
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

May 9, 2021 
 

Welcome! 
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 

To all who mourn and long for comfort; 
To all who struggle and desire victory; 

To all who sin and need a Savior; 
To all who are strangers and want fellowship; 

And to whoever will come – 
 

This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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 May 9, 2021 
 6th Sunday of Easter 

God Calls Us To Worship 
 
 

Responsive Call to Worship from Ps. 149:1-4 
 

Leader:  Praise the LORD! 
Unison: Sing to the LORD a new song, His praise in the assembly of 

the godly! 
Leader: Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 
Unison: Let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 
Leader: Let them praise His name with dancing,   
Unison: Making melody to Him with tambourine and lyre! 
Leader: For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; 
Unison: He adorns the humble with salvation. 
 

We Celebrate The Resurrection 
 

 

“Rock of Ages” 
Trinity Hymnal #499 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 
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Acknowledging God’s Presence 
 
Worship Theme 
   The Lord’s Healing 
 
Theme Verses 

Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed. Save me, and I shall be saved. For 
You are my praise.     Jeremiah 20:14 

 
“Abide with Me” 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, abide with me. 
 
Thou on my head in early youth didst smile. 
And, though rebellious and perverse, meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee; 
On to the close Lord, abide with me. 
 
I need Thy presence every passing hour. 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight; tears lose their bitterness. 
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory? 
I triumph still – abide with me. 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me. 

 

We Confess Our Sins 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 
Unison:  Holy Lord, we have come together to worship and glorify 

You, yet our hearts are heavy with the knowledge of our 
failure to walk according to Your holy standard. Our 
sinfulness is ever before us, and we know all too well the 
depth of our transgressions. Had You judged us utterly 
according to our sinfulness, You would have been 
blameless in Your judgment. And yet, we come before You 
boldly, not on account of our own righteousness, but by 
that of Your Son, who, having been tempted in every 
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respect as we are, yet without sin, sympathizes with our 
weakness, and beckons us to the throne of grace. Fill us, O 
Lord, with wonder at Your grace, joy in Your salvation, and 
strength to walk according to Your will. 

 
 

Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession. 
 
 

Responsive Assurance of Pardon  
Based on Eph. 2:4-5 

 
Leader: Hear the good news! God, being rich in mercy, because of the 

great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace 
you have been saved. 
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you, 
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 
 

“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
Trinity Hymnal #254 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die! 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I! 
 
Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree! 
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 
 
Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut His glories in, 
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 
For man the creature’s sin. 
 
Thus might I hide my blushing face 
While His dear cross appears; 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
And melt mine eyes in tears. 
 
But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
‘Tis all that I can do. 
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We Profess our Faith 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

Unison:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; He descended to hell. The third day He rose 
again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
“10,000 Reasons” 

Bless the Lord O my soul; O my soul, 
Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul; 
I’ll worship Your holy name. 
 
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 
It’s time to sing Your song again. 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. (Refrain) 
 
You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger; 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing, 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Refrain) 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near and my time has come; 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending; 
Ten thousand years and then forever more. (Refrain) 

 
Personal Testimony – Will Grover 

 
Prayer of Intercession – MPC Elder – James Woods 
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We Reflect On God’s Word 
 

 

Reading God’s Word – Acts 19:11-20 
 

Applying God’s Word – Pastor Bill Lovell 
“The Sons of Sceva & the Problem of Nominal Christianity” 
 

Sermons can be listened to, or downloaded, through our web site 
 
 

We Commune At God’s Table 
 

 

Invitation To The Lord's Table – 1 Corinthians 11:28 
 

Please come forward by rows, using the aisle to your left, then 
return using the aisle to your right. When all have been served, 
we will partake together. We offer both grape juice and, in the 
outer ring of each tray, in tinted cups, wine. Please dispose of 
cups in the receptacles at the back.  

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
Unison: And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
Unison: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Unison: It is right for us to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, that we should at all times, 

and in all places, give thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father, 
almighty, everlasting God. Therefore, with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Unison: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are 
full of Your glory. Glory to You, O Lord, most high.  

Leader: Hear us now as we pray the prayer that Your Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ taught us to pray, saying: 

Unison: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your 
kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 Words of Institution 
 

Holy Communion 
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We Respond To God’s Grace 
 

 
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer) 

 
“O Worship the King” 
Trinity Hymnal #2, verses 1-4 

O worship the King all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing His pow’r and His love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 
 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Your pow’r has founded of old; 
Has ‘stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills; it descends to the plain; 
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 
 

We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing 
 
 
Closing Blessing 

 
Postlude and Meditation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” Words by Augusts Toplady, arr. by Thomas Cotterill, Music by 
Thomas Hastings. “Abide with Me” Words by Henry Lyte, alt. by Justin Smith, Music by Justin Smith 
– © 2007 Justin Smith Music. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Alas! And Did My Savior 
Bleed” Words by Isaac Watts, Music by Hugh Wilson, Arr. by Robert A. Smith. “10,000 Reasons” 
Words and music by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman – © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs, Sixsteps Music, 
Thankyou Music. All rights reserved. CCLI Song #6016351. “O Worship the King” Words by 
Robert Grant, Music by Johann Michael Haydn. CCLI License # 451603. 
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Sermon Text: Acts 19:11-20  
 

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that 
even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the 
sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then 
some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord 
Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom 
Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing 
this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but 
who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, 
mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house 
naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, 
both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers came, 
confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had 
practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of 
all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 
mightily. 
 

 
Sermon Title: The Sons of Sceva & the Problem of Nominal Christianity 

 
 

I. Christianity is not something you merely "invoke" 
 

 
 

 
 
II. Christianity is not something you experience second-hand 
 

 
 
 

 
III. Christianity is not something you add to something else 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Nominal Christianity vs Authentic Christianity 

 
 
 
 

Life at Metrocrest – Announcements for the Week – May 9, 2021 



9  

Our Mission: To discover the love of God and share it with others. 
 
Today 
 

1. Happy Easter: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is far too glorious and far 
too meaningful to remember on just one day! So, traditionally, there is a 
whole season–fifty days–from Easter to Pentecost–during which we will 
reflect on, and specially celebrate, Jesus' conquest of death. Alleluia! 
Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

2. The Power of Testimony: This year, during Easter, just before the 
Intercessory Prayer and the Sermon, we will be inviting members of the 
church to come forward to share their personal testimony of life in the 
resurrected Christ.  

3. Updated COVID Policy: The Session at MPC encourages, but does not 
require, face coverings at church. The Session intends to continue to 
provide an online worship option via Facebook Live, as well as a mask-
requested space in the Multi-Purpose Room.  

4. Children's Program Inserts: Beginning today, we will again provide 
younger children with a weekly program insert to help them engage the 
sermon text. This is a trial so your feedback would be appreciated.  

5. Youth Ministry: Tonight, The Gathering, our large group meeting for all 
middle and high school youth, meets from 6:00 - 7:30pm at the church. 

 
Upcoming Activities & Events 
 

6. Sunday School: Adult, Youth, and Children’s Sunday School Classes 
were relaunched today and are currently set to continue through Sunday, 
June 27. New carpet has still not been installed yet so please forgive the 
mess. We've been promised (again) that we will have carpet by next week. 
Please pray things work out!  

7. Adult Sunday School: As noted, MPC is re-launching our Sunday School 
program this weekend, and the Adult Bible Class began a new series 
called “Understanding Grace.” Whether you have been celebrating God’s 
grace in your life for decades or you are just beginning to look into the 
gospel of grace, this class will be an excellent opportunity to learn about, 
reflect on, and grow in the knowledge of God’s amazing grace. Classes 
begin Sunday mornings at 9am. The nursery will be available for those with 
small children, and coffee and refreshments will be offered in the lobby. 

8. Round One of Our Acts 2:46 Suppers, set tentatively for Saturday, June 
12th: We will soon be asking for volunteers to host simple, low-key 
suppers, like in Acts 2:46, where adult members of MPC can get to know 
each other. Please click here to RSVP via Realm.  

9. Women’s Ministry: On Tuesdays from 10-11am, there will be a Ladies' 
Prayer Time hosted by Gwen Sterenberg via Zoom. More details and the 
Zoom meeting invitation are available via Realm, or you may contact the 
church office for details.  

 
 
 

https://e.onrealm.org/events/df7ac326-8e84-4b8e-9732-ad2101398d2c/meetings/8d9a0e1c-1958-4c59-8165-ad2101398d3e
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10. Interested in Membership? Please let Pastor Bill Lovell know so we can 
organize a Discovering Metrocrest Class on an upcoming Saturday 
morning, TBD, from 9-Noon. Here is the opportunity to learn more about 
our church and what makes us tick, with special reference to our 
community, our history, and our theological distinctives. You can contact 
Pastor Bill by phoning the church office (972-394-1122), via email at 
bill@metrocrestchurch.org, or letting us know on your welcome card.  

11. Worship Night: On May 15th at 6:30pm, there will be meeting together for 
an evening of songs and hymns, followed by a time of fellowship. If you 
have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing, come ready with your 
suggestion! 

12. Fellowship Time: Immediately following Worship Night on May 15th, 
we’d love for you to join us for a time of fellowship and food. Please bring 
an appetizer, finger food, dessert, or cookies to share. Even if you aren’t 
able to bring anything, please stay. Hope to see you there! 

13. Called Congregational Meeting: On Sunday, May 30th, we will gather in 
the church immediately following worship for the purpose of electing 
additional officers. The eligible candidates who have been nominated are: 
for MPC Elder, Larry Perry; and, for MPC Deacon, Dalton Dallas, Will 
Grover, Justin Sterenberg, and Josh Wyman. 

News & Needs 
 

14. Water Damage: MPC had a burst pipe which damaged the hall and 
classrooms to the left of the lobby. Please bear with us while it is under 
repair.  

15. Life Change for the month of May will support Reformed University 
Fellowship International at The University of Texas at Dallas. RUF-I at 
UTD is an organization that seeks to welcome international students and 
scholars. They understand how important studies are, but they also know 
that students come to the U.S. for more than a degree! They seek to help 
students experience the local community and culture, develop 
lasting friendships with people from all over the world, and learn about the 
hope that is found in Jesus Christ. The Life Change bucket will be up at the 
front next Sunday, but you’re welcome to give checks and on Realm all 
month long.  

 
High Fives & Thanks 

 
16. Sunday School Volunteers: We are very grateful for everyone at MPC 

who pitched in this week to help get ready for relaunching Sunday School. 
Special thanks to Gwen Sterenberg and her whole family, Mike 
Sterenberg, and Will Grover, and to the Sunday School teachers.  

17. Presbytery Commissioners: Ruling Elder James Woods joined Pastor 
Bill Lovell in representing MPC at this weekend's meeting of the North 
Texas Presbytery, hosted by Redeemer PCA in McKinney. Ruling Elder 
Larry Perry also attended. 
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Please click here to fill out our Welcome Card or to submit a prayer request. We 
would love to know that you worshipped with us today!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
 

Investing in God’s Work:  

 
                                             Difference to date + or – (  + $20,806) 
                                                       

 
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $359,090, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $29,924, 

which comes to about $6,906 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2020 - June 2021. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Let’s get connected! Realm allows you to update your personal 
information, communicate with groups and teams, follow church 
announcements, look up members, manage online giving, and join 
events. To get started, contact us through the church office at 
info@metrocrestchurch.org and we will help you get on your way!  

 
 

 

Metrocrest Presbyterian Church | 1265 E. Hebron Pkwy Carrollton, TX 75010 | 972.394.1122 
www.MetrocrestChurch.org     |     Facebook: MetrocrestPCA     |    Twitter: @MetrocrestPCA 

Last Week’s Offering: $   11,644 Projected Giving to Date: $ 303,864 

April Life Change:  $        889     Actual Giving to Date: $ 324,670 

    

 

Bill Lovell  Pastor   bill@metrocrestchurch.org 

Laura Stites Administrative Assistant laura@metrocrestchurch.org 

Colin Deay Director of Music and Worship colin@metrocrestchurch.org 

Steve Thomas Treasurer treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org 
Jay Marble Youth Ministry jay@metrocrestchurch.org 
 
   

 

The Session (Elders) 
 

The Board of Deacons 
Bill Camp Bill Greisser 
Troy Carter Daniel Greisser  
David Sheets T 
James Woods   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dm2MrpmINe3y-lyOLpnoKEWQXl5ZXfpgWncKXpOLMcM/edit

	May 9, 2021
	Welcome!
	To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
	To all who mourn and long for comfort;
	To all who struggle and desire victory;
	To all who sin and need a Savior;
	To all who are strangers and want fellowship;
	And to whoever will come –
	This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome
	in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
	We Confess Our Sins
	Prayer of Confession
	Responsive Assurance of Pardon
	Based on Eph. 2:4-5
	Leader: Hear the good news! God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved.
	Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you, forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life.
	Unison: Thanks be to God.
	We Profess our Faith
	Personal Testimony – Will Grover
	Prayer of Intercession – MPC Elder – James Woods
	Life at Metrocrest – Announcements for the Week – May 9, 2021

