
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
April 18, 2021 

 
Welcome! 

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
To all who mourn and long for comfort; 
To all who struggle and desire victory; 

To all who sin and need a Savior; 
To all who are strangers and want fellowship; 

And to whoever will come – 
 

This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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 April 18, 2021 
 3rd Sunday of Easter 

God Calls Us To Worship 
 
 
Responsive Call to Worship from Ps. 145:8-13 

 
Leader:  The LORD is gracious and merciful,   
Unison: Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Leader: The LORD is good to all, 
Unison: And His mercy is over all that He has made. 
Leader: All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD,   
Unison: And all Your saints shall bless You! 
Leader: They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and tell of Your 

power, 
Unison: To make known to the children of man Your mighty deeds, 

and the glorious splendor of Your kingdom. 
Leader: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
Unison: And Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 

We Celebrate The Resurrection 
 

 
“Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” 

Come, behold the wondrous mystery, 
In the dawning of the King. 
He, the theme of heaven’s praises, 
Robed in frail humanity. 
In our longing, in our darkness, 
Now the light of life has come! 
Look to Christ who condescended, 
Took on flesh to ransom us. 
 
Come, behold the wondrous mystery, 
He the perfect Son of Man. 
In His living, in His suffering, 
Never trace nor stain of sin. 
See the true and better Adam, 
Come to save the hell-bound man. 
Christ, the great and sure fulfillment 
Of the law; in Him we stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3  

Come, behold the wondrous mystery, 
Christ the Lord upon the tree. 
In the stead of ruined sinners 
Hangs the Lamb in victory. 
See the price of our redemption, 
See the Father’s plan unfold. 
Bringing many sons to glory, 
Grace unmeasured, love untold. 
 
Come, behold the wondrous mystery, 
Slain by death the God of life. 
But no grave could e’er restrain Him; 
Praise the Lord, He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliv’rance, 
How unwavering our hope. 
Christ in power resurrected 
As we will be when He comes. 

 
Acknowledging God’s Presence 

 
Worship Theme 
   No Other Name 
 
Theme Verses 

“This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  
Acts 4:11-12 

 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
Trinity Hymnal #629 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry  
Everything to God in prayer. 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
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Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

We Confess Our Sins 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 
Unison:  Almighty and most merciful God, we have erred and strayed 

from Your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against Your holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done; and we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have 
mercy upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, according to Your promises 
declared unto the world in Jesus Christ our Lord. And grant, 
most merciful Father, for His sake, that we may live a holy, 
just, and joyful life to the glory of Your holy name.  

 
Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession. 

 
Responsive Assurance of Pardon  

Based on Rom. 8:1-2 
 
Leader: Hear the good news! There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life 
has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you, 
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Unison: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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“How Great is Our God” 
(Refrain)  
How great is our God! Sing with me, 
How great is our God - and all will see 
How great, how great is our God! 
 
The splendor of a King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 
And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice. 
(Refrain) 
 
Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands, 
Beginning and the End, Beginning and the End; 
The Godhead three in one, He’s the Father, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb, The Lion and the Lamb. 
(Refrain) 

 
You’re the name above all names, worthy of our praise; 
My heart will sing: How great is our God!  
(Refrain)  

 
Affirmation of Faith from Heidelberg Catechism, Q+A 110-111 

 
Leader: What does God forbid in the eighth commandment? 
Unison:  God forbids not only outright theft and robbery but also 

such wicked schemes and devices as false weights and 
measures, deceptive merchandising, counterfeit money, and 
usury; we must not defraud our neighbor in any way, 
whether by force or by show of right. In addition God 
forbids all greed and all abuse or squandering of His gifts. 

Leader: What does God require of you in this commandment? 
Unison: I must promote my neighbor’s good wherever I can and 

may, deal with him as I would like others to deal with me, 
and work faithfully so that I may be able to give to those in 
need. 

 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
Trinity Hymnal #347 

The church’s one foundation  
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation  
By water and the Word: 
From heav’n He came and sought her  
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her,  
And for her life He died. 

 
 
 



 6 

Elect from ev’ry nation,  
Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation:  
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses,  
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses,  
With ev’ry grace endued. 

 
Though with a scornful wonder  
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder,  
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping,  
Their cry goes up, “how long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 
 
The church shall never perish! 
Her dear Lord to defend, 
To guide, sustain, and cherish, 
Is with her to the end; 
Though there be those that hate her, 
And false sons in her pale, 
Against both foe and traitor  
She ever shall prevail. 

 
Personal Testimony 

 
Prayer of Intercession – MPC Elder – Bill Camp 
 

We Reflect On God’s Word 
 

 
Reading God’s Word – Acts 18:1-17 
 
Applying God’s Word 

Pastor Bill Lovell 
“The Mission to Corinth: The Surprising God” 
 
Sermons can be listened to, or downloaded, through our web site 

 

We Respond To God’s Grace 
 

 
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer) 
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Closing Song – “Jesus I My Cross Have Taken” 
 
Jesus I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee - 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I've sought or hoped or known -  
Yet how rich is my condition: 
God and heaven are still my own. 
 
Man may trouble and distress me, 
'Twill but drive me to Thy breast; 
Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heav’n will bring me sweeter rest. 
Oh 'tis not in grief to harm me, 
While Thy love is left to me; 
Oh 'twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmixed with Thee. 
 
Hasten on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith and winged by prayer. 
Heav’n's eternal day’s before me; 
God's own hand shall guide me there. 
Soon shall close my earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass my pilgrim days. 
Hope shall change to glad fruition; 
Faith to sight and prayer to praise. 
 

We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing 
 
 
Closing Blessing  
 
 
Postlude and Meditation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” Words and Music by Matt Papa, Matt Boswell, and Michael 
Bleecker – © 2013 Love Your Enemies Publishing. All rights reserved. Used with Permission. “What 
a Friend We Have in Jesus” Words by Joseph Scriven, Music by Charles C. Converse. “How Great 
Is Our God” Words and music by Christopher Tomlin;Jesse Pryor Reeves;Edmond Martin Cash. 
Copyright 2004 worshiptogether.com songs.  Sixsteps music, Alletrop music. “The Church’s One 
Foundation” Words by Samuel J. Stone, Music by Samuel S. Wesley. “Jesus, I My Cross Have 
Taken” Words by Henry Lyte, music by W.A. Mozart, alt. by Bill Moore – © 2001 Bill Moore Music, 
used by permission, all rights reserved. CCLI License # 451603. 
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Sermon Text: Acts 18:1-17 
 
1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named 
Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 
because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to 
see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and 
worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue 
every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 
 
5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the 
word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed 
and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he 
left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of 
the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to 
Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be 
silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have 
many in this city who are my people.” 11 And he stayed a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them. 
 
12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on 
Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is persuading 
people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open 
his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious 
crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a 
matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it 
yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the 
tribunal. 17 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat 
him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. 
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Sermon Title: The Mission to Corinth: The Surprising God 
 

I. Paul's Surprising Journey (vv 1-4; cf 15:36) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II. Paul's Surprising Decision (vv 5-8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. God's Surprising Assurance (vv 9-17) 
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Life at Metrocrest – Announcements for the Week – 4/18/21 
 

Our Mission: To discover the love of God and share it with others. 
 
Today 
 

1. Happy Easter: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is far too glorious and far 
too meaningful to remember on just one day! So, traditionally, there is a 
whole season–fifty days–from Easter to Pentecost–during which we will 
reflect on, and specially celebrate, Jesus' conquest of death. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

2. The Power of Testimony: This year, during Easter, just before the 
Intercessory Prayer and the Sermon, we will be inviting members of the 
church to come forward to share their personal testimony of life in the 
resurrected Christ.  

3. Updated COVID Policy: In compliance with guidance from the State of 
Texas, the Session at MPC strongly encourages, but does not require, 
face coverings at church. The Session intends to continue to provide an 
online worship option via Facebook Live, as well as a mask-requested 
space in the Multi-Purpose Room.  

4. Youth Ministry: Tonight, The Gathering, our large group meeting for all 
middle and high school youth, will meet at 6:00pm at the Fowlers’ (880 
River Oaks Drive Fairview 75069). They will provide hot dogs, water, and 
smores! We hope to see you there!  

5. Officer Nominations: The Session presents the following names for the 
congregation's consideration for nomination to church office–To serve on 
the Session, Larry Perry; to serve on the Board of Deacons, Dalton Dallas, 
Will Grover, Justin Sterenberg, and Josh Wyman. These men have been 
trained and determined to be qualified for office according to the 
Scriptures. Biographical material is forthcoming. The MPC bylaws were 
suspended at a congregational meeting in March to allow the nomination of 
candidates who transferred to MPC from CCC. Nominations will be 
accepted until next Sunday, April 25th. Nominations are to be submitted on 
the form provided. On one form, you may nominate one, some, or all of 
those listed. Completed nomination forms should be deposited in the 
designated box in the lobby. God willing, elections will be held at a called 
congregational meeting on Sunday, May 30th. Please pray for God's 
direction.  

 
Upcoming Activities & Events 
 

6. Women’s Ministry: On Tuesdays from 10-11am, there will be a Ladies' 
Prayer Time hosted by Gwen Sterenberg via Zoom. More details and the 
Zoom meeting invitation are available via Realm, or you may contact the 
church office for details.  
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7. Fellowship@MPC Save the Dates: Under the Session's oversight, Joe 
and Kristen McAnally and Steve & Liz Withers have begun organizing 
fellowship opportunities for our church family. The first planned fellowship 
activity is a kickoff picnic after church, in the park across the street, set 
tentatively for Sunday, May 2. The second planned fellowship activity 
involves suppers in church members' homes, set tentatively for Saturday, 
June 12. Think Acts 2:46–and watch for further details!  

8. Interested in Membership? Please let Pastor Bill Lovell know so we can 
organize a Discovering Metrocrest Class on an upcoming Saturday 
morning, TBD, from 9-Noon. Here is the opportunity to learn more about 
our church and what makes us tick, with special reference to our 
community, our history, and our theological distinctives. You can contact 
Pastor Bill by phoning the church office (972-394-1122), via email at 
bill@metrocrestchurch.org, or letting us know on your welcome card.  

9. Women’s Ministry: Calling all women of MPC - On Wednesday, May 5th at 
7pm, we’d like to invite you to The Grind Burger Bar (2500 King Arthur 
Blvd. #100 The Colony. 75056) for our Ladies Night Out! There will be 
great food, fellowship, and conversation. We hope to see you there!  

 
News & Needs 
 

10. Sunday School: With remediation and restoration rapidly drawing to a 
resolution after last month's flood in the Sunday School wing, we’re 
counting the days until MPC can re-open our Christian education program 
for kids, teens, and adults. Stay tuned for more information!  

11. Water Damage: MPC had a burst pipe which damaged the hall and 
classrooms to the left of the lobby. Please bear with us while it is under 
repair.  

12. Life Change for the month of April will support MNA Disaster Response 
- Sheds of Hope, a project in which teams go to a property that has been 
destroyed and build a permanent structure that the family will own to store 
their belongings while their home is being restored. 

 
High Fives & Thanks 

 
13. Thank you to God and to each of you for your continued financial 

support as MPC seeks to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our 
community and beyond! On December 20, 2020, we reported a cumulative 
revenue shortfall of $31,881 for the current budget year. Today, by God's 
grace through you and your family's stewardship, we now have a revenue 
surplus.  
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Please click here to fill out our Welcome Card or to submit a prayer request. We 
would love to know that you worshipped with us today!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
 

Investing in God’s Work:  

 
                                               Difference to date + or – (  + $9,939) 
                                                       

 
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $359,090, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $29,924, 

which comes to about $6,906 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2020 - June 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Let’s get connected! Realm allows you to update your personal 
information, communicate with groups and teams, follow church 
announcements, look up members, manage online giving, and join 
events. To get started, contact us through the church office at 
info@metrocrestchurch.org and we will help you get on your way!  

 
 

 

Metrocrest Presbyterian Church | 1265 E. Hebron Pkwy Carrollton, TX 75010 | 972.394.1122 
www.MetrocrestChurch.org     |     Facebook: MetrocrestPCA     |    Twitter: @MetrocrestPCA 

Last Week’s Offering: $   11,263 Projected Giving to Date: $ 283,146 

March Total Giving:  $   26,031     Actual Giving to Date: $ 294,035 

    

 

Bill Lovell  Pastor   bill@metrocrestchurch.org 

Laura Stites Administrative Assistant laura@metrocrestchurch.org 

Colin Deay Director of Music and Worship colin@metrocrestchurch.org 

Steve Thomas Treasurer treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org 
Jay Marble Youth Ministry jay@metrocrestchurch.org 
 
   

 

The Session (Elders) 
 

The Board of Deacons 
Bill Camp Bill Greisser 
Troy Carter Daniel Greisser  
David Sheets T 
James Woods   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dm2MrpmINe3y-lyOLpnoKEWQXl5ZXfpgWncKXpOLMcM/edit
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