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moving through this summer 
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I really want Christmas 
to come early this year.
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The Background Story



Genesis 1-11 poses a 
cosmic question to which 

God must provide 
a cosmic answer…

What can God do next? 



12:1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go 
from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land  
I will show you….”

Genesis 12:1-4



2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a 
blessing….

Genesis 12:1-4



And God blessed them. And 
God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.”

— Genesis 12 :1-3 —



2 And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a 
blessing….

Genesis 12:1-4



3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth 
will be blessed.

Genesis 12:1-4



Genesis 1-11  
“curse / cursed” = 5x

Genesis 12 :1-3 
“bless / blessing” = 5x



Genesis 1-11 poses 
a cosmic question to 

which God must provide 
a cosmic answer…

What can God do next?  
Something that only God 

could have thought of.  



He sees an elderly, 
childless couple in the 

land of Babel and 
decides to make them 
the fountainhead, the 

launch pad of his 
whole mission of 

cosmic redemption…



The call of Abraham is  
the beginning of God’s 

answer to the evil of 
human hearts, the strife 
of the nations and the 

groaning brokenness of 
his whole creation. 

A new world, ultimately 
a new creation, begins    

in this text.



A new world, ultimately 
a new creation begins 

with God’s promise 
to Abram.



“…through your offspring
all nations on earth

will be blessed.”
God’s promise to Abraham 

in Genesis 22:18



And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God 

would justify the 
nations by faith, 

preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham 
saying, “In you shall all 
the nations be blessed. The Apostle Paul 

in Galatians 3:8



Now the promises were 
made to Abraham and to 
his offspring. It does not 
say, “And to offsprings’ 

referring to many,           
but referring to one,    

“And to your offspring,” 
who is Christ….” The Apostle Paul 

in Galatians 3:16



“
”

Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone 
who is hanged on a tree’—so that in 

Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the nations….  

The Apostle Paul  
in Galatians 3:13-14

image: Christopher Brown



You are the sons…. 
of the covenant that 
God made with your 

fathers, saying to 
Abraham, “And in 
you shall all the 

families of the earth 
be blessed.” 



God, having raised 
up His servant, sent 
him to you first, to 

bless you by turning 
every one of you from 

your wickedness.

The Apostle Peter 
in Acts 3:25-26



4 So Abram went, as the Lord told him, 
and Lot with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from 
Haran.

Genesis 12:1-4



— The Gospel of Matthew 1:1 —

The book of the 
genealogy of Jesus

the Messiah, 
the son of David, 

the son of 
Abraham.



jesus did not come 
to start a new religion  

but to fulfill an old promise



Rejoice
that God

keeps His
promise of 
Christmas!



Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4

Creation Rebellion
“The Fall”

Redemption Restoration

— The Four Part Story of the Gospel —

JesusAbraham The Church



After this I looked, and 
behold, a great multi-

tude that no one could 
number, from every 

nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and 

languages,
The Apostle John 

in Revelation 7:9-10



standing before the 
throne and before the 
Lamb…crying out with 

a loud voice,  
“Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the 

Lamb.” The Apostle John 
in Revelation 7:9-10



He will wipe away 
every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither 

shall there be mourn-
ing, nor crying, nor 

pain anymore, for the 
former things have 

passed away.
The Apostle John 
in Revelation 21:4



the renewal  
of all things

”
Jesus of Nazareth

“
— The Gospel of Matthew 19:28 —



See I told you  
I would keep  
my promise!

,



Remember,
we have been 
swept up in

God’s promise 
of Christmas



Creation Rebellion
“The Fall”

Redemption Restoration

— The Four Part Story of the Gospel —

 1st Advent  2nd Advent 

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4



Advent

The Once and Future
Coming of Jesus



The Apostle Paul 
in 2 Corinthians 6:10

…sorrowful, yet 
   always rejoicing….



…sorrowful, yet 
   always rejoicing….

The Apostle Paul 
in 2 Corinthians 6:10

,,,weary, yet always rejoicing....



And if you are 
Christ’s, then          

you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs 

according to            
the promise.

The Apostle Paul 
in Galatians 3:20



I have been 
blessed to be

a blessing.



God offers to you
the gift of His Son.  

Do you want Him as 
your Lord & Savior?



come to me all  
who are weary and 

heavy burdened, and 
i will give you rest

”
Jesus of Nazareth

“
— The Gospel of Matthew 11:28 —



JOY TO THE WORLD, THE LORD IS COME
LET EARTH RECEIVE HER KING

LET EVERY HEART PREPARE HIM ROOM
AND HEAV’N AND NATURE SING



NO MORE LET SINS AND SORROWS GROW
NOR THORNS INFEST THE GROUND

HE COMES TO MAKE HIS BLESSINGS FLOW
FAR AS THE CURSE IS FOUND

“Joy to the World”



May your rejoice in 
the God who keeps

His Christmas promise


