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https://fee.org/articles/harvard-study-an-epidemic-of-loneliness-is-spreading-across-america/


Loneliness among Americans 
has been growing in recent years, 

but the policy response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic has drastically 

exacerbated the problem.



More recent research showed that 
loneliness was worsening prior to the 

pandemic. In 2018, a joint Kaiser Family 
Foundation and Economist survey 

found that one in five Americans “often” 
or “almost always” felt lonely or socially 
isolated, and results from a large-scale 
Cigna report released in January 2020 
found that three out of five Americans 

reported being lonely.

https://www.kff.org/other/press-release/survey-one-in-five-americans-report-loneliness-social-isolation/
https://www.cigna.com/about-us/newsroom/news-and-views/press-releases/2020/cigna-takes-action-to-combat-the-rise-of-loneliness-and-improve-mental-wellness-in-america


Harvard researchers…criticize 
what they call “this age of hyper-

individualism,” saying that we must 
“restore our commitment to each 

other and the common good.”

—Foundation for Economic Education, Feb 19, 2021—



In what ways 
has “this age 

of hyper-
individualism” 

affected me
?



Life Together
- Acts 2:42 -



Gospel

Community



The Day of Pentecost was the day 
when Jesus launched His message 
and His movement into the world 

entrusting it to His community of faith.



1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, 
they were all together in one place. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



2 And suddenly there came from heaven 
a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the house where they were sitting. 

3 And divided tongues as of fire appear-
ed to them and rested on each of them. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other ton-
gues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6 And at this sound the 
multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was 
hearing them speak in his own language. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



7 And they were all amazed and asto-
nished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that 
we hear, each of us in our own native 
language …? 11 …—we hear them telling 
in our own tongues the mighty works of 
God. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



12 And all were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13 But others mocking said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice and addressed them: 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jeru-
salem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. 15 For these people are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is 
only the third hour of the day. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



16 But this is what was uttered through 
the prophet Joel:


17 “And in these last days it shall be, 

God declares, that I shall pour  
out my Spirit on all flesh, and 

your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your 

old men shall dream dreams…. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



18 even on my male servants and 
female servants in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit….

21 And it shall come to pass that 
everyone who calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.”  

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



22 Men of Israel, hear these words of 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you 
by God with mighty works and wonders 
and signs that God did through him in 
your midst as you yourselves know— 23

this Jesus, delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God,

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



you crucified and killed by the hands of 
lawless men. 24 God raised him up, 
loosing the pangs of death, because it 
was impossible for him to be held by 
it….

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



32 This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that we are all witnesses. 33 Being 
therefore exalted at the right hand of 
God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, 

he has poured out this that you your-
selves are seeing and hearing….

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



37 Now when they heard this they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the Apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?”

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of sins, and you will receive the 
Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and for your children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



40 And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this crook-
ed generation. 41 So those who receiv-
ed the word were baptized, and there 
were added that day about three 
thousand souls…. 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all 
who believed were together and had

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



all things in common. 45 And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46 And day by day, at-
tending the temple together and break-
ing bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, 

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2 (ESV)



47 praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those where were 
being saved.

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2 (ESV)



The Spirit of God used the preaching 
of the Gospel of Jesus to create a 

community of Jesus that was 
devoted to one another.  



42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

The Book of Acts, Chapter 2



devoted = proskarterew

“to keep close company with” 
“to be intentionally engaged in” 

“to be earnest towards”

Geeking out on Greek

(προσκαρτερέω)



the fellowship = koinonia

“shared life” / “life together”

Geeking out on Greek

(κοινωνία)



They met CONSTANTLY to hear the 

ACTS 2:42 (NEB)

apostles teach, and to SHARE the
COMMON LIFE....



Moving toward one another

in intentional relationship

1

fellowship =   
“shared life” / “life together”



...that which we have 
seen and heard we 

proclaimed to you, that 
you too may have 

FELLOWSHIP with us; 
and indeed our 

FELLOWSHIP is with 
the Father and with his 

son Jesus Christ.
The Apostle John          

1 John 1:3



1

Moving for one another

in willing sacrifice

2

Moving toward one another

in intentional relationship

fellowship =   
“shared life” / “life together”



And all who believed 
were TOGETHER  

and had all things in 
common. And they were 
selling their possessions 

and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need.

— Acts 2:44-45 —



We are designed by God
to flourish as a part of 
a community of Jesus

marked by our
devotion to one another.



Our default mode 
should be

WE instead of ME.



The Apostle Paul 
— Romans 5:5 —

God’s love has been 
poured into our 

hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. 



— Jesus in the Gospel of John 13:35 —

By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.



Gospel

Community



If we are devoted to  
the Gospel of Jesus, then  

we should also be devoted to  
the local community of Jesus.

Image by RawPixel.com via Shutterstock

http://RawPixel.com
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/group-diversity-people-teamwork-together-672281080


Mercy Hill is our New Family



Phoebe







Mercy Hill Church is not
so much an event to go to 
but a family to belong to. 



Let’s rebel 
againstthe status quo

Image by Champa008 via Shutterstock

http://www.apple.com


The Status Quo: 
Loneliness

Image by Pixels via Shutterstock

https://pixabay.com/photos/city-man-person-solo-window-alone-1868530/


crowded 
l o n e l i n e s s



God’s purpose, we say, is not merely 
to save isolated individuals, and so 
perpetuate their loneliness, but to 

build a church, to create a new 
society, even a new humanity,              

in which racial, national, social and 
sexual barriers have been abolished....

“



People searching for community ought 
to be pouring into our churches…. For 

there are Christian communities all 
over the world where true, sacrificial, 

serving, supportive love is to be found. 
Where such Christian love flourishes, 

its magnetism is almost IRRESISTIBLE.
John Stott

The Contemporary Christian

“



Where such Christian love flourishes, its 
magnetism is almost IRRESISTIBLE.“



The status quo: 

We are Crazy Busy 





?Are our schedules 


TOO FULL  
to fit in some fellowship 

that is more than 


S K I N - D E E P
— Dennis E. Johnson —

“

”



We Prize Privacy Over People
image: Jon Wiley

The Status Quo: 



We Prefer Polite Distance

im
age: D

aniel K
ulinski

The Status Quo:



Image by Thomas Ulrich via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/phone-display-apps-applications-292994/


Social media has certain benefits, 
but it can also be a major distraction

—an endless distraction from 
and a weak substitute for— 

real-time, face-to-face 
friendship with people.

Image by Thomas Ulrich via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/phone-display-apps-applications-292994/


The Status Quo:

image: Micah TaylorPeople Are Messy So We Retreat



He who LOVES his 
DREAM of a com-
munity more than 

the Christian 
COMMUNITY 

ITSELF becomes 

a destroyer of 


the latter....

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Life Together





making your way in the world 
today takes everything you’ve got 

taking a break from all your 
worries sure would help a lot



Wouldn’t you like to get away? 
Sometimes you want to go  

where everybody knows your name  
and they’re always glad you came



You want to be where you can see 
our troubles are all the same 

you wanna be where  
everybody knows your name



The Status Quo:
Simply ATTENDING

a Church Instead
of BEING the Church



You cannot 
become a 

devoted follower 
of Jesus apart 

from being 
devoted to His 

people.



Jesus died to create a community 
that would be known for



• COUNSELING One Another

Jesus died to create a community 
that would be known for

• FORGIVING One Another
• SHOWING HOSPITALITY w/ One Another
• WELCOMING One Another
• PRAYING for One Another
• ENCOURAGING One Another
• SERVING One Another
• LOVING One Another

• HONORING One Another



…even though we are 
called to respond to 

the gospel on an 
individual level, we 

must resist the 
rampant notion that 

church is an optional 
add-on to one’s 

solitary faith journey.



To often we perpetuate 
an unhealthy 
disconnect…

overlooking the fact 
that there is a link 

between being 
‘justified with respect 

to God the Father 
upon salvation’



and being ‘familified 
with respect to our 

brothers and sisters 
in Christ.’



So, how are 
we doing,  
family? 



How do you 
think Jesus 

wants you to 
respond to 

this message
?



What would it look like
 for you to be DEVOTED

to THE FELLOWSHIP
that Jesus died 

to give you?



MHC, may you follow Jesus  
together in such a way that  
it may be said that we are  
devoted to one another. 


