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All We Cannot See
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“All We Cannot See” — Susan Lafferty

The new year approaches. 
And we’re looking sideways 
at the year that was. 
2020. 
Planned calendar undone.
Change unexpected.
Grief unwanted.
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Up close and personal reminders
of all we do not know. 
All we cannot see. 

So we look back and remember.
Acknowledge what took place. 
Ask aloud lingering questions.
Then surrender.
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Yield every part. 
To the Lord. 
Resting in the arms of the One who sees.
And knows. 

Breathe.
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Next, we look ahead. 
And consider what’s to come. 
2021.
All we do not know. 
All we cannot see. 
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Acknowledge the fears of the unknown.
Tendencies to hold back
from making plans. 
That might fall through. 

Then surrender all. 
What will take place. What will not.
Trusting the One who see
what tomorrow holds. He knows. 
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We look back. Look ahead. 
And do what we know to do. 
Because He said so. 

Abide in Christ. 
Through prayer. And the Word. 
This, daily. It’s the only way. 



Abide in Christ. 
Through prayer. And the Word. 

This, daily. It’s the only way. 

“”
— Susan Lafferty —



A Gospel-Shaped Life
— The Book of Romans 12:1-2 —



These may be 
the most famous 

lived-theology 
words ever written 
by the apostle Paul.



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be con-
formed to the patterns of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



Key Point # 1

Our lives are meant  
to be a lived response 
to the mercies of God  

lavished upon us



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



• Salvation depends not “on man’s effort or 
desire, but upon God’s mercy” (9:16)

• God’s purpose is “to make the riches of His 
glory known to the object of mercy” (9:23)



• Rebels may “now receive mercy” (11:30ff) 

• God’s desire is “that he may have mercy on 
all” (Jews AND Gentiles - 11:32)



The Apostle Paul
— Ephesians 1:7-8 —

In Him we have 
redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of 
trespasses, according to 
the riches of His grace 
which He has lavished 

upon us. 



— John Stott (1921-2011) —

There is no greater
incentive to holy 

living than a 
contemplation of    

the mercies of God.



Key Point # 2

Our lives are meant  
to be an embodied 

offering to God as our 
logical act of worship



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



The Apostle Paul
— Romans 6:13 —

Do not offer the parts of 
your body to sin as 

instruments of 
wickedness, but rather 

offer yourselves to God…
and the parts of your 
body as instruments 

of righteousness.



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



ESV: “spiritual” = logikos (λογικός)

Geeking out on Greek

rational or

reasonable

“logical”



1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
*logical* worship.

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



So here’s what I want 
you to do, God 

helping you: Take 
your everyday, 

ordinary life—your 
sleeping, eating, 

going-to-work, and 
walking-around life, 
and place it before 
God as an offering. 



Key Point # 3

Our lives are meant  
to be lived in rightful 

rebellion against 
wrongful conformity



2 Do not be conformed to the patterns 
of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by test-
ing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



do not let the 
world around you 

squeeze you into 
its own mould

”
— JB PHILLIPS —

“



The world is  
always trying to 

disciple you,  
& we are all 

students.



Who gets to 
rule our 

thoughts? ?



Don’t become so 
well-adjusted to your 

culture that you fit 
into it without even 
thinking. Instead, 
fix your attention 

on God.



Key Point # 4

Our lives are meant  
to be a metamorphosis 

into Christ-likeness.



2 Do not be conformed to the patterns 
of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by test-
ing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

The Book of Romans 12:1-2



“be transformed” = metamorphosthe

Geeking out on Greek

The same word is used to describe
the transfiguration of Jesus

“metamorphosis”



The Apostle Paul
— 2 Corinthians 3:18 —

And we all, with 
unveiled faces, 

beholding the glory 
of the Lord, are being 

transformed….





Let’s offer our 
entire selves,
body & soul,
to our Savior

for 2021



Were the whole realm
of nature mine

That were an off’ring
far too small

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
by Isaac Watts



Love so amazing,
so divine, 

Demands my soul,
my life, my all

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
by Isaac Watts



Let’s be 
transformed 

by the renewal
of our minds by 
the Good News

of Jesus



how is your 
appetite 

for the word 
of christ?



How might you 
steadily grow 

in your mastery
of the Scriptures 

in 2021?



Let us strive, every year 
we live, to become 

more deeply acquainted 
with Scripture. 

— JC Ryle —



This is what we should 
seek…throughout the 

whole of Scripture:  
to know Jesus Christ 
truly, and the infinite 

riches which are 
included in Him and 
offered to us by God 

the Father.
— John Calvin, 1509-1564 —



Resolved, to study the 
Scriptures so steadily, 

completely, and 
frequently, as that I 
may find and plainly 
perceive myself to 

grow in the knowledge 
of the same. Jonathan Edwards, Resolutions

1703-1758



Christians feed 
on Scripture. Holy 
Scripture nurtures 

the holy community 
as food nurtures 
the human body.



Christians don’t simply 
learn or study or use 

Scripture; we assimilate 
it, take it into our lives 
in such a way that it 

gets metabolized into 
acts of love, cups of 
cold water [given in 

Jesus’ name], 



…missions into all the 
world, healing and 

evangelism and justice in 
Jesus’ name, hands 

raised in adoration to the 
Father, feet washed in 
company with the Son.



The Apostle Paul
— Phillipians 3:8 —

I count everything as 
loss compared to the 
surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord.
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We look back. Look ahead. 
And do what we know to do. 
Because He said so. 

Abide in Christ. 
Through prayer. And the Word. 
This, daily. It’s the only way. 
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Ask for and walk in the wisdom and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
We are foolish to launch out in our
own knowledge and strength.

Participate in the Body of Christ. 
Fellowship with our brothers and sisters.
Encourage one another. Love our enemies.
Love.
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And go. Go and make 
disciples of all nations.
Serving our King.  
Here, there, everywhere.  



MHC, may you be
so overwhelmed by
the mercies of God,

that you eagerly 
present your entire 
life as an offering to 
God in 2021, being 
metamorphosized
as you gaze upon 

Jesus



Concluding Prayer
by Susan Lafferty


