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Working Out What God
Is Working In

— Philippians 2:12-13 —
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Don’t quit — keep going!          
— Ignace Paderewski —
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Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ….

— Philippians 1:27 —
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12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling…,

Philippians 2
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“I hold you in my heart…” (1:7).

“I yearn for you all with the 
affection of Christ Jesus” (1:8).



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
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my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling…,

Philippians 2



What comes 
to your mind

when you 
hear the word,
“obedience”?



I like it! I’m 
excited to 
follow the 
teachings 
of Jesus!



I don’t like the 
notion of obedience

one little bit. 
How oppressive! 
Especially when 
it comes to my 

spirituality. 
“You do you,” 
is the motto

I live by. 



I think of Pharisees
when I think of 

“obedience.” They 
thought they could 

earn God’s blessings 
by their devotion. 
So for me, “obe-
dience” is not a
positive word. 



We need to rescue the word “obedience”
and put it in it’s proper context. 
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All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.

— Jesus of Nazareth in The Gospel of Matthew 28:18-19 —



Disciple 
dis·ci·ple  

One who learns the 
teaching of the master 

and does what  
the master does.



…Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have 

received grace and 
apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of 
faith for the sake of his 

name among all the 
nations, including you 

who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ….

The Apostle Paul
— Romans 1:4 —



Have this mind among 
yourselves which is yours 

in Christ Jesus, who…
humbled himself by 
becoming obedient 

to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

— The Apostle Paul in Philippians 2 —



— The Apostle John —
1 John 5:2-3

By this we know that 
we love the children 

of God, when we love 
God and obey his 

commandments. For 
this is the love of 

God, that we keep his 
commandments.



Important Point

“Obedience” is not a dirty word
in the Christian’s life, but should

be the mark of those who by grace 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 



Why do you call me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do 

what I tell you? 
Jesus of Nazareth

“
The Gospel of Luke 6:46
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Wait a minute!
Is he saying that 
we need to work

for our salvation?
That seems to go
against the notion
that salvation is

a free gift. 



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling…,

Philippians 2



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
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“…he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (1:6). 



For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Apostle Paul
— Romans 6:23 —



Salvation is 
the free gift 

of God.



Justification We are saved from  
the penalty of sin 

Sanctification We are being saved from 
the power of sin 

Glorification We will be saved from  
the presence of sin.

— Three Aspects of Our Salvation— 



12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling…,

Philippians 2



“How could I do such a wicked 
thing and sin against God?” 
— Jospeh to Potiphar’s Wife in Genesis 39 —



Prone to wander
Lord, I feel it

Prone to leave 
the God I love

Here’s my heart
Lord, take and seal it

Seal it for Thy 
courts above

— Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing —
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Since we have these 
promises, dear friends 
let us purify ourselves 
from everything that 

contaminates body and
spirit, perfecting holiness
out of reverence for God.

The Apostle Paul
— 2 Corinthians 7:1 —



12 …as you have always obeyed, so 
now…work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who 
works in you,

Philippians 2
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Literally “energizes” (from energeo / ἐνεργέω)

“For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me.”

— Paul in Colossians 1:29 —



It’s 100% up to me. “Just do it!” 

It’s 100% up to God. “Let go and let God!” 

It’s 50% me & 50% God. “God does His part
& I do my part!”

It’s 100% of God working
through 100% of me.

“I can do all things 
through Christ who 
strengthens me!”

Four Ways of Thinking About Obedience

HT: Scott Sherman? 
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“In humility consider others more 
significant than yourself” (2:3).

“I can do all things through Christ  
who strengthens me!”

— Philippians 4:13 —



“Do all things without grumbling 
or disputing” (2:14).

“I can do all things through Christ  
who strengthens me!”

— Philippians 4:13 —



“Do not be anxious  
about anything…” (4:6).

“I can do all things through Christ  
who strengthens me!”

— Philippians 4:13 —



12…work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 

Philippians 2



Give what You command, and
command what you will.

— Augustine, Confessions —



Let’s Declare Christ
As Lord Of Our Lives



…if you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God 
raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved.

The Apostle Paul
— Romans 10:9 —



But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord.

The Apostle Peter  
— 1 Peter 3:15 —



Is there any
area of your 
life that you
don’t want 

Christ to be 
King over

?



There is not one 
square inch of the 

entire creation about 
which Jesus Christ 
does not cry out, 

‘This is mine! This 
belongs to me!’

— Abraham Kuyper — 
Former Prime Minister of the Netherlands



Lord Jesus,
I enthrone You

as the Lord 
of my life today.
Sin shall not be

my master
because my
allegiance is 
Yours alone.



Amazing love, how can it be
that You my King would die for me?

Amazing love, I know it’s true
It’s my joy to honor you
In all I do, I’ll honor You

—Billy J. Foote, “You Are My King” —



Let’s Declare Christ
As Lord Of Our Lives



Let’s Recognize That Apart 
From Christ We Can Do Nothing
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I am the vine; you 
are the branches. 
Whoever abides 

in me and I in 
him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, 
for apart from me 

you can do 
nothing.

— Jesus in John 15:5 —



God does not
call you to do 

anything in your
own strength!



Apart from Christ,
I can do nothing… 

but I can do all things 
through Christ who 

strengthens me.
— Cf. John 15:5; Philippians 4:13 —



We continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 

and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that 
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good 
work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great 

endurance and patience…
— Colossians 1:9-11



I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be 

enlightened in order 
that you may know…

his incomparably 
great power for us 

who believe. The Apostle Paul
— Ephesians 1:18 —



I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may 

strengthen you with 
power through his 
Spirit in your inner 

being…. Now to him 
who is able to do 

immeasurably more 
than all we ask or 

imagine, according to 
his power that is at 
work within us…,

The Apostle Paul
— Ephesians 3:16 & 20 —



In following Jesus,
plugging into His 

power is everything! 



Lord, enable me….
Jesus, energize me….
Spirit, empower me….



Let’s Declare Christ
As Lord Of Our Lives



Let’s Recognize That Apart 
From Christ We Can Do Nothing
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Let’s Make It
Our Goal To

Please Christ
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The Apostle Paul
— 2 Corinthians 5:9 —

We make it 
our aim 

to please him.



We make it 
our aim 

to please him.

ambition, study, goal

v: “to strive earnestly” The Apostle Paul
— 2 Corinthians 5:9 —



Grace is not opposed
to effort; it is opposed 

to earning.

”
Dallas Willard

“
— The Great Omission —



The gospel does not 
command us to do 

anything in order to obtain 
life, but bids us live by that 
which another has done.

Horatius Bonar 
(1808-1889)



And the knowledge of its 
life-giving truth is not 

labor but rest—rest of soul
—rest which is the root of 

all true labour;

Horatius Bonar 
(1808-1889)



…for in receiving Christ 
we do not work in order 

to rest, but we rest in 
order to work. 

Horatius Bonar 
(1808-1889)
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May you live a life worthy 
of the Good News of Christ, 

working out what God is 
working in you! 
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