Welcome!
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
To all who mourn and long for comfort;
To all who struggle and desire victory;
To all who sin and need a Savior;
To all who are strangers and want fellowship;
And to whoever will come –
This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

July 26, 2020

God Calls Us To Worship
Responsive Call to Worship from Ps. 96:1-6
Leader:
Unison:
Leader:
Unison:
Leader:
Unison:
Leader:
Unison:
Leader:
Unison:
Leader:
Unison:

O sing to the LORD a new song;
Sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless His name;
Tell of His salvation from day to day.
Declare His glory among the nations,
His marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
He is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
But the LORD made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before Him;
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

We Celebrate The Resurrection

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Trinity Hymnal #53, verses 1-3, 5
Praise to the Lord,
The Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him,
For He is Thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord,
Who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth;
Shelters thee under His wings,
Yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord,
Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely His goodness and mercy
Here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty will do
If with His love He befriend thee.
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Praise to the Lord!
O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath,
Come now with praises before Him!
Let the amen sound from His people again;
Gladly fore’er we adore Him.
Acknowledging God’s Presence
Worship Theme
Behold Your God
Theme Verses
Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and His arm rules for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense
before Him. He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in
His arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with
young. Isaiah 40:9-11
“10,000 Reasons”
In Christ alone my hope is found;
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All;
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone who took on flesh;
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save,
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay;
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then bursting forth in glorious day,
Up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His, and He is mine;
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death;
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand,
Till He returns or calls me home;
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.
Affirmation of Faith from Heidelberg Catechism, Q+A 46-48
Leader:
Unison:

Leader:
Unison:

Leader:
Unison:

What do you confess when you say, He ascended into heaven?
That Christ, before the eyes of His disciples, was taken up
from the earth into heaven, and that He is there for our
benefit until He comes again to judge the living and the
dead.
Is Christ, then, not with us until the end of the world, as He has
promised us?
Christ is true man and true God. With respect to His human
nature He is no longer on earth, but with respect to His
divinity, majesty, grace, and Spirit He is never absent from
us.
But are the two natures in Christ not separated from each other if
His human nature is not present wherever His divinity is?
Not at all, for His divinity has no limits and is present
everywhere. So it must follow that His divinity is indeed
beyond the human nature which He has taken on and
nevertheless is within this human nature and remains
personally united with it.
“Jesus Paid it All”
Trinity Hymnal #308
I hear the Savior say,
“Your strength indeed is small;
Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in me your all in all.”
(Refrain)
Jesus paid it all;
All to Him I owe.
Sin had left a crimson stain;
He washed it white as snow.
Lord, now indeed I find
Your power, and Yours alone,
Can change the leper’s spots,
And melt the heart of stone. (Refrain)
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For nothing good have I
Whereby Your grace to claim –
I’ll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. (Refrain)
And when, before the throne,
I stand in Him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save,”
My lips shall still repeat. (Refrain)

We Confess Our Sins
Prayer of Confession
Unison:

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in Your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by Your
Spirit that we may live and serve You in newness of life, to
the honor and glory of Your name.

Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession.

Responsive Assurance of Pardon
Based on Eph. 2:4-5
Leader:

Unison:

Hear the good news! God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace
You have been saved.
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you,
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life.
Thanks be to God.
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”
Trinity Hymnal #338
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
No sudden rending of the veil of clay,
No angel visitant, no op’ening skies;
But take the dimness of my soul away.
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Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King?
All, all Thine own, soul, heart, and strength and mind.
I see Thy cross – there teach my heart to cling:
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find.
Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh;
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.
Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love,
One holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heav’n-descended Dove,
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.
Prayer of Intercession – MPC Elder – Bill Camp
Lord’s Prayer
Unison:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

We Reflect On God’s Word
Reading God’s Word – Acts 13:1-12
Applying God’s Word
Colin Deay
“Led by the Spirit”
Sermons can be listened to, or downloaded, through our web site

We Respond To God’s Grace
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer)
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Closing Song – “Be Thou My Vision”
Trinity Hymnal #642
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art –
Thou my best thought by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Be Thou my battle shield, sword for my fight;
Be Thou my dignity, Thou my delight,
Thou my soul’s shelter, Thou my high tower;
Raise Thou me heavenward, O power of my power.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing
Benediction

Postlude and Meditation

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Words by Joachim Neander, tr. by Catherine Winkworth. “In
Christ Alone” Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend – © 2001 Thankyou Music. All
rights reserved. CCLI Song # 3350395. “Jesus Paid it All” Words by Elvina M. Hall, Music by John
T. Grape. “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” Words by George Croly, music by Frederick C.
Atkinson. “Be Thou My Vision” Words tr. by Mary E. Byrne, Versified by Eleanor H. Hull,
Music arr. by David Evans. CCLI License # 451603.
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Sermon Text: Acts 13:1-12
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them
and sent them off.
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So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from
there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 6
When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon
a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and
Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for that is
the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away
from the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit,
looked intently at him 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the
straight paths of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you,
and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and
darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the
hand. 12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he
was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.
4

Sermon Title: Led by the Spirit
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I.

The Spirit Speaks

II.

The Spirit Sends

III.

The Spirit Fills

Living the Metrocrest Vision – Announcements for the Week
Our Mission: In dependence on Christ, we worship God the Father, grow in the
grace of His Son, and serve our community and the world in the power of His
Spirit.
To do this, we strive as a community to Worship, Walk, and Work together.
Opportunities for Worship
• August 2, 2020: Join us at 10:15am for our worship service.
• Life Change for the month of July will support MNA Disaster
Response. MNA Disaster Response provides support to PCA churches
in disaster affected communities through a network of staff and volunteer
damage assessment teams, first response teams, site managers, and
key leaders. MNA recruits and mobilizes volunteers, receives and
distributes supplies and equipment, brings awareness of specific needs,
channels recovery funds, focuses prayer and provides spiritual
encouragement to our PCA family and their communities.
• Youth Ministry: Tonight, The Gathering, our large group meeting for
•

all middle and high school youth, meets from 6:00 - 7:30pm at the
church.
Tabletalk Devotions are available in the lobby free of charge to aid in
your personal, daily worship of God. If you’d like a copy mailed to you,
please contact Laura at the church office.

Opportunities to Walk and Work together
• Women’s Ministry: On Tuesdays from 10-11 AM, there will be a
Ladies' Prayer Time hosted by Gwen Sterenberg via Zoom. More
details and the Zoom meeting invitation are available via Realm, or you
may contact the church office for details.
• Care Groups are still meeting throughout the week and month. Please
reach out to your care group leader for more details.
• Women’s Ministry: Join us this summer as we study the book of
Ephesians virtually with all of the ladies in the PCA. For information on
signing up and on purchasing a study book, please go
to https://pcacdm.org/hbs/ or to Realm.
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Thank you for worshipping with us today! If you have a prayer request that
you’d like to share, please click here.

Investing in God’s Work:
Last Week’s Offering:

$

3,338

July Total Giving:

$

13,848

Projected Giving to Date:

$

20,718

Actual Giving to Date:

$

13,848

Difference + or – ( – $6,870)
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $359,090, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $29,924,
which comes to about $6,906 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2020 - June 2021.

Let’s get connected! Realm allows you to update your personal
information, communicate with groups and teams, follow church
announcements, look up members, manage online giving, and join
events. To get started, contact us through the church office at
info@metrocrestchurch.org and we will help you get on your way!

Paul Miller
Laura Stites
Colin Deay
Steve Thomas
Teresa Abood
Jay Marble

Interim Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Director of Music and Worship
Treasurer
Women’s Ministry
Youth Ministry

pastor@metrocrestchurch.org
laura@metrocrestchurch.org
colin@metrocrestchurch.org
treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org
info@metrocrestchurch.org
jay@metrocrestchurch.org

The Session (Elders)
Bill Camp
Troy Carter
David Sheets
James Woods

The Diaconate
Bill Greisser
Daniel Greisser
Tom Owen
Steve Thomas
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