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What comes to your 
mind when you think 

of the “cross”?



C R O S S  ::   _______

H O T  ::   _______

U P  ::   _______
B L A C K  ::   _______

B O Y  ::   _______







[Titus’] troops 
captured any who 

ventured out to look 
for food. When caught, 
they resisted, and were 

then tortured and 
crucified before the 
walls as a terrible 

warning to the people 
within…



Out of hatred and rage, 
the soldiers nailed their 

prisoners in different 
postures, and so great 
was their number that 

space could not be 
found for the crosses. 

Josephus (37-100AD) 
The Jewish Wars





Welcome to Mercy Hill!



Welcome to 

Mercy Hill 
Church



My sinful self
my only shame

My glory 
all the Cross

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”



Boasting in the Cross
- Galatians 6:14 -



Paul the Apostle
• Member of the Pharisees 

that conspired to put 
Jesus to death

• Persecuted the church
• Suddenly converted by 

a post-resurrection 
appearance of Jesus

• Ambassador of Jesus to  
kings and paupers

• Wrote ~ half the New 
Testament



But far be it from me to boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ….

Galatians 6:14



But as for me, I will 
never boast about 

anything except the 
cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul 

Galatians 6:14 (CSB)



Boast = καυχάομαι 

to boast, glory, rejoice, or
exult in a person or thing

Geeking out on Greek

(kauchaomai)



It means to boast 
in, glory in, trust 

in, rejoice in, revel 
in, live for.



The object of our 
boast or glory fills 

our horizons, 
engrosses our 
attention, and 

absorbs our time   
and energy.



In a word, “our 
glory” is our 
obsession.

John Stott (1921-2011)
Anglican Minister & Author



Far be it from me     
to glory in / trust in / 

revel in / live for /   
be obsessed with 

anything except the 
cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ….



Why be
obsessed with 

the Cross 
of Jesus ?



For the word of the 
cross is folly to 
those who are 

perishing, but to us 
who are being 
saved it is the 
power of God.

— 1 Corinthians 1:18 —



For all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God.

Romans 3:23 

Isaiah 59:2
Your iniquities have made a 

separation between you and 
your God, and your sins have 

hidden his face from you. 



Infinite 
Gap

God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness



Christ also suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous,

that he might bring us to God.
— 1 Peter 3:18 —



God made him who knew no sin
   to become sin for us…

— 2 Corinthians 5:21 —



He forgave us all our sins, having canceled 
the charge of our legal indebtedness, which 

stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

— Colossians 2:13-14 —



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

Far be it from me to 
boast except in the 
cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ!

My sinful self 
my only shame

My glory all the Cross



When we initially repent 
& trust in Jesus, we are 

enrolled in a lifelong 
apprenticeship with 
Jesus in a new way 

of being human.



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

My ideal self.



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

My efforts



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

My efforts

“I’m getting
better!”



It’s at this point 
that Christians often

make a critical mistake:
we forget the Gospel.



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

My efforts



Effect #1: Self-Righteousness

“Too bad 
everyone is 
not like me!”



Effect #2: Exhaustion

“I can’t keep up. 
I’m exhausted.”

“The Christian life
is just too hard.”



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

Over time, my vision of 
God’s holiness increases.

At the same time, I’m seeing
more and more of my sinfulness.



Your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.

—  Habakuk 1:13 —



You have heard that it 
was said, ‘You shall not 

commit adultery.’      
But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at 
a woman with lustful 

intent has already 
committed adultery 
with her in his heart.

Jesus of Nazareth in  
The Gospel of Matthew 5:27



— Jesus of Nazareth in Matthew 5:21-22 —

You have heard that it was said…, ‘You must not 
murder. If you commit murder, you are subject to 
judgment.’ But I say, if you are even angry with 

someone, you are subject to judgment! If you call 
someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought 

before the court. And if you say to someone, ‘You 
worthless fool!’ you are in danger of the fires of hell.



For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not 
even deserve to be 
called an apostle, 

because I persecuted 
the church of God.

The Apostle Paul c. AD 54
— 1 Corinthians 15:9 —



Although I am less than 
the least of all the Lord’s 
people, this grace was 

given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the boundless 

riches of Christ….

The Apostle Paul c. AD 62
— Ephesians 3:8 —



Here is a trustworthy 
saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus 

came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I 

am the worst.

The Apostle Paul c. AD 64
— 1 Timothy 1:15 —



AD 54

AD 62

AD 64

“…least of 
the apostles”

“…least of 
  the saints”

“I am the worst
of sinners”



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness

pretending

performing



Don’t forget 
to remember
the Gospel!



For what I received I 
passed on to you as 
of first importance: 
that Christ died for 
our sins according 
to the Scriptures….

The Apostle Paul 
— 1 Corinthians 15:3 —



So then, just as you 
received Christ Jesus 

as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, 

rooted and built up in 
him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness. The Apostle Paul 

— Colossians 2:7 (NIV) —



Repentance + Faith 
 
 

New Life in Christ



God’s 
Holiness 

My 
Sinfulness



Spiritual growth is not 
about moving on from 
where we began—the 

gospel. It’s about 
growing deeper in the 

gospel. Or rather, 
getting the gospel 

deeper into us.



The life of holiness is 
one of downward 

growth all the time… 
[It] is a progress into 
personal smallness 

that allows the 
greatness of Christ’s 

grace to appear. 



The sign of this sort of 
progress is that they 
increasingly feel and 

say that in themselves 
they are nothing and 

God in Christ has 
become everything for 

their ongoing life.



Learn  
to preach  

the Gospel 
to yourself!



The most important 
daily habit we can possess
is to remind ourselves of 

THE GOSPEL.

—Charles H. Spurgeon —

Image by Billion Photos via Shutterstock

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/rope-bow-on-finger-pointing-1151690321


There is tremendous relief in knowing that 
His love to me is utterly realistic, based at 

every point on prior knowledge of the 
worst about me, so that no discovery can 
now disillusion him about me, in the way I 

am so often disillusioned about myself, 
and quench his determination to bless me.

“

  J.I. Packer, Knowing God



You don’t 
have to  
hide 

anymore! 



The gospel, applied 
to our hearts every 
day, frees us to be 

brutally honest 
with ourselves 

and with God….



We can call sin 
exactly what it is, 
regardless of how 

ugly and shameful it 
may be, because we 

know that Jesus 
bore that sin in His 
body on the cross.



With the assurance 
of total forgiveness 

through Christ, 
we have no reason 

to hide our sins 
anymore. 





Forbid it Lord
that I should boast
save in the death
of Christ my God
All the vain things 

that charm me most
I sacrifice them 

to His blood
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”



What comes to your 
mind when you think 

of the “cross”?



THE CROSS :: MY GLORY
:: MY BOAST

:: MY LIFE
:: MY OBSESSION
:: MY SALVATION



MHC, let’s excel in  
boasting about the Cross  

of our Jesus Christ
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that Exists for His Mission in the World 
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Gospel

Community

Mission



Gospel

Community

Mission
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