
Til Death 

— The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12— 

’
Do Us Part?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


Love

How the Gospel Shapes Our Relationships
- Fal l 2021 Series at Mercy Hil l Church -

image: mafleen 

Body&
Sexuality

the
, ,

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


— Adele & Oprah —



I’ve been obsessed with a nuclear family my 
whole life because I never came from one. 
From a very young age I promised myself 
that, when I had kids, we’d stay together.



I take marriage very seriously…and it seems 
like I don’t now. Almost like I disrespected it 

by getting married and then divorced so 
quickly. I’m embarrassed because it was so 

quick. I’m just embarrassed that I didn’t 
make my marriage work, you know?



Trying to explain to a 6-year-old, ‘I do love 
[your dad], I’m not in love with him,’ it makes 
absolutely no sense to a 6-year-old. So there 

were so many answers I just couldn’t give 
him ’cause there aren’t any really. Like, you 

know, that he would understand.



will end in divorce in 2021 (~750,000)

45% ~
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Average length: 8 Years

of first marriages in the US in 2021  

https://2date4love.com/divorce-statistics/

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/usa-america-united-states-us-flag-3335768/


21%
US men 

have been 
divorced

US women 
have been 
divorced

22%
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How should 
we think 

about divorce ?



Til Death 

— The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12— 

’
Do Us Part?
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1 Now when Jesus had finished these 
sayings, he went away from Galilee and 
entered the region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed 
him, and he healed them there. 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



3 And Pharisees came up to him and 
tested him by asking, “It is lawful to 
divorce one’s wife for any cause?” 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



The school of Shammai says: 
A man may not divorce his wife unless 

he has found unchastity in her….

And the school of Hillel says: 
[He may divorce her] if 

she spoiled a dish for him….
 

Rabbi Akiba says: [He may divorce her] 
if he found another fairer than she.

— Mishnah, Gittin 9:10 —



4 He answered, “Have you not read 
that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and fe-
male, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?”

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



4 He answered, “Have you not read 
that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and fe-
male, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?”

Genesis 1 Genesis 2

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



6 So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate. 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12
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Marriage is a covenantal arrangement 
established by God in which 

He joins together a man and a woman 
into a one flesh union where the 

husband and wife can also be father 
and mother to any children their 

one flesh union produces. 

What is Marriage According to Jesus?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


I take you to be my huband / wife,
to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better or for worse,

for richer or for poorer,
in sickness and in health

till death do us part.
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Under God, a Christian spouse’s 
primary loyalty is to each other, 

before anyone else, even the self:
“the two have become one flesh.” 

Image by StockSnap via Pixabay
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7 They said to him, “Why then did 
Moses command one to give a certifi-
cate of divorce to send her away?”  
8 He said to them, “Because of the 
hardness of heart Moses allowed  
you to divorce your wives, but from  
the beginning it was not so.”

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



the hardness of heartJesus:
Moses: the man hates her

— cf. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 —



Important Point

Jesus is saying that Moses allowed 
for divorce due to hardness of 

hearts, but it was not God’s  
design “from the beginning”  
for marriages to end this way.



9 And I say to you: whoever divorces 
his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery. 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



“Is it lawful to divorce 
one’s wife for any cause?”

The Question:

Jesus’ Answer:

No, it is not lawful to divorce
one’s wife for any cause.



The Lord was witness 
between you and the wife of 

your youth, to whom you have 
been faithless, though she is 

your companion and your 
wife by covenant. Did not he 
make them one…? So guard 
yourselves in your spirit, and 
let none of you be faithless to 

the wife of your youth.
— Malachi 2:14-16 —



For the man who does not 
love his wife but divorces 

her, says the Lord, the God 
of Israel, covers his gar-

ments with violence, says 
the Lord of hosts. So guard 

yourselves in your spirit, 
and do not be faithless.

— Malachi 2:14-16 —
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9 And I say to you: whoever divorces 
his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery. 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



9 And I say to you: whoever divorces 
his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery. 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12

Note: Jesus is speaking to a specific audience 
(males who had cultural power) about a specific

question (Can we divorce our wives for any reason?). 
We have to be careful about taking this verse out of 

context and making it apply to every situation. 



— cf. 1 Corinthians 7:14 —

The Apostle Paul speaks 
about another time when
a divorce may happen:

when an unbeliever 
refuses to stay married

to a believer. In that 
case, the believer is 

free to remarry. 



What about 
abuse?

One well-known  
Bible teacher spoke  
of a woman enduring 
“verbal abuse for a  

season, and perhaps 
being smacked one night.”

No! No! No! No! No! 



Let’s Be Clear

To verbally abuse or to threaten 
physical abuse of one’s spouse  

or to be physically violent towards  
ones spouse is evidence that  

one has already broken  
the covenant of marriage 
due to hardness of heart.



In the State of Texas, it is a crime
to threaten and / or inflict bodily harm

on one’s spouse.

https://wallpapersafari.com/texas-flag-wallpaper-desktop/

— Texas Penal Code 71.004 —



10 The disciples said to him, “If such  
is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
better not to marry.” 11 But he said to 
them, “Not everyone can receive this 
saying, but only those to whom it is 
given.”

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12
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We have come together in the presence and 
sight of God to witness and bless the joining 
together of this man and this woman in Holy 

Marriage. The covenant of marriage was 
established by God from the beginning of 

creation, and it was adorned by our Lord Jesus 
Christ by His presence and first miracle 

at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
IMage by Pexels via Pixabay
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It signifies to us the mystery of the union 
between Christ and His Church, 

and the Holy Scripture commends it 
to be honored among all people.

IMage by Pexels via Pixabay
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The union of husband and wife in heart, body, 
and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; 

for the help and comfort given one another in 
prosperity and adversity, in joy and sorrow, in 
sickness and in health; and, when it is God’s 
will, for the procreation of children and their 

nurture in safe and secure home. 
IMage by Pexels via Pixabay
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Therefore, this covenant of marriage is not 
to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly, but 

reverently, deliberately, and honestly in the sight 
of God and in accordance with the purposes for 

which it was instituted by God. Into this holy 
union Jack and Jill now come to be joined.

IMage by Pexels via Pixabay
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I made a promise to be there for her, 
for better for worse, for richer or poorer,

in sickness and in health, ’til death do us part.
—Dr. Jim Walters —

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/unrecognizable-senior-man-elderly-woman-wheelchair-751581361


11 But he said to them, “Not everyone 
can receive this saying, but only those 
to whom it is given.” 12 For there are 
eunuchs who have been so from birth, 
and there are eunuchs who have been 
made eunuchs by men, and there are 
eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



of heaven. Let the one who is able to 
receive this receive it.

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-12



According to Jesus, 
God’s design for marriage 
is intended to be for life. 



Let’s be aware
of a powerful
enemy that 

threatens every 
relationship.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans ch. 7 —

I would not have known 
what it is to covet if the law 
had not said, “You shall not 
covet.” But sin, seizing an 
opportunity through the 

commandment, produced in 
me all kinds of covetous-

ness…. For sin, seizing an 
opportunity through the 

commandment, deceived 
me and through it killed me.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans ch. 7 —

I do not understand my 
own actions. For I do not 

do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate…. For I 

have the desire to do what 
is right, but not the ability 
to carry it out. For I do not 
do the good I want, but the 
evil I do not want is what I 

keep on doing.



Oh, what have I done again? 
Have I not heard anything? 
I don’t want to live in chaos 

It’s like a ride I want to get off
Adele 21 photoshoot by Lauren Dukoff, Santa Monica, 2010 | https://twitter.com/AdelePhotoArt/status/956124211407474689/photo/1



It’s hard to hold onto who I am  
When I’m stumblin’ in the dark for a hand 

I am so tired of battling with myself 
with no chance to win

Adele 21 photoshoot by Lauren Dukoff, Santa Monica, 2010 | https://twitter.com/AdelePhotoArt/status/956124211407474689/photo/1



I swear to God, I am such a mess 
The harder that I try, I regress 

I’m my own worst enemy 
Right now I truly hate being me

— Adele, “Hold On” —
Adele 21 photoshoot by Lauren Dukoff, Santa Monica, 2010 | https://twitter.com/AdelePhotoArt/status/956124211407474689/photo/1





Self-centeredness…is 
the ever-present enemy 

of every marriage. 
It is the cancer in the 
centre of a marriage 

when it begins, and it 
has to be dealt with.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans ch. 7 —

Wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from 

this body of death? 
Thanks be to God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!



Seek out 
counsel

sooner rather 
than later

Image by geralt via Pixabay
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Let’s draw upon the resources
of the Good News of Jesus

Image by gerald via Pixabay
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You have kept count 
of my tossings;

You put my tears 
in your bottle.

— Psalm 56:8 —



The Lord is near 
to the brokenhearted and 

saves the crushed in spirit.
— Psalm 34:18 —
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Come to earth to taste our sadness
He whose glories knew no end

By his life He brings us gladness
our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend

— Come Thou Long Expected Jesus —



I will never leave you 
nor forsake you. 

— Hebrews 13:5 —



Jesus came to deal 
with the destructive,

self-centered 
tendencies at work 
in our relationships.

Image by scottwebb via Pixabay
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The Apostle Paul
—Colossians 3:12-14 —

Put on then, as God’s 
chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassion,

kindness, humility, meek-
ness, and patience, bear-
ing with one another, and

if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving

each other; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so you 

must also forgive. 



Let’s create 
a culture
of Gospel 
healing
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Your pain, tears, & history
is part of your story that
God wants to redeem. 
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He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, neither shall there be mourning nor 
crying nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.
— Revelation 21:4 —Image by Mikhailova via Shutterstock
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Recommended Resources


