Welcome!
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who struggle and desire victory;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who are strangers and want fellowship;
And to whoever will come –
This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

April 19, 2020

God Calls Us To Worship
Call to Worship from Is. 61:10-11
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for He has
clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings
forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the
nations.

We Celebrate The Resurrection
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Trinity Hymnal #53, verses 1-3, 5
Praise to the Lord,
The Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,
For He is Thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord,
Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth;
Shelters thee under His wings,
Yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord,
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely His goodness and mercy
Here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty will do
If with His love He befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord!
O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath,
Come now with praises before Him!
Let the amen sound from His people again;
Gladly fore’er we adore Him.
Acknowledging God’s Presence
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Worship Theme
The Spirit Speaking Through You
Theme Verses
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over
to courts and flog you in their synagogues and you will be dragged before
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the
Gentiles. When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak
or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour.
For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Matthew 10:16-20

“’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”
Trinity Hymnal #679
‘Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His word;
Just to rest upon His promise;
Just to know, “thus saith the Lord.”
(Refrain)
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!
O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood;
Just in simple faith to plunge me
‘Neath the healing, cleansing flood! (Refrain)
Yes, ‘tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace. (Refrain)
I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that Thou art with me,
Wilt be with me to the end. (Refrain)
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We Confess Our Sins
Prayer of Confession
Unison:

Holy Father, we acknowledge and confess a sinful nature
prone to evil and slow in doing good. You alone know how
often we sin. Lord, have mercy upon us. Teach us to hate
our errors; cleanse us from even our secret faults. Help us,
holy and loving Father, to live in Your light and walk in Your
ways, for the sake of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ.
Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession.
Responsive Assurance of Pardon
Based on 1 Pet. 2:24

Leader:

Unison:

Hear the good news! Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By
His wounds you have been healed.
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you,
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life.
Thanks be to God.

Greet those nearby in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
“Speak O Lord”
Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak O Lord, and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory.
Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail;
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.
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Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds,
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us;
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises,
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory.
Prayer of Intercession
Lord’s Prayer
Unison:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Reflect On God’s Word
Reading God’s Word – Acts 6:8-7:53
Applying God’s Word
Bill Camp
“Fearless and Faithful”
Sermons can be listened to or downloaded through our web site

We Respond To God’s Grace
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer)
Closing Song – “Amazing Grace”
Trinity Hymnal #460, verses 1-3, 6
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’ve first begun.

We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing
Benediction

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Words by Joachim Neander, tr. by Catherine Winkworth. “’Tis
So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” Words by Louisa M.R. Stead, Music by William J. Kirkpatrick. “Speak
O Lord” Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend – © 2005 Thankyou Music. All rights
reserved. CCLI song # 4615235. “Amazing Grace” Words by John Newton, Music arr. by Edwin O.
Excell. CCLI License # 451603.
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Sermon Text: Acts 6:8-7:53
8 And

Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and
of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they
could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was
speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the
people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him
and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said,
“This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and
will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
7 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: “Brothers
and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he
was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go out from
your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then
he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his
father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now
living. 5 Yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but
promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though
he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be
sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict
them four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said God,
‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ 8 And he gave
him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac,
and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob,
and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.
9 “And

the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with
him 10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his
household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and
great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that
there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the
second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family
became known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father
and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into
Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to
Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from
the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
17 “But

as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to
Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over
Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race
and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept
alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he was beautiful in God's sight.
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And he was brought up for three months in his father's house, 21 and when he
was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own
son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he
was mighty in his words and deeds.
23 “When

he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the
children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the
oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed
that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his
hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to
them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are
brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his
neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over
us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this
retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became
the father of two sons.
30 “Now

when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness
of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was
amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the
Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of
Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to
him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is
holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt,
and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now
come, I will send you to Egypt.’
35 “This

Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a
judge?’—this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel
who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders
and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty
years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the one who was in the
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai,
and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers
refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to
Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this
Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol
and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave
them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the
prophets:
“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,
during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
43 You took up the tent of Moloch
and the star of your god Rephan,
the images that you made to worship;
and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’
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44 “Our

fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to
Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our
fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that
God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found
favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of
Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does
not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,
49 “‘Heaven

is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’
51 “You

stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist
the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and
murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep
it.”
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Sermon Title: Fearless and Faithful
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I.

Stephen’s Service and Seizure (6:8-15)

II.

Stephen’s Speech (7:1-50)

III.

Stephen’s Stand (7:51-53)

Living the Metrocrest Vision – Announcements for the Week
Our Mission: In dependence on Christ, we worship God the Father, grow in the
grace of His Son, and serve our community and the world in the power of His
Spirit.
To do this, we strive as a community to Worship, Walk, and Work together.
Opportunities for Worship
• April 26, 2020: Join us as Dr. Paul Fowler preaches on Acts 7:54-8:1a.
• Life Change for the month of April will support Sharon Abebe, MPC
missionary that is serving in Ethiopia.
• Youth Ministry: Please join us for a virtual youth group meeting this
evening via Zoom at 6:00pm. Your youth group leaders will email you
with more details!
• Tabletalk Devotions are available free of charge to aid in your personal,
daily worship of God. If you’d like a copy mailed to you, please contact
Laura at the church office.
Opportunities to Walk and Work together
• Women’s Ministry: On Tuesdays from 10-11 AM, there will be a
Ladies' Prayer Time hosted by Gwen Sterenberg via Zoom. Enjoy some
coffee and a time to pray with other ladies from the church all in the
comfort of your own home. More details and the Zoom meeting invitation
are available via Realm, or you may contact the church office for details.
• Men’s Book Study: Please join us on Tuesday evenings at 7pm as we
consider Timothy Keller’s book, “Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy
with God”. In this book, Keller offers biblical guidance as well as specific
prayers for certain situations, such as dealing with grief, loss, love, and
forgiveness. He discusses ways to make prayers more personal and
powerful, and how to establish a practice of prayer that works for each
reader. For more information, and the Zoom invitation, please contact
Paul Hartgrove (paul.hartgrove@gmail.com).
• Care Groups are still meeting throughout the week and month. Please
reach out to your care group leader for more details.
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Thank you for worshipping with us today! If you have a prayer request that
you’d like to share, please click here.

Investing in God’s Work:
Last Week’s Offering:

$

13,817

Projected Giving to Date:

$ 321,306

April Total Giving:

$

18,961

Actual Giving to Date:

$ 321,570

Difference to date + or – ( - $264)
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $407,508, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $33,959,
which comes to about $7,837 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2019 - June 2020.

Let’s get connected! Realm allows you to update your personal
information, communicate with groups and teams, follow church
announcements, look up members, manage online giving, and join
events. To get started, contact us through the church office at
info@metrocrestchurch.org and we will help you get on your way!

Paul Fowler
Laura Stites
Colin Deay
Steve Thomas
Teresa Abood
Karen Raquet
Jay Marble

Interim Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Director of Music and Worship
Treasure
Women’s Ministry
Ministries Coordinator
Youth Ministry

pastor@metrocrestchurch.org
laura@metrocrestchurch.org
colin@metrocrestchurch.org
treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org
info@metrocrestchurch.org
karen@metrocrestchurch.org
jay@metrocrestchurch.org

The Session (Elders)
Bill Camp
Troy Carter
David Sheets
James Woods

The Diaconate
Bill Greisser
Daniel Greisser
Tom Owen
Steve Thomas

Metrocrest Presbyterian Church | 1265 E. Hebron Pkwy Carrollton, TX 75010 | 972.394.1122
www.MetrocrestChurch.org | Facebook: MetrocrestPCA | Twitter: @MetrocrestPCA
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