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“Amazing Grace”
— John Newton —

Image from Place for Truth
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I hope it will always be a subject 
of humiliating reflection to me, 

that I was, once, an active instrument, 
in a business at which my heart now 

shudders…. a commerce so iniquitous, 
so cruel, so oppressive, so destructive, 

as the African Slave Trade!

Image from Place for Truth

— John Newton, 1778 —
“Thoughts on the African Slave Trade”

https://www.placefortruth.org/blog/john-newton-on-christ-in-the-old-testament


Amazing Grace 
How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch 

like me

Image from Place for Truth

https://www.placefortruth.org/blog/john-newton-on-christ-in-the-old-testament


Can God use  
a screw-up 
like me? 

Image by bmphotographer via Shutterstock
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To the choirmaster. A psalm of David, 
when Nathan the Prophet went to him, 
after he had gone into Bathsheba. 

Psalm 51



1 Have mercy on me, O God,  
according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions.

Psalm 51

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 



Psalm 51

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you may be justified in your 
words, and blameless in your 
judgment.

3 For I know my transgressions,  
and my sin is ever before me. 



Psalm 51

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,  
and in sin did my mother conceive  
me.

6 Behold, you delight in truth in the 
  inward being,  
and you teach me wisdom in the 
secret heart. 



Psalm 51

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean 

wash me and I shall be whiter than 
snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones you have broken 
rejoice.



Psalm 51

9 Hide your face from my sins,  
      and blot out my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me. 



Psalm 51

11 Cast me not away from your 
presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit  
from me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of your  
salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing  
spirit. 



So if God really 
does answer this 

kind of prayer, 
what should be 
the effect upon 

our lives
?



The transforming effect of God’s 
mercy and grace in our lives:

We’ll want to tell others1

We’ll want to praise God2

We’ll want to grow in humility 3



Psalm 51

13 Then I will teach transgressors  
your ways,

and sinners will return to you. 



For when I kept silent,
my bones wasted away
through my groaning 

all day long.
For day and night 

your hand was heavy
upon me; my strength

was dried up as by
the heat of summer.

— Psalm 32 —



I acknowledged
my sin to you, and 

I did not cover
my iniquity; I said, 
“I will confess my 

transgressions 
to the Lord,” and
you forgave the 

iniquity of my sin.
— Psalm 32 —



The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 1:13-16 —

…formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, 
and insolent opponent. 

But I received mercy 
because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, 
and the grace of our 

Lord overflowed for me 
with the faith and love 

that are in Christ Jesus.



The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 1:13-16 —

The saying is trust-
worthy and deserving 
of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save 
sinners, of whom 
I am the foremost.



The Apostle Paul
— 1 Timothy 1:13-16 —

But I received mercy 
for this reason, that in 
me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might 
display his perfect 

patience as an 
example to those 

who were to believe 
in him for eternal life.



Is this the 
disposition 
of someone 

who has been 
blown away by
God’s mercy?

Image by Elnur via Shutterstock
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Have you ever met a 
person who says they 
trusted Jesus because 

religious people scolded 
them for their morals, 
their ethics, and their 

lifestyle choices? 
In all my years, I have 

yet to meet a man, woman 
or child with such a story.

Scott Sauls via Twitter

— Scott Sauls, Pastor & Author —

https://twitter.com/scottsauls/status/1368540938495287298?s=20


Seeing we are 
vessels of mercy, 

should not the 
scent and sweet 

aroma of mercy go 
from us to others? 

— William Cowper —



…God’s kindness 
   is meant to leads you

   to repentance.

”
The Apostle Paul 

“
— Romans 2:4 —



The transforming effect of God’s 
mercy and grace in our lives:

We’ll want to tell others1

We’ll want to praise God2

We’ll want to grow in humility 3



Psalm 51

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness,  
O God, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of  
your righteousness.



Psalm 51

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness,  
O God, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of  
your righteousness.

“the guilt of bloodshed”



Charles H. Spurgeon 
— The Treasury of David, Vol. 2—

He had been the 
means of the death 

of Uriah…and he 
now confesses that 

fact…. He puts 
himself down as 
one worthy to die 

the death.



…O God of my salvation…”“



John Stott (1921-2011)

Christianity is, in fact, 
a rescue religion.



Psalm 51

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness,  
O God, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of  
your righteousness.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 3:21-26 —

But now the 
righteousness 

of God has been 
manifested… 

the righteousness 
of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe.



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 3:21-26 —

For there is no 
distinction: for all 

have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of 

God, and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ 

Jesus,



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 3:21-26 —

whom God put forward 
as a propitiation [ie., a 
sacrifice of atonement] 

by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This 

was to show God's 
righteousness….



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 3:21-26 —

It was to show his 
righteousness at the 
present time, so that 
he might be just and 

the justifier of the one 
who has faith in 

Jesus.



’Til on that cross as Jesus died
the wrath of God was satisfied
for every sin on Him was laid
Here in the love of Christ I live



Bearing shame 
and scoffing rude

In my place 
condemned he stood

Sealed my pardon 
with His blood:

Hallelujah! 
What a Savior!

— Man of Sorrows —



Psalm 51

15 O Lord, open my lips, and 
my mouth shall declare your praise.



The history of salvation is 
sometimes described as a drama—
the drama of redemption. However, 

this drama is actually a musical. It is 
impossible to conceive of Biblical 

Christianity without songs of praise. 

Phillip Graham Ryken 
Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory

“



Charles H. Spurgeon 
— The Treasury of David, Vol. 2—

A great sinner 
pardoned makes

a great singer.



Thy mercy my God
is the theme of my song,
the joy of my heart and
the boast of my tongue

Thy free grace alone
from the first to the last
hath won my affections
and bound my soul fast
— “Thy Mercy My God” by John Stocker —



The transforming effect of God’s 
mercy and grace in our lives:

We’ll want to tell others1

We’ll want to praise God2

We’ll want to grow in humility 3



Psalm 51

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice,  
or I would give it; 

you will not be pleased with a burnt 
offering.



With what shall I come before 
the Lord, and bow myself 

before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with 

ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for 

my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for my sin?

— Micah 6:6-7 —



What is the multitude 
of your sacrifices? 

says the Lord. I have 
had enough of burnt 
offerings of rams and 

the fat of well-fed 
beasts; I do not 

delight in the blood 
of bulls, or of lambs, 

or of goats. — Isaiah 1:11ff. —



When you appear 
before me, who 
has required of 

you this trampling 
of my courts? 
Bring no more 

vain offerings….

— Isaiah 1:11ff. —



“Sacrifices”
—Paul David Tripp —



Psalm 51

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
 you will not despise.



Psalm 51

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
 you will not despise.



This is the one 
to whom I will 

look: he who is 
humble and 

contrite in spirit
and trembles at 

my word.
— Isaiah 66:3 —



Let’s learn to abhor our sin 
so we can adore our Savior



the glory of God not honored, 
the holiness of God not reverenced, 
the greatness of God not admired, 
the power of God not praised, 
the truth of God not sought, 
the wisdom of God not esteemed, 
the beauty of God not treasured, 
the goodness of God not savored,

“ Sin is… 



the faithfulness of God not trusted, 
the promises of God not believed, 
the commandments of God not obeyed, 
the justice of God not respected, 
the wrath of God not feared, 
the grace of God not cherished, 
the presence of God not prized, 
and the person of God not loved.

“



Sin…is the ultimate outrage 
in the universe that we don’t 

treasure God above everything. 

Pastor John Piper

“





Ye who think of sin but lightly
Nor suppose the evil great

Here may view it’s nature rightly
Here its guilt may estimate

— Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted —



Nothing in my hands I bring
Simply to Thy Cross I cling

Naked, come to Thee for dress
Helpless, look to Thee for grace

— Augustus Toplady, Rock of Ages —



Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus of Nazareth 
The Gospel of Matthew 5:3

“



James, the Brother of Jesus 
— James 4:6 —

But he gives 
more grace. 

Therefore it says, 
“God opposes 
the proud but 
gives grace to 
the humble.”



…O God of my salvation…”“



When Satan tells me I am a sinner
he comforts me immeasurably,
since Christ died for sinners.

— Martin Luther —



Let’s believe that 
God wants to use 
our own grace story
to point others to Him

image by dizain via Shutterstock
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Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.

— Psalm 96:2 —



This is my story. 
This is my song.



— Galatians 2:20 —

The Son of God
loved me and gave 

Himself for me. 

— Philippians 3:12 —

Christ Jesus has 
made me His own.



Image from Place for Truth
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I am not the man 
I ought to be. I am 
not the man I wish
to be, and I am not

the man I hope to be, 
but by the grace of God, 

I am not the man
I used to be.

Image from Place for Truth
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My memory is 
nearly gone, but 

still I remember two 
things: that I am 
a great sinner–

and that Christ is 
a great Savior!

Image from Place for Truth

— John Newton —
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