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The Gospel According To
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“God Moves In
A Mysterious Way”

— William Cowper (1731-1800) —
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God moves in a myste@ way
His wonders to pe*fc;)rm
He plants His footsteps?'in the sea

And rides upon the storm

Deep in unfathomable,mines

of never failing skill

He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sov relgn will



J "l - 0

Ye fearful saints, freshjC@ure take
The clouds ye so m'uc:,h.-dread

Are big with mercy and s hé\jlil break
In blessings on yourhead

Judge not the Lord by fe'ble--sense



The lesson for all
readers of Ruth is that
God is working behind
the scenes to accom-

plish his purpose.
Nothing occurs in our

lives by randomness
or chance.

— Dean Ulrich, From Famine to Fulness—
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The book of Ruth
aims at the cultiva-
tion of a spiritual
skill, taught by the
biblical text to be
sure, but practiced
in the details of
our daily lives.
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Learning to read
God’s workmanship
In the mundane
particulars of the
story is meant to
help us see his
fingerprints In
your own circum-
stances also.
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DAVID STRAIN
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— Ruth,
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The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

1 Now Naomi had a relative of her
husband's, a worthy man of the clan of
Elimelech, whose nhame was Boaz.

v

“strength”




The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

1 Now Naomi had : rlatlve of her
husband' manXf the clan of
Elimg whosme was Boaz.

‘a mighty man”

HCSB: “a man of noble character”
NIV: “a man of standing”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

1 Now Naomi had a relative of her
husband's, a worthy man of the clan of
Elimelech, whose nhame was Boaz.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,
“Let me go to the field and glean among
the ears of grain after him in whose
sight | shall find favor.” And she said to
her, “Go, my daughter.”
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For the LORD your God is God of gods
and LORD of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who shows no
partiality and accepts no bribes. He
defends the cause of the fatherless
and the widow, and loves the foreigner
residing among you, giving them food
and clothing. And you are to love
those who are foreigners, for you
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.

— Deuteronomy 10:7-9 —



God’s Heart is for
the Vulnerable

The % The

WIDOW The The POOR
ORPHAN FOREIGNER



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,
“Let me go to the field and glean among
the ears of grain after him in whose
sight | shall find favor.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi,
“Let me go to the field and glean among
the ears of grain after him in whose
sight I shall find favor.” And she said to
her, “Go, my daughter.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 So she set out...



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 So she set out and gleaned in the field
after the reapers, and she happened to
come to the part of the field belonging
to Boaz, who was of the clan of
Elimelech.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

2 So she set out and gleane th field

come to the part of the fleldbelongmg
to Boaz, who was of the clan of
Elimelech.

*as happenstance happened”
*as chance chance”

— "as luck would have it” —
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The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

3 So she set out and gleaned in the field
after the reapers, and she happened to
come to the part of the field belonging
to Boaz, who was of the clan of
Elimelech.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethle-
hem. And he said to the reapers, “The

LORD be with you!” And they answered,
“The LORD bless you.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

5 Then Boaz said to his young man who
was In charge of the reapers, “Whose
young woman is this?” 6 And the ser-
vant who was in charge of the reapers
answered, “She is the young Moabite
woman, who came back with Naomi
from the country of Moab. 7 She said,
‘Please let me glean and gather among



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

the sheaves after the reapers.’ So she
came, and she has continued from

early morning until now, except for a
short rest.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen,
my daughter, do not go to glean in
another field or leave this one, but
keep close to my young women.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

9 Let your eyes be on the field that they
are reaping, and go after them. Have |
not charged the young men not to
touch you? And when you are thirsty,
go to the vessels and drink what the
young men have drawn.”



May the Lord raise up a
new generation of men
like Boaz, who protect
and provide for, and do
not prey on, others.

— Tony Merida, Ruth for You —




The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

10 Then she fell on her face, bowing

to the ground, and said to him, “Why
have | found favor In your eyes, that

you should take notice of me, since |
am a foreigner?”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

11 But Boaz answered her, “All that
you have done for your mother-in-law
since the death of your husband has
been fully told to me, and how you
left your father and mother and your
native land and came to a people that
you did not know before....”



“...all my fellow
townsmen know
that you are a
worthy woman.”

— Boaz to Ruth in 3;:11 —
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The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

12 “The LORD repay you for what you
have done, and a full reward be given
you by the LORD, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come to
take refuge!”



He [the Lord] shielded him:[Israel]
and cared for:-him;:he‘guarded
him as the apple of-his:eye;like

an eagle that stirs up-its:nest and

hovers . over its.young,.that
spreads its wings‘to:-catch them
and- carries:them aloft.
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Though Ruth under-
stands herself to be
% a foreigner, Boaz
swesmes  Welcomes her as a
member of the family
of Yahweh, under
whose wings she has
come for refuge.

The Message of R Uth




What a relief this must
have been for Ruth,
to be greeted by the
kindness and generosity
of Boaz whom just met.
After all she has been
through to now experi-
ence this comfort and
reassurance! 3
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The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

13 Then she said, “l have found favor
In your eyes, my lord, for you have
comforted me and spoken kindly to
your servant, though | am not one of

your servants.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her,
“Come here and eat some bread and
dip your morsel in the wine.” So she
sat beside the reapers, and he passed
to her roasted grain. And she ate until
she was satisfied, and she had some
left over.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

15 When she rose to glean, Boaz
Instructed his young men, saying,
“Let her glean even among the
sheaves, and do not reproach her.
16 And also pull out some from the
bundles for her and leave it for her
to glean, and do not rebuke her.”
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The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

17 So she gleaned in the field until
evening. Then she beat out what she
had gleaned, and it was about an eph-
ah of barley. 18 And she took it up and
went into the city. Her mother-in-law
saw what she had gleaned. She also
brought out and gave her what food
she had left over after being satisfied.



Before looking at that

conversation, we TONY MERIDA
should stop and con- READ
sider Ruth's ongoing o

kindness to her
mother-in-law. She is
still with her and still
serving her. Ruth
shows the same Kind-
ness to Naomi that
Boaz has shown to her.




| find Ruth example
challenging. Do you
find it hard to love
bitter people? Is it
challenging to serve
difficult people? If so,
then allow Ruth to
instruct and inspire
you! Love the “Na-
omis” in your life in
the way to Christ has
shown love to you.

TONY MERIDA

READ

FEED




The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

19 And her mother-in-law said to her,

“Where did you glean today? And
where have you worked? Blessed be

the man who took notice of you.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

19 So she told her mother-in-law with
whom she had worked and said, “The
man's name with whom | worked
today is Boaz.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-
law, “May he be blessed by the LORD,
whose kindness has not forsaken the

living or the dead!”
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FROM FAMINE
TO FULLNESS

THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO

RUTH

DEAN R. ULRICH

God's grace has a
human face. Boaz was
more than a kind and
gentle philanthro-
pist.... His actions
must be understood
in view of covenantal
grace. Because God
had dealt graciously
with him, he treated
others similarly....
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FROM FAMINE
TO FULLNESS

THE GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO

RUTH

DEAN R. ULRICH

Even so, Naomi
properly recognized
that Yahweh was the

ultimate agent of
blessing, and that Boaz
was the instrument.
God had used faithful
Boaz (and Ruth) to
restore, faithless
Naomi to faith.



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

20 Naomi also said to her, “The man is
a close relative of ours, one of our
redeemers.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

21 And Ruth the Moabite said, “Be-
sides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep
close by my young men until they
have finished all my harvest.”” 22 And
Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-in-
law, “It iIs good, my daughter, that you
go out with his young women, lest In
another field you be assaulted.”



The Book of Ruth, Chapter 2

23 So she kept close to the young
women of Boaz, gleaning until the end
of the barley and wheat harvests. And
she lived with her mother-in-law.



Seven weeks have
now passed since the
beginning of the barley
harvest, and now It’s
time to celebrate the
Festival of First Fruits.
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1

Now the tax collectors and sinners
were all drawing near to hear him.
And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man re-
ceives sinners and eats with them.”

The Gospel of Luke 15:1-2
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The Son of God
loved me and gave
Himself for me.

The Apostle Paul
— Galatians 2:20 —




As Great as
Boaz Was, He

ts Us to
the One who

Poin

Greater

IS



Let’s continually
ask how we can
" "% be the tangible
' . expression of
God’s hesed
In the lives
of others.




How well do
we welcome
outsiders
like Boaz
welcomed
Ruth?




“...the weightier matters of the law:
justice and mercy and faithfulness.”

— Jesus of Nazareth in The Gospel of Matthew 23:23 —
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Religion that is pure
and undefiled before
God the Father is
this: to visit orphans
and widows in their
affliction...

James, the Brother of Jesus
— James 1:27 —




But if anyone has the
world's goods and
sees his brother in
need, yet closes his
heart against him,

how does God's
love abide in him?

Little children, let us
not love in word or

talk but in deed
and in truth.

YO ac0

— The Apostle John —
The Letter of 1 John 3:17-18
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The real evidence of character, and the
ultimate test of spiritual maturity is not
how someone reacts to the great, the
famous, the rich, and noble,

but how that person
has responded to the
marginalized, the
unnoticed, the poor,
the struggler, and
the needy.




Not who you know, but the needy for
whom you care, this is the real
measure of men and women.

It is certainly the real
measure of those
who serve Christ.

Sinclair Ferguson, Faithful God:
An Exposition of Ruth
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Let’s Learn To Trace The Divine
Fingerprints In Our Lives




His purposes will glp ast
Unfolding every hotr
The bud may have a brlttetﬁtvaste‘

»

But sweet will be the flow'r

Blind unbelief is suregto.err
And scan His worlginfvain
God is His own mtpreter

And He will makelit




...In the midst of our confusion and
happenstances and surprises of life,
there is a sovereign God in heaven,
who's hand is upon us,
every moment of the
day, a God who reigns
over every inch of
the universe In
which we live.

So we know !
that nothing
just happens.




Not even a sparrow falls to the ground
without his knowledge, interest and rule.
All things come to pass under the
sovereign, wisdom, and
purpose of our heaven-
ly Father, working
together for the
good of those who
love him, who are
called according
to his purpose.

Sinclair Ferguson
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God is always doing 10,000
things In your life, and you
may be aware of three of them.

— John Piper —
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| want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance
the gospel, so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to alli
the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.

— Philippians 1:12-13 —



May You Be Anchored In Jesus,
the Greater-Than-Boaz,
Tracing The Providential

Fingerprints of God in Your Life

as He Works All Things Together
For Your Good and His Glory
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