not a loving God 
be patient and keep 

luring the perpetrator 
into goodness? This is 

exactly what God does…. 
But how patient should 

God be?



 The day of reckoning 
must come, not because 
God is too eager to pull 
the trigger, but because 

every day of patience in a 
world of violence means 
more violence and every 
postponement of vindi-

cation means letting insult 
accompany injury…



…the heavens and 
earth that now exist 

are stored up for fire, 
being kept until the 

day of judgment and 
destruction of the 

ungodly.

The Apostle Peter 
— 2 Peter 3:7-10 —



But do not overlook 
this one fact, 

beloved, that with   
the Lord one day is 

as a thousand years, 
and a thousand 

years as one day. 

The Apostle Peter 
— 2 Peter 3:7-10 —



The Lord is not slow 
to fulfill his promise 

as some count 
slowness, but is 

patient toward you, 
not wishing that any 
should perish, but 

that all should reach 
repentance. 

The Apostle Peter 
— 2 Peter 3:7-10 —



But the day of the 
Lord will come like a 

thief, and then the 
heavens will pass 

away with a roar, and 
the heavenly bodies 

will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the 

earth and the works 
that are done on it 
will be exposed.

The Apostle Peter 
— 2 Peter 3:7-10 —



49 I come to cast fire upon the earth, 
and would that it were already kindled!

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59

Let’s not miss the clear implication about Jesus: 
He believes He is the agent who wil l do this!



#2: A Day of Reckoning 
is Coming for Jesus
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50 I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how great is my distress  
until that is accomplished! 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



Wait a minute! 
Didn’t Jesus 
already get 
baptized? 





50 I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how great is my distress  
until that is accomplished! 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59

death



50 I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how great is my distress  
until that is accomplished! 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59

death

to be in a state of mental constriction



50 I have a baptism to be baptized 
with, and how great is my distress  
until that is accomplished! 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59

death

to be in a state of mental constriction

to perform, fulfill, complete 





By sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, 
He condemned sin in the flesh….

— Romans 8:3 —



#3: A Day for Making a Costly
Choice is Already Here
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51Do you think that I have come to 
give peace on earth?

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



This is an easy
one, Jesus. The 
answer is Yes! 

You are the Prince
of Peace! 



51 Do you think that I have come to 
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
rather division.

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



Jesus! This makes 
me extremely 

uncomfortable. 
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52 From now on in one house there will 
be five divided, three against two and 
two against three. 53 They will be divid-
ed, father against son and son against 
father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against her daughter-in-law and daugh-
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law.

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



Important Point

Jesus is the most controversial 
and divisive figure in history 

precisely because of  
what He taught and  

who He claimed to be.



Nabeel Qureshi
— 1983-2017 —



If I knew you were going 
to become a Christian, 

I would never have 
married you. 
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Love for Jesus may 
mean you lose 

the love of those 
you love most.



Then he went home, 
and the crowd gathered 

again, so that they 
could not even eat. And 
when his family heard it, 

they went out to seize 
him, for they were 

saying, “He is out of 
his mind.”— The Gospel of Mark 3:20-21, 31-35 —



…And his mother and 
his brothers came, and 
standing outside they 
sent to him and called 
him. And a crowd was 

sitting around him, and 
they said to him, “Your 

mother and your 
brothers are outside, 

seeking you.”
— The Gospel of Mark 3:20-21, 31-35 —



And he answered them, 
“Who are my mother 

and my brothers?” And 
looking about at those 
who sat around him, he 

said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 

For whoever does the 
will of God, he is my 

brother and sister 
and mother.”

— The Gospel of Mark 3:20-21, 31-35 —



#4: Do we know how 
to interpret the times?
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54 He also said to the crowds, “When 
you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And 
it so happens. 55 And when you see 
the south wind blowing, you say, 
‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it 
happens…. 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



56 You hypocrites! You know how to 
interpret the appearance of earth and 
sky, but why do you not know how to 
interpret the present time…?

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the 
world. He was in the 
world, and the world 
was made through 

him, yet the world did 
not know him. He 

came to his own, and 
his own people did   

not receive him.
The Apostle John 

— The Gospel of John 1:9-11 —



— Hebrews 3:7-8 —

Today, if you hear His voice, do not 
harden your hearts as in the rebellion….



But understand this, 
that in the last days 

there will come times 
of difficulty. For people 

will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, 
proud, arrogant, 

abusive, disobedient 
to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy,
The Apostle Paul

— 2 Timothy 3:1-5 —



The Apostle Paul
— 2 Timothy 3:1-5 —

heartless, unappeas-
able, slanderous, 

without self-control, 
brutal, not loving good, 
treacherous, reckless, 
swollen with conceit, 

lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, 

having the appearance 
of godliness, but 

denying its power.



57 And why do you not judge for your-
selves what is right? 58 As you go with 
your accuser before the magistrate, 
make an effort to settle with him on  
the way, lest he drag you to the judge, 
and the judge hands you over to the 
officer, and the officer put you in prison.

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



59 I tell you, you will never get out until 
you have paid the very last penny. 

The Gospel of Luke 12:49-59



Key Thought

Jesus is telling the crowds 
that there is a Day in which  

we will stand before the Judge  
of all the earth, and we need to get 
right with God before it’s too late.



Can mortal man be in the right before God?
Can a man be pure before his Maker?

— Job 4:17 —



The Apostle John 
— 1 John 2:1-2 —

…if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also 
for the sins of the 

whole world.



The Apostle Peter 
— Acts 4:12 —

There is salvation 
in no one else, 
for there is no 

other name under 
heaven given 

among men by 
which we must 

be saved.



The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 2:5  —

For there is one God, 
and there is one 

mediator between God 
and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a 

ransom for all, which 
is the testimony given 

at the proper time.



Jesus may be divisive, yet 
he calls us to be decisive 

about Him.



Jesus is the Ultimate 
Reality Check.
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Jesus did come 
to secure peace 

with God for
folks like us. 
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The Apostle Paul
— Romans 5:1  —

Therefore, since we 
have been justified by 
faith, we have peace 
with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.



If it is evil in your eyes to 
serve the Lord, choose this 
day whom you will serve… 

But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.

— Joshua 24:15 —



When many of his 
disciples heard it, they 

said, “This is a hard 
saying; who can listen 

to it?” But Jesus, 
knowing in himself that 

his disciples were 
grumbling about this, 
said to them, “Do you 
take offense at this?



“Then what if you were 
to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he 

was before…? The 
words that I have 
spoken to you are 
spirit and life. But 

there are some of you 
who do not believe….”



After this many of his 
disciples turned back 
and no longer walked 

with him. So Jesus 
said to the twelve, 
“Do you want to go 

away as well?”



Simon Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to whom 

shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal 

life, and we have 
believed, and have 
come to know, that 

you are the Holy One 
of God.”

— The Gospel of John 15:13-15 —



Resolved, I will live
for God, and if no 

one else does, 
I still will. 

— Jonathan Edwards —



Though Jesus be divisive,
may you be decisive about Him! 
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