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— The Village Priest from The Princess Bride —



“Mawage. Mawage is wot bwings us 
togetha tooday. Mawage, that bwessed 

awangment, that dweam wifin a dweam….”



Everybody 
knows that 

marriage is an 
“awangement” 

but what kind of 
arrangement  

is it?  

?



On June 26, 2015, same-sex marriage 
became legal in the US.

Credit: https://www.joshuakennon.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/White-House-Rainbow-Pride-Lights-Obergefell-v-Hodges-Supreme-Court-Decision-Marriage-Equality.jpg
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If it makes you happy
It can’t be that bad

Image by Kevin Kane via BillBoard.com
Used for Education Purposes

— Sheryl Crow —

https://www.billboard.com/articles/columns/rock/7647471/sheryl-crow-new-album-be-myself-pop-roots-interview
http://BillBoard.com


It seems that
if marriage can 

mean ANYTHING, 
then doesn’t it really 
means NOTHING?
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A brief note as we dive in….



What does it 
mean to follow 
Jesus when it 
comes to love, 
sexuality, and 

the body

?



3 And Pharisees came up to him and 
tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to 
divorce one’s wife for any cause?” 

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-5



The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-5

4 He answered, “Have you not read 
that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and 
female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?”



The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-5

6 So they are no longer two but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate.



4 He answered, “Have you not read 
that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and 
female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?”

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-5

Genesis 1 Genesis 2



4 He answered, “Have you not read 
that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and 
female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh’?”

The Gospel of Matthew 19:1-5



Our Premise

What we think about love, 
sexuality, & the body, 
begins with what we
believe about God. 

— HT: Juli Slattery, Rethinking Sexuality —



18 The the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone;  
I will make a helper fit for him.” 

Genesis 2



Let us make man* [Hebrew: adam = 
humanity] in our image, after our like-

ness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth. 

— Genesis 1:26-28 —



So God created man* in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them.  

And God blessed them. And God said  
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and  
fill the earth and subdue it, and have 

dominion….”
— Genesis 1:26-28 —



18 The the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone;  
I will make a helper fit for him.” 

Genesis 2



Wait a minute.
I don’t like this 

idea of a woman
being a ‘helper’

for a man. It 
sounds so 

demeaning! 



“helper” = ‘êzer (עֵזֶר) 
In the Bible, the term is is almost always used 

to describe God himself being our helper. 

Digging deeper in hebrew

“The God of my father was my helper (ezer),  
and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh.”

“I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God!  
You are my help (ezer) and my deliverer…”

— Exodus 18:4 —

— Psalm 70:5 —

— Source: Jackson Wu, "The Genesis of Masculinity & Femininity", et. al. —

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jacksonwu/2021/10/05/the-genesis-of-masculinity-and-femininity/


18 The the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone;  
I will make a helper fit for him.” 

Genesis 2

• NRSV: “I will make him a helper as his partner.”
• HCSB: “I will make a helper as his complement.”
• CSB: “I will make a helper corresponding to him.”

“fit” = “like opposite him” 
— Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage —



21 So the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, and while 
he slept took one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh. 22 And 
the rib that the Lord God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man. 

Genesis 2



 “rib” (ṣēlā / צֵלָע) = “side”

Digging deeper in hebrew

For the second side of the tabernacle,  
on the north side, he made twenty frames.

And he cast for it four rings of gold for  
its four feet, two rings on its one side  

and two rings on its other side.

— Exodus 36:25 —

— Exodus 37:3—

— Source: Jackson Wu, "The Genesis of Masculinity & Femininity", et. al. —

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jacksonwu/2021/10/05/the-genesis-of-masculinity-and-femininity/


21 So the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, and while 
he slept took one of his ribs sides and 
closed up its place with flesh. 22 And 
the rib side that the Lord God had 
taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man. 

Genesis 2



“made” (bānâ / ּבָנָה) “to build”

Digging deeper in hebrew

“Noah built an altar….”
— Genesis 8:20 —

— Genesis 12:7—

=

“…he [Abraham] built there an altar….”

“[Moses] built an altar….”
— Exodus 24:4—

— Source: Jackson Wu, "The Genesis of Masculinity & Femininity", et. al. —

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jacksonwu/2021/10/05/the-genesis-of-masculinity-and-femininity/


22 …the Lord God…brought her to the 
man. 23 Then the man said,  

Genesis 2

“This at last is bone of my bones  
and flesh of my flesh;  
she shall be called Woman because 
she was taken out of Man.”



24 Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not 
ashamed.

Genesis 2



Leaving
1 “Therefore a man 

shall leave his father 
and his mother…”



Important!

Traditional societies make the family 
of origin the ultimate value, so 

marriages were simply arrangements 
that helped the family’s interests. 

The family’s needs are more 
important than the relationship.



Important!

Modern societies make personal 
fulfillment the ultimate value, so 
marriages are arrangements the 

help advance personal happiness. 
The individual’s needs are more 
important than the relationship.



Important!
The Biblical ideal of marriage is a 

covenantal arrangement that sees God and 
his purposes as the ultimate value. Marriage 

advances the ideals set out for it by God 
himself. A new family unit is created that is 
more important than the family of origin’s 

interests and more important than the 
personal fulfillment of the individual though 
both are still important (just not ultimate).

— HT: Tim Keller —



2
Cleaving
“…and hold fast 
     to his wife…”

KJV: “cleave to his wife”

NIV: “be united to his wife”
NKJV: “be joined to his wife”



“…the Lord was 
witness between you 
and the wife of your 
youth…she is your 

companion and your 
wife by covenant.  
Did not he make  

them one …? 
— Malachi 2:14-15 —



…the adulteress…who forsakes the 
partner of her youth and ignored the 

covenant she made before God.
— Proverbs 2:16-17 —



Covenant 
Promises

Image by StockSnap via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/love-couple-romance-kiss-intimate-2587456/


…those who are in love 
have a natural inclina-

tion to bind themselves 
by promises. Love 
songs all over the 

world are full of vows 
of eternal constancy.

CS Lewis, Oxford Scholar 
Mere Christianity



The Christian law is  
not forcing upon  

the passion of love 
something that is 

foreign to that passion's 
own nature; it is de-
manding that lovers 

should take seriously 
something that their 
passion itself impels 

them to do. 

CS Lewis, Oxford Scholar 
Mere Christianity



And of course, the 
promise, made when I 

am in love and because 
I am in love, to be true 
to the beloved as long 

as I live, commits me to 
being true even if I 
cease to be in love. CS Lewis, Oxford Scholar 

Mere Christianity



A promise must be 
about things that I can 
do, about actions: no 

one can promise to go 
on feeling in a certain 
way. He might as well 
promise never to have 
a headache or always 

to feel hungry.
CS Lewis, Oxford Scholar 

Mere Christianity



Wedding vows are not a declaration of 
present love but a mutually binding 
promise of future love. A wedding 
should not be primarily a celebration 
of how loving you feel now—
that can safely be assumed.

Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage



Rather, in a wedding you stand up before 
God, your family, and all the main institu-
tions of society, and you promise to be 
loving, faithful, and true to the other 
person in the future, regard-
less of undulating internal 
feelings or external 
circumstances.
Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage



“In the presence and sight of God, 
will you take this woman to be your 
wife in the covenant of marriage? 

Will you love her, serve her, comfort, 
honor, and keep her; and, forsaking 
all others, will you be faithful to her 

as long as you both shall live?”

Image by StockSnap via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/love-couple-romance-kiss-intimate-2587456/


“I take you to be my lawfully wedded 
husband, and I promise and 

covenant before God and these 
witnesses to be your loving and 

faithful wife, for better or for worse, 
in plenty and in want, in joy and 

in sorrow, in sickness and in health, 
as long as we both shall live.”

Image by StockSnap via Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/photos/love-couple-romance-kiss-intimate-2587456/


“What therefore 
God has joined together, 

let no man separate.”

— Jesus of Nazareth —
The Gospel of Matthew19:6



3
Weaving

“…and the two shall 
   become one flesh.”



Eat, friends, drink, 
and be drunk with love. 

— Song of Solomon 5:1—





“Don’t you know that when you sleep 
with someone, your body makes a 
promise whether you do or not!”



From the one God made two 
so that the two may become one 

and fill the earth with sacred  
image bearers of Himself.
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Marriage is a covenantal arrangement 
established by God in which 

He joins together a man and a woman 
into a one flesh union where the 

husband and wife can also be father 
and mother to any children their 

one flesh union produces. 

What is Marriage According to Jesus?

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/


Let’s follow Jesus’
teaching regarding love, 

sexuality, & the body. 



Let’s embrace the fact  
that God has called us  

to follow Jesus in  
this cultural moment,  

for such a time as this.



Let’s engage this  
moment bc we are for  

people not against them, 
Let’s do it with the grace, 
mercy, and compassion  

of our Lord Jesus.



• What do you believe about 
marriage?  

• Do you believe it can mean 
anything?  

• What do you think of Jesus’ 
definition of marriage?  



Mercy Hill Church, 
out of allegiance to Jesus Christ,
may you elevate marriage to it’s 

rightful place as a sacred covenant
 between a man and a woman,

just as Jesus said it was
from the beginning.
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