
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Second Sunday of Easter 

April 24th, 2022 
 

Welcome! 
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 

To all who mourn and long for comfort; 
To all who struggle and desire victory; 

To all who sin and need a Savior; 
To all who are strangers and want fellowship; 

And to whoever will come – 
 

This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
 
 



 

God Calls Us To Worship 
 
 
Responsive Call to Worship from Ps. 103:20-22 

 
Leader:  Bless the LORD, O you His angels,   
Unison: You mighty ones who do His word, obeying the voice of His 

word! 
Leader: Bless the LORD, all His hosts, 
Unison: His ministers, who do His will! 
Leader: Bless the LORD, all His works,   
Unison: In all places of His dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
 
 

We Celebrate The Resurrection 
 

 
“Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed” 

How can it be the One who died 
Has borne our sin through sacrifice, 
To conquer every sting of death – 
Sing, sing hallelujah! 
 

For joy awakes as dawning light 
When Christ’s disciples lift their eyes. 
Alive He stands, their Friend and King –  
Christ, Christ He is risen! 
 

(Refrain) 
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 
Oh, sing hallelujah! 
Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed: 
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. 
 

Where doubt and darkness once had been, 
They saw Him and their hearts believed. 
But blessed are those who have not seen 
Yet sing hallelujah! 
 

Once bound by fear, now bold in faith, 
They preached the truth and power of grace, 
And pouring out their lives they gained 
Life, life everlasting. (Refrain) 
 

The power that raised Him from the grave 
Now works in us to powerfully save. 
He frees our hearts to live His grace –  
Go, tell of His goodness! (Refrain) 



 

He is risen – He’s alive! He’s alive! 
Heaven’s gates are opened wide 
He’s alive! He’s alive! 
Now in heaven glorified. 

 
Leader:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Unison: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Acknowledging God’s Presence 
 
Worship Theme 
   Alive with Christ 
 
Theme Verses 

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over Him. For the death He died He died to sin, once for 
all, but the life He lives He lives to God.  Romans 6:8-10 

 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
Trinity Hymnal #32 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
(Refrain) 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see: 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain) 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

We Confess Our Sins 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 
Unison:  Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against 

You, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart and 
mind and strength. We have not fully loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have not always had in us the mind of Christ. 
You alone know how often we have grieved You by wasting 
Your gifts, by wandering from Your ways, by forgetting Your 
love. Forgive us, most merciful Father, and free us from our 
sin. Renew us in the grace and strength of Your Holy Spirit, 
for the sake of Christ our Savior.  

 
 

Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession. 
 
 

Responsive Assurance of Pardon  
Based on Eph. 2:4-5 

 
Leader: Hear the good news! God, being rich in mercy, because of the 

great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace 
You have been saved. 
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you, 
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Unison: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Greet those nearby in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus” 
I will trust my Saviour Jesus 
When my darkest doubts befall, 
Trust Him when to simply trust Him  
Seems the hardest thing of all. 
 
I will trust my Saviour Jesus, 
Trust Him when my strength is small; 
For I know the shield of Jesus 
Is the safest place of all. 

 
(Chorus) 
Jesus! Only Jesus! 
Help me trust You more and more. 
Jesus! Only Jesus! 
May my heart be ever Yours. 
 
I will trust my Saviour Jesus –  
He has said His way is best, 
And I know the path He’s chosen 
Leads to everlasting rest. (Chorus) 
 
Oh on that cross how it was seen – 
I can go now ever trusting in the one who died for me. 
What can I bring? – for Your gift is complete, 
So I trust You, simply trust You, Lord, 
With every part of me. (Chorus) 

 
Affirmation of Faith from Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

Q+A 89-91 
 

Leader: How is the Word made effectual to salvation? 
Unison:  The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the 

preaching, of the Word, an effectual means of convincing 
and converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness 
and comfort, through faith, unto salvation. 

Leader: How is the Word to be read and heard, that it may become 
effectual to salvation? 

Unison: That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must 
attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; 
receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and 
practice it in our lives. 

Leader: How do the sacraments become effectual means of salvation? 
Unison: The sacraments become effectual means of salvation, not 

from any virtue in them, or in him that administers them; but 
only by the blessing of Christ, and the working of His Spirit 
in them that by faith receive them. 

 
 
 



 

“Isaiah 43” 

When you pass through the waters I will be with you; 

And the waves will not overcome you. 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name; you are Mine. 

  

(Refrain) 

Men Women 

For I am the Lord your God I am the Lord your God 

For I am the Lord your God I am… 

 

 

Unison 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 

For I am the Lord your God I am the Lord your God 

For I am the Lord your God I am… 

 

Unison 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 

For I am the Lord Do not fear 

For I am the Lord Do not fear 

For I am the Lord Do not fear 

For I am the Lord Do not fear 

 

When you walk through the fire, you’ll not be burned, 

And the flames will not consume you. 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name; you are Mine (Refrain) 
 

Prayer of Intercession – MPC Deacon – Josh Wyman 
 
 

We Reflect On God’s Word 
 

 
Reading God’s Word – 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
Understanding and Applying God’s Word 

Pastor Bill Lovell 
“Of First Importance” 
Sermon Series: Of First Importance 
 
Sermons can be listened to, or downloaded, through our web site 

 



 

We Respond To God’s Grace 
 

 
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer) 

 
 “Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners” 
Trinity Hymnal #498 

Jesus! What a friend for sinners!  
Jesus, lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole. 

 
(Refrain) 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
He is with me to the end. 
 
Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him; 
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins. (Refrain) 

 
Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows o’er me roll, 
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my comfort, helps my soul. (Refrain) 
 
Jesus! What a guide and keeper! 
While the tempest still is high, 
Storms about me, night o’ertakes me, 
He, my Pilot, hears my cry. (Refrain) 
 
Jesus! I do now receive Him; 
More than all in Him I find. 
He hath granted me forgiveness, 
I am His, and He is mine. (Refrain) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing 
 
 
Closing Blessing  
 
 
Postlude and Meditation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Christ is Risen He is Risen Indeed” Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash 
– © 2012 Capitol CMG Paragon, Getty Music Publishing. All rights reserved. “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” Words by Thomas O. Chisholm, music by William M. Runyan – © 1923, renewal 1951, 
Hope Publishing Co., all rights reserved. “I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus” Original Words by Lucy 
Ann Bennett, Addt’l. Words and Music by Jawan Maxwell, Tiarne Tranter, Jonny Robinson, Rich 
Thompson – © 2018 CityAlight Music. “Isaiah 43” © Hillsong.  All Rights Reserved. Used by 
permission. “Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners” Words by J. Wilbur Chapman, music by Rowland 
Hugh Pritchard. CCLI License # 451603. 



 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed. 
 
 
Sermon Title: “Of First Importance” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Church Life Notes 
 
 
Today 
 
1. Happy Easter! Easter is far too important to keep to just one day, so at 

Metrocrest we celebrate Easter for a whole season. Now through the end of 
May, we will join Christians around the world in specially reflecting on the 
deep significance of Christ’s resurrection.  

2. Welcome to Our Guests! We are excited you are here. Members of the 
Welcome Team will be looking for you to say hi during the service and 
afterward in the Lobby.  

3. Prayer Requests: You can share your prayer requests in either of two ways: 
(1) use one of the cards found in the lobby; or (2) point your smartphone 
camera at the QR code on the back of this morning’s program to access a 
digital card. Please indicate whether your request is private or public.  

4. Hope Korean Presbyterian Church: Our sister ministry, Hope KPCA, will 
meet later this afternoon in the Multipurpose Room, beginning at 2 pm.  

5. Youth Ministry: Tonight, our large group meeting for all middle and high 
school youth, meets from 6-8 pm at the church. We’ll be continuing our study 
on John. Cross Training will continue this Sunday. If any youth are 
interested in singing or playing an instrument in youth group, please join us 
at the church at 5:15 pm. 

Upcoming Activities & Events 
 
6. Presbytery Worship: You’re invited to attend the quarterly Communion 

Service of the North Texas Presbytery on Friday, May 6th, at 7 pm here at 
Metrocrest. Commissioners from all across the region will be present. The 
preacher will be Dr. Tom Gibbs, President of Covenant Seminary.  

7. Guest Preacher: On the Sunday following Presbytery, Chuck Garriott will be 
our guest preacher. Chuck is the Founder and Executive Director of the 
PCA’s Ministry to State.  

8. Discovering Metrocrest: Want to know more about our church? Please join 
our upcoming Discovering Metrocrest New Members Class on Saturday, 
April 30th. There are already four signed up. RSVP to Pastor Bill Lovell at 
bill@metrocrestchurch.org.  

9. Officer Prayer Meeting: On Saturday, April 30, the Church officers will 
gather via Zoom to pray for the congregation.  

10. MPC’s Got Talent: The MPC Youth Ministry is hosting the fourth annual 
dinner, talent show, and silent auction, on Saturday, April 30th, beginning at 
6 pm, to offset the cost of camps, retreats, and mission trips. There will be a 
suggested minimum donation of $5 per person, $20 per family. More details 
are available via Realm or on the flyer in the lobby, including information on 
how you can donate to the silent auction. If you have questions, please 
contact our Youth Director, Joseph Marble (joseph@metrocrestchurch.org).  



 

11. Women’s Prayer: On Wednesdays from 10-11 am, a Ladies' Prayer Time is 
hosted by Gwen Sterenberg via Zoom. More details and the Zoom meeting 
invitation are available via Realm, or through the church office.  

 
News & Needs 

 
12. Life Change Life Change this month will support Libby Colvin (Jeff and 

Gerri Colvin’s daughter), who is raising support to go to Naomi’s Village in 
Kenya for a mission trip this summer. This school equips children holistically 
to stem the generational poverty crisis, and to grow them to become strong 
leaders. A team of six interns will teach the Bible and lead Chapel for various 
aged children, as well as showing the love of Jesus and sharing the hope of 
the gospel. The Life Change basket will be in the front of the sanctuary this 
week. If you prefer, you can write a check with “Life Change” written in the 
memo line, or you can give online via Realm.  

13. Presbytery Needs: As noted above, MPC is hosting our quarterly 
Presbytery meeting, beginning on Friday, May 6th, and concluding on 
Saturday, May 7th. We need volunteers to help. For info, please speak to Joe 
and Kristen McAnally, and/or Pastor Bill Lovell. 

14. Vacation Bible School: Volunteers are needed for VBS, June 27th – July 1st. 
Flyers are available in the lobby. If you’re interested in more information, 
please contact Teresa Abood (ejatpa6@gmail.com) or the church office.   

 
High Fives & Thanks 
 
15. Leadership Retreat Leader: The Session and Board of Deacons thank Dr. 

Paul Fowler for meeting with them during yesterday’s Leadership Retreat. 
The officers shared fellowship, encouraged one another, and discussed 
plans to expand the shepherding ministry of the Church.  

16. Easter Egg Hunt: Huge thanks to Barb and John Fowler and their family for 
hosting this year’s MPC Easter Egg Hunt last Saturday, April 16. Dozens of 
kids participated. The Fowlers also served a delicious lunch of brisket and 
sides. Thank you! 

17. Holy Week 2022: Many people pitched in to make this year’s Holy Week a 
great blessing. Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday saw near-record levels of participation. Special thanks to the Music 
Team, the Fellowship Team, the Welcome Team, the Church Staff, and 
everyone else who helped! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Welcome to Metrocrest Please click here to fill out our welcome card. We would 
love to know that you worshipped with us today and share more about our 
church.  

 
 

How can we pray for you? Metrocrest is a praying church! 
You can now share your prayer requests in either of two ways: 
(1) use one of the cards found in the lobby; or (2) point your 
smartphone camera at this QR code to access a digital card. 
Please indicate whether your request is private or public. You 
may also request to pray with an Elder.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Investing in God’s Work:  

 
                                               Difference to date + or – (+ $22,809) 
                                                       

 
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $490,398, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $40,867, 

which comes to about $9,431 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2021 - June 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Metrocrest Presbyterian Church | 1265 E. Hebron Pkwy, Carrollton, TX 75010 | 972.394.1122 
www.Metrocrestchurch.org     |     Facebook: MetrocrestPCA     |    Twitter: @MetrocrestPCA 

Last Week’s Offering: $   13,080  Projected Giving to Date: $ 405,533 

April Total Giving:  $   35,477     Actual Giving to Date: $ 428,342 

    

 

Bill Lovell  Pastor   bill@metrocrestchurch.org 

Laura Stites Administrative Assistant laura@metrocrestchurch.org 

Colin Deay Director of Music and Worship colin@metrocrestchurch.org 

Steve Thomas Treasurer treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org 
Joseph Marble Youth Director joseph@metrocrestchurch.org 
 
   

 

The Session (Elders) 
 

The Board of Deacons 
Bill Camp Dalton Dallas 
John Fowler  Will Grover 
Paul Hartgrove  Justin Sterenberg 
Larry Perry Josh Wyman 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dm2MrpmINe3y-lyOLpnoKEWQXl5ZXfpgWncKXpOLMcM/viewform?edit_requested=true
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