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The Gospel of Luke 
good news of great joy for all people 
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In that moment, I was enslaved to the fear
of what other people thought of me.
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[There is] an epidemic 
of the soul called, 

in biblical language,      
 ‘the fear of man….’   
Fear of man is such 
a part of our human 

fabric that we should 
check for a pulse if 
someone denies it.  



PEOPLE

& GOD is
Small

BIG

in The Gospel of Luke 12:4-7
Life-Changing Wisdom from Jesus 

Image by FrAI via Shutterstock 

are 
When 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-illustration/color-scale-arrow-red-green-measuring-1919203424


1 In the meantime, when so many 
thousands of the people had gather- 
ed together that they were trampling 
one another, he began to say to his 
disciples first, “Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”

The Gospel of Luke 12:1-3



2 Nothing is covered up that will not  
be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 3 Therefore whatever you have 
said in the dark shall be heard in the 
light, and what you have whispered in 
private rooms shall be proclaimed on 
the housetops. 

The Gospel of Luke 12:1-3



hypocrisy is the gap  
between what people see  

and the real me



The Gospel of Luke 12:4-7

4 I tell you, my friends…,



The Words of Jesus 
Recorded by Luke the Evangelist 

in the Gospel of Luke 7:34

The Son of Man has 
come eating and 
drinking, and you 

say, ‘Look at him! A 
glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors 

and sinners!’



The Words of Jesus 
Recorded by The Apostle John  

in the Gospel of John 15:13

Greater love has no 
one than this, that 

someone lay down his 
life for his friends.



The Apostle Matthew 
in the Gospel of Matthew 28:9

And [Judas] came 
up to Jesus at 
once and said, 

“Greetings, Rabbi!” 
And he kissed him. 
Jesus said to him, 
“Friend, do what 
you came to do.”



The Gospel of Luke 12:4-7

4 I tell you, my friends…,



The Gospel of Luke 12:4-7

4 I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that 
have nothing more that they can do.
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The Gospel of Luke 12:4-7

4 I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that 
have nothing more that they can do.



I’m speaking to you as 
dear friends. Don’t be 
bluffed into silence or 

insincerity by the threats 
of religious bullies. True, 

they can kill you, but 
then what can they do?



5 But I will warn you whom to fear:  
fear him who, after he has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell 
you, fear him!

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



Um…, I’m thinking 
fear in general is 

not a healthy thing, 
so I don’t get what

Jesus is saying here.



“Let all the earth fear the Lord, 
let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of him!”

— Psalm 33:8 —



…a profound sense 
of awe toward God 
is undoubtedly the
dominant element 
in the attitude or 
set of emotions 

that the Bible calls
“the fear of God.”



Mr. & Mrs. Beaver from CS Lewis’
The Lion, The Witch, & The Wardrobe





“Is he—quite safe? 
I shall feel rather nervous 

about meeting a lion.” 
“That you will, dearie, 

and no mistake,” 
said Mrs. Beaver.



“If there’s anyone who 
can appear before Aslan 

without their knees 
knocking, they’re either 

braver than most or 
just plain silly.” 



“Then he isn’t safe?” 
said Lucy. “Safe?” 

said Mr. Beaver; 
“Don’t you hear what 

Mrs. Beaver tells you?



“Who said anything about 
safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. 

But he’s good. He’s the 
king, I tell you.”



The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life…
— Proverbs 14:27 —
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5 But I will warn you whom to fear:  
fear him who, after he has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell 
you, fear him!

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42



This is my biggest
objection against

Christianity. I could 
never believe in a 
God who would

send people to hell.



English: Hell = Greek: Gehenna



And they have built 
the high places of Topheth 
[“the place of fire”], which 
is in the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom [“Gehenna” / 

“hell”], to burn their sons 
and their daughters in the 

fire, which I did not 
command, nor did it come 

into my mind. — Jeremiah 7:31 — 



Jerusalem Gehenna / Hell

The Shalom of God

Outside the City 
= 

Apart from the 
Shalom of God

“Yeru-Shalom"

The Geography of Heaven & Hell 
at the Time of Jesus



Larry Nassar - Serial Predator
Former USA Gymnastics Team Doctor & Prof at Michigan State

• Assaulted at least 265 girls  
• Over 200 testified in court to 

assaults dating back to 1992 
• Sentenced to 60 years in 

federal prison in 2017 
• Sentenced to 175 in state 

prison in 2018 
• Sentenced to an additional 

40-125 years in 2018



“I am not convinced 
that you truly 

understand that what 
you did was wrong 
and the devastating 

impact you’ve had on 
the victims, family, 

and friends.”
— Judge Janice Cunningham —

Source: CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/05/us/larry-nassar-sentence-eaton/index.html


The Apostle Paul
— Romans 3:18 —

There is no fear
of God before 

their eyes.



The more you love someone 
who’s been violated by evil, the 

greater our anger and the stronger 
our desire for justice will be. 



God is a righteous 
judge, and a God 

who feels indignation 
every day.

— Psalm 7:11 —



They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

— Isaiah 11:9 —



But I still 
don’t like 

the thought
of God casting
someone into

hell. 



Do I take any pleasure in 
the death of the wicked? 
declares the Sovereign 
Lord. Rather, am I not 

pleased when they turn 
from their ways and live?

— Ezekiel 18:23 —



— Rachel Denhollander —

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/

Attorney & Former Gymnast
Time Magazine’s 100 Most 
Influential People of 2018 



If you have read the 
Bible you carry, you 

know the definition of 
sacrificial love portrayed 
is of God himself loving 
so sacrificially that he 
gave up everything to 

pay a penalty for the sin 
he did not commit. By 

his grace, I, too, choose 
to love this way.

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



But Larry, if you have 
read the Bible you 

carry, you know 
forgiveness does not 

come from doing good 
things, as if good 

deeds can erase what 
you have done. 

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



It comes from repentance 
which requires facing 

and acknowledging the 
truth about what you 
have done in all of its 

utter depravity and 
horror without mitigation, 
without excuse, without 
acting as if good deeds 

can erase what you have 
seen [in] this courtroom 

today.
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



…the Bible you carry 
says it is better for a 
stone to be thrown 

around your neck and 
you thrown into a lake 
than for you to make 

even one child stumble. 
And you have damaged 

hundreds.

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



The Bible you speak [of] 
carries a final judgment 
where all of God’s wrath 

and eternal terror is 
poured out on men like 
you. Should you ever 

reach the point of truly 
facing what you have 
done, the guilt will be 

crushing.

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



And that is what 
makes the gospel 
of Christ so sweet. 
Because it extends 
grace and hope and 
mercy where none 

should be found. And 
it will be there for you.

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



I pray you experience 
the soul crushing 
weight of guilt so 
you may someday 

experience true 
repentance and true 

forgiveness from 
God, which you need 

far more than 
forgiveness from me 

— though I extend 
that to you as well.

https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rachael-denhollander-extraordinary-speech/



Hell, then, is the 
trajectory of a soul, 

living a self-absorbed, 
self-centered life, going 

on and on forever…. 
Hell is simply one’s 

freely chosen identity 
apart from God on a 

trajectory into infinity.
— Tim Keller, The Reason for God —



Nobody talked 
about hell more 

than Jesus. 
The question 

we must ask is 
simply, “Why?”



“My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?”

— The Gospel of Matthew 27:46 —



Without the suffering of Jesus, evil wins. 
It results in the destruction of the human 

race. It is only Jesus’ suffering that 
makes it possible to end suffering
—to judge and renew the world—

without having to destroy us.

“

  Tim Keller Walking with God
Through Pain & Suffering



In the long run the 
answer to all those 
who object to the 

doctrine of hell is itself 
a question: “What are 

you asking God to 
do?” …To leave them 
alone? Alas, I’m afraid 
that is what He does….



There are only two 
kinds of people—

those who say  
“Thy will be done”  
to God, or those  
to whom God in  

the end says,  
“Thy will be done.’” 

— CS Lewis, Oxford University —



6 Are not five sparrows sold for two 
pennies? And not one of them is for-
gotten before God. 7 Why even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered.  
Fear not; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 

The Gospel of Luke 10:38-42
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We hide from
God’s power
& holiness

We draw near 
because of God’s 

love & care.

The Fear of the Lord

Adapted from Ed Welch’s When People Are Big and God is Small



I tell you, my friends, do not 
fear those who kill the body, 
and after that have nothing 

more that they can do.

”
Jesus of Nazareth 

The Gospel of Luke 12:4

“



— Voldemort —  
“There is nothing worse than death!”

“Indeed, your failure to understand that 
there are things much worse than death

has always been your greatest weakness.”
— Dumbledore — 



“Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan demanded to 

have you, that he might 
sift you like wheat,     

but I have prayed for 
you that your faith     

may not fail…” 
— The Apostle Peter — 
The Gospel of Luke 22:31-34



Peter said to him,  
“Lord, I am ready to    
go with you both to 

prison and to death.” 
Jesus said, “I tell you, 
Peter, the rooster will 

not crow this day, until 
you deny three times 
that you know me.” 

— The Apostle Peter — 
The Gospel of Luke 22:31-34



Where in your life does 
the fear of what others 

might think of or do to you
because you follow Jesus
loom too large in your life? 
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If I have the smile of 
God, all other frowns 
are inconsequential. 

— Tim Keller, Author & Pastor —



John G. Paton

Missionary to New Hebrides Islands
1824-1907



Thus were the New 
Hebrides baptized 
with the blood of 

martyrs; and Christ 
thereby told the whole 

Christian world that 
he claimed these 

islands as His own.

“



When Paton was 
announcing his 

intentions to serve the 
New Hebrides as a 

missionary, an elderly 
Mr. Dickson protested, 

“The cannibals! You 
will be eaten by 

cannibals!”



Mr. Dickson, you are 
advanced in years 
now, and your own 

prospect is soon to be 
laid in the grave, there 
to be eaten by worms; 
I confess to you, that 

if I can but live and die 
serving and honoring 

the Lord Jesus,

“



…it will make no 
difference to me whether 
I am eaten by Cannibals 
or by worms; and in the 

Great Day my Resur-
rection body will rise 

as fair as yours in 
the likeness of our 
risen Redeemer. 

“



I claimed Aniwa 
for Jesus, and by 
the grace of God, 

Aniwa now 
worships at the 
Savior’s feet.

“



In God I trust;  
I shall not be afraid. 

What can man do to me? 
— Psalm 56:11 —

The Lord is on my side; I will not 
fear. What can man do to me?

— Psalm 118:6 —


