
A Nation Set Apart 
Selections from the Letter of 1st Peter



2020 
has been unlike any year 
that we have experienced



“exhausting”



?How should  
we then live



A Nation Set Apart 
Selections from the Letter of 1st Peter



1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
those who are elect exiles of the dis-
persion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappado-
cia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Jesus and for sprinkling 
with his blood: May grace and peace 

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



be multiplied to you.  
     3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
his great mercy, he has caused us to 
be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



kept in heaven for you, who by God’s 
power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see 
him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and full

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



of glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your 
souls…. 

2:4 As you come to him, a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves 
like living stones are being built up 

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture:

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believe in him will not 
be put to shame.”



7 So the honor is for you who believe, 
but for those who do not believe, 

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone.”

8 and
“A stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offense.”

They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to do.



9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may pro-
claim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received 

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.  
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners 
and exiles to abstain from the pas-
sions of the flesh, which wage war 
agains your soul. 12 Keep you conduct 
among the *nations honorable, so that 
when they speak against you as evil-

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



doers, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of his 
visitation. 

1 Peter 1:1-9; 2:4-10



Who are these people? 
Individually, they are followers 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.



Who are these people? 
Individually, they are followers 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

They testified that Jesus is the 
true Lord & Savior of the world

1

They obeyed Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world2

They rejoiced in Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world3



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 3:15

“…in your hearts
set apart Christ

as Lord.” 



Octavian:
“Caesar Augustus”

First Roman Emperor
27 BC - AD 14

“The Son of God”

“King of kings, 
Lord of lords”

“The Savior of 
 the whole world”



[Pilate] said to the Jews, “Behold your king!” They 
cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The 
chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”

— The Gospel of John 19:14-16 —



Christ Jesus…was 
declared to be 

the Son of God in power
…by his resurrection 

from the dead:
Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Apostle Paul in Romans 1:1-4



These men who 
have turned the world 

upside down have 
come here also…

saying that there is 
another king—Jesus. 

— Acts 17:7-8 —



We have seen and 
testify that the 

Father has sent His 
Son to be the Savior 

of the world. 

The Apostle John  
in 1 John 4:14



— Revelation 19:16 —

…he has a name written, 
“King of kings and

  Lord of lords.”



Who are these people? 
Individually, they are followers 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

They testified that Jesus is the 
true Lord & Savior of the world

1

They obeyed Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world2

They rejoiced in Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world3



The Apostle Peter in 1 Peter 1:1-3

Peter, an apostle of 
Jesus Christ, to God’s 
elect exiles…who have 

been chosen… to be 
obedient to Jesus 

Christ.



…we have been given 
grace and apostleship 

to bring about 
the obedience of faith 

for the sake of His name
among all the nations, 
including you who are 

called to belong to 
Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul  

in Romans 1:5-6; cf 16:25-26



we make it  
our ambition  
to please him.

”
— The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:9 —

“



Who are these people? 
Individually, they are followers 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.

They testified that Jesus is the 
true Lord & Savior of the world

1

They obeyed Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world2

They rejoiced in Jesus as the  
true Lord & Savior of the world3



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 1:8-9

You believe in Him 
and rejoice with joy 
that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory, 

obtaining the 
outcome of your 

faith, the salvation 
of your souls.



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 2:8-9

You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood,

a holy nation…



Who are these people? 
Together, they are the people of God.

The were a chosen race.1

They were a royal priesthood.2

They were a holy nation. 3



There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free,
there is no male and 

female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 

The Apostle Paul  
in Galatians 3:28



Who are these people? 
Together, they are the people of God.

The were a chosen race.1

They were a royal priesthood.2

They were a holy nation. 3



Who are these people? 
Together, they are the people of God.

The were a chosen race.1

They were a royal priesthood.2

They were a holy nation. 3



Pop Quiz!
Who is God’s chosen nation?



Pop Quiz!
Who is God’s chosen nation?

Israel? America?



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 2:8-9

You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, 
a people for God’s 

  own possession…



Now therefore if you will 
indeed obey my voice, 

you shall be my 
treasured possession 

among all peoples for all 
the earth is mine, and 
you shall be to me a 

kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. These are 

the words you shall 
speak to Israel.

 —Exodus 19:5-6 —



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 2:8-9

You are a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, 
a people for God’s 

  own possession…



Um, Peter,  
how can we be 
a nation when 

we are refugees ?



All authority 
in heaven and earth 

has been given to me.
Therefore, go and

make disciples 
   of all nations.…

Jesus in Matthew 28:18 



The Church of Jesus Christ 
is a trans-national, 

international nation set apart 
for the sake of all nations



Church, we desperately 
need to recover our identity

of being a holy nation 
set apart for the sake of

all nations.



UNHITCH
GOD & 

COUNTRY
(in your minds)



It’s NOT wrong to love God 
AND love your country, 
but we need to separate 
these to ensure they are 

not entangled in our 
minds.



CAUTION!
beware of so intertwining  
christianity and america  
that you cannot imagine  

one without the other



Pop Quiz!
Who said,  

“You are the salt of the earth… 
You are the light of the world.  

A city set on a h ill…”?



I am a Christian,
a conservative, 

and a Republican
in that order.

— VP Mike Pence —





— Hebrews 12:1-2 —

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith.



So let’s run the race 
marked out for us. 

Let’s fix our eyes on 
Old Glory and all she 
represents. Let’s fix 

our eyes on this land 
of heroes and let their 

courage inspire.



Let’s fix our eyes on the 
author and perfecter of 
our faith and freedom…

and never forget that 
where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is 

freedom.
Mike Pence’s RNC Speech



When one turns to 
the Lord, the veil is 

removed. Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.

The Apostle Paul  
in 2 Corinthians 3:16-17



CAUTION!
beware of thinking that  
christianity in america  

rises or falls with whoever  
the president is



But aren’t you 
worried about how 
secular our country 

is getting? 



…perhaps the biggest
shock to the secular 
system is China, a 

country that has tried
hard to imagine and 
enforce no religion. 



Conservative estimates
from 2010 put China’s 
Christian population 

at over sixty-eight 
million, representing
5 percent of its vast 

population.



But Christianity is 
spreading so fast that
experts believe China

could have more
Christians than the US

by 2030, and that it
could be a majority 
Christian country 

by 2050.



CAUTION!

beware of believing that 
god could never be against 
the united states of america





The LORD of hosts, who 
planted you, has decreed 

disaster against you, 
because of the evil that the 

house of Israel and the 
house of Judah have done, 
provoking me to anger by 
making offerings to Baal.

— Jeremiah 11:17 —



Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of 
Israel…the people 

have forsaken me and 
have profaned this 
place by making 

offerings in it 
to other gods…; — Jeremiah 19 — 



They have filled this 
place with the blood of 

innocents, and have built 
the high places of Baal 
to burn their sons in the 
fire as burnt offerings to 

Baal, which I did not 
decree, nor did it come 

into my mind. — Jeremiah 19 — 



One day America and 
all its presidents will be

a footnote in history, 
but God’s kingdom 

will never end.
—John Piper —



One day America and 
all its presidents will be

a footnote in history, 
but God’s kingdom 

will never end.
—John Piper —



Our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it 

we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,

The Apostle Paul  
in Philippians 3:20



Pledge your ultimate
allegiance to Jesus, 

the King of kings





Can you handle critique 
of your favorite politician or 
your favorite political party? 



Can you list 2-3 
strengths of the 

opposite political party?
And two weaknesses
or negatives of your
own political party? 





Christianity in America is suffering 
from a terrible image problem, 

most of it is self-inflicted. 



A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: 

just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another.  
By this all people will know 

that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.

”
Jesus of Nazareth

“
The Gospel of John 13:33-34



The Apostle Peter  
in 1 Peter 1:22

Love one another
earnestly, from 
a pure heart.



If I feel more of a 
kindred solidarity 

with those who share 
my politics but not 
my faith than I feel 

with those who share 
my faith but not my 

politics, what does it 
say about me?



Are you ‘leading in 
love’—or with your 

politics and pet 
causes that allow 
you to define the 

boundaries of who 
you will care for?



If your de-churched, 
never-churched, LGBTQ, 
agnostic, atheist, Hindu, 

Muslim, Buddhist, Mormon, 
or even Baptist neighbor 
thinks the thing that most 
characterizes you is your 
opinion rather than your 

love, you’re doing it wrong.



But I say to you, love your 
enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for 
those who abuse you.

”
Jesus of Nazareth 

 in the Gospel of Luke 6:27

“



When he was reviled, he 
did not review in return; 
when he suffered, he did 

not threaten, but 
continued entrusting 
himself to him who 

judges justly….

— 1 Peter 2:23 —



Do not repay evil for evil 
or reviling for reviling, 

but on the contrary, 
bless, for this you were 

called, that you may 
obtain a blessing.

— 1 Peter 3:9 —



what if…? 



Church, you are Jesus’ nation set apart & 
given the task of announcing there is a new 
King who is the world’s true Lord & Savior,  
& He alone is destined to reign over all!


