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The Gospel of Luke 
good news of great joy for all people 



?What should be the focus 
of Jesus’ followers  

at any given moment?



Always Ready
The Gospel of Luke 12:35-40



I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life…. Instead seek 
first His kingdom, and all these 
things will be added unto you.

”
Jesus of Nazareth 

“
— The Gospel of Luke 12:22 & 31 —



32 Fear not, little flock for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you  
the kingdom.

The Gospel of Luke 12:32-34



33 Sell your possessions, and give to 
the needy.

The Gospel of Luke 12:32-34

Divest & Invest



33 Provide yourselves with moneybags 
that do not grow old, with a treasure in 
the heavens that does not fail, where 
no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also. 

The Gospel of Luke 12:32-34



Jesus is calling His disciples 
to a life of radical generosity  
as they seek God’s kingdom 

above all else. 



35 Stay dressed for action and keep 
your lamps burning, 36 and be like 
men who are waiting for their master 
to come home from the wedding feast, 
so that they may open the door to him 
at once when he comes and knocks. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



Be like a faithful 
& expectant servant
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37 Blessed are those servants whom 
the master finds awake when he comes. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



37 Blessed are those servants whom 
the master finds awake when he comes. 
Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 
for service and have them recline at 
table, and he will come and serve them. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42





Jesus is the
King of Kings 

& Lord of lords,
the Servant of 
servants, & the 

Friend of sinners.



For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.
— Jesus of Nazareth in The Gospel of Mark 10:45 —



The Kingdom of God is a Feast
“Blessed is everyone who will eat bread  

in the kingdom of God!” - Luke 14:15( )



38 If he comes in the second watch,  
or in the third, and finds them awake, 
blessed are those servants. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



Be like an alert  
& prepared 
homeowner
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39 But know this, that if the master of 
the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have left 
his house to be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



…behold, with the 
clouds of heaven
there came one 

like a Son of Man,
and He came to the 

Ancient of Days
and was presented 

before Him.



And to Him was 
given dominion
and glory and 

a kingdom,
that all peoples, 

nations, and 
languages

should serve Him;



His dominion is 
an everlasting 

dominion which 
shall not pass away,

and His kingdom 
one that shall not 

be destroyed.
— Daniel 7 —



Be always ready 
at every moment 

for the return of Jesus
at any moment. 



“Do you think the 
Lord is coming 

tonight?”

Robert Murray McCheyne 
— 1813-1843 —

— “No.”

“The Son of Man
will come at an
hour you do not 

expect.” 



It’s been like 2000
years since Jesus 
said these words.
It doesn’t seem 

realistic for us to 
always be ready for
the return of Jesus.

He’s likely *not*
coming back today.  



We live 750,000 days 
closer to the return, 
and indeed, Christ’s 
return will always be 

on a statistically 
improbable day, 
when the world 

doesn’t expect him.



Statistically, an attack on the royal palace today 
is unlikely, but it would be a mistake for the royal 
guards to let down their guard and not be ready.



But do not forget this 
one thing, dear friends: 
With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years 

are like a day. The Lord 
is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some 
understand slowness.



Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but 
for everyone to come 
to repentance. But the 

day of the Lord will 
come like a thief.

The Apostle Peter 
— 2 Peter 3:10 —





The Westminster Assembly 
— 1643-1653 —



God has appointed a day in which 
He will judge the world in 

righteousness by Jesus Christ, 
to whom all power and judgment

has been given by the Father. 



In that day not only  shall the 
apostate angels be judged, but also 
all people who have ever lived on 

earth will appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ in order to give an 
account of their thoughts, words, 

and deeds, and to receive judgment 
according to what they have done in 

the body, whether good or evil.



…As Christ would have us to be 
absolutely convinced that there will 
be a day of judgment, both to deter 

all people from sin and to give a 
greater consolation to the godly in 
their adversity, so will He have that 
day be unknown to men, that they 
may shake off all carnal security…



…may always be watchful—
because they do not know at what 
hour the Lord will come—and may 
always be prepared to say, “Come, 
Lord Jesus. Come quickly. Amen.” 



Jesus stands at the 
end of history 

for every person
without exception.

— JI Packer —



?What should be the focus 
of Jesus’ followers  

at any given moment?



Be always ready 
at every moment 

for the return of Jesus
at any moment. 



We’re  ready  for  the  return 
of  Jesus  when  we  trust  in 

Jesus  as  our  Lord  &  Savior.

1



If you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart 

one believes and is 
justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses 

and is saved.



For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes 
in him will not be put to 
shame.” For there is no 
distinction between Jew 
and Greek; for the same 

Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on 

all who call on him.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 10:9-13 —

For “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord 

will be saved.”



We’re  ready  for  the  return  of 
Jesus  when  we  live  for  Jesus.
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 For the love of Christ compels us, 
because we are convinced that one died 

for all…, and he died for all that those 
who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 

— The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 —

Image by wk1003mike via Shutterstock

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/agriculture-growing-plants-plant-seedling-hand-362501594


Thank God For 
My Muddy Floor 
— Sharon Jaynes —

Image by Focus and Blur via Shutterstock

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/dirty-marks-walking-on-his-hands-423131611


One day I was mopping the kitchen floor 
and my mood was anything but grateful. 
I grumbled with each push of the mop. 

Complained with each dip in the bucket. 
Here I am mopping this floor again and 

no one even appreciates it. I feel like this 
housework is never finished. Clean today. 

Dirty tomorrow. Why do I even bother? 
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Then right in the middle of the kitchen, 
God showed up. Actually, He was there all 
along, but my grumbling blinded the eyes 

of my heart to recognize His presence. 
New thoughts began to emerge 

as I pushed the mop across 
the linoleum floor….
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Suddenly, my grumbling turned into a 
song of praise and gratitude. Thank You, 

Lord, for the privilege of mopping this 
dirty floor. Thank You for the health and 
strength to hold this mop in my strong 

hands and to wrap my agile fingers 
around its handle. Thank You for the 

sight to see the crumbs, the dirt, 
and the spilled juice.
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Thank You for the sense of smell to enjoy 
the clean fresh scent of the soap in my 

bucket. Thank You for the many precious 
feet that will walk through this room and 
dirty it all up again. And Lord, thank You 
for the privilege of having a floor to mop 

and a family to clean up after….

https://www.truthcomposer.com/inspirational-stories/thank-god-for-my-dirty-floor/Image by Focus and Blur via Shutterstock

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/dirty-marks-walking-on-his-hands-423131611


The Apostle Paul
— Colossians 3:17 —

And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, 

do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.



We’re ready for the return of Jesus 
when we long for Jesus.
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The Apostle Paul
— Philippians 2:21 & 23 —

I desire to depart and   
be with Christ, which is 

better by far.

For to me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain.



The Apostle Paul
— Philippians 3:8 —

What is more, I consider 
everything a loss 

because of the surpas-
sing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whose sake I have 

lost all things.



“A Personal Narrative”
— Jonathan Edwards, c. 1740 —



I had vehement longings of soul after God 
and Christ, and after more holiness; 

wherewith my heart seemed to be full, and 
ready to break: which often brought to my 

mind, the words of the Psalmist, Ps. 119:28, 
“My soul breaks for the longing it has.” 



…Once, as I rode out into the woods for my 
health, in the year 1737…as my manner 
commonly has been, to walk for divine 

contemplation and prayer; I had a view, that 
for me was extraordinary, of the glory of 

the Son of God; as mediator between God 
and man; and his wonderful, great, full, 

pure and sweet grace and love, and meek 
and gentle condescension. 



This grace, that appeared to me so calm 
and sweet, appeared great above the 

heavens. The person of Christ appeared 
ineffably excellent, with an excellency great 

enough to swallow up all thought and 
conception. Which continued, as near as I 
can judge, about an hour; which kept me, 

the bigger part of the time, in a flood of 
tears, and weeping aloud. 



I felt withal, an ardency of soul to be, what I 
know not otherwise how to express, than to 

be emptied and annihilated; to lie in the 
dust, and to be full of Christ alone; to love 
him with a holy and pure love; to trust in 
him; to live upon him; to serve and follow 
him, and to be totally wrapped up in the 

fullness of Christ; and to be perfectly 
sanctified and made pure, with a divine   

and heavenly purity. 



He who testifies to 
these things says, 

“Surely I am 
coming soon.” 
Amen. Come,   
Lord Jesus!

The Apostle John
— Revelation 22:20 —



May You Always Be Ready At Every Moment
for the Return of Jesus at Any Moment


