
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
September 19, 2021 

 
Welcome! 

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; 
To all who mourn and long for comfort; 
To all who struggle and desire victory; 

To all who sin and need a Savior; 
To all who are strangers and want fellowship; 

And to whoever will come – 
 

This church opens wide her doors and offers her welcome 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
 
 
 



 2 

 September 19, 2021 
 18th Sunday of Pentecost 

God Calls Us To Worship 
 
 

Responsive Call to Worship from Ps. 28:6-9 
 

Leader:  Blessed be the LORD!   
Unison: For He has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 
Leader: The LORD is my strength and my shield; 
Unison: In Him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
Leader: My heart exults,   
Unison: And with my song I give thanks to Him. 
Leader: The LORD is the strength of His people; 
Unison: He is the saving refuge of His anointed. 
Leader: Oh, save Your people and bless Your heritage! 
Unison: Be their shepherd and carry them forever. 
 

We Celebrate The Resurrection 
 

 

“In Christ Alone” 
In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 
My Comforter, my All in All; 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh; 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save, 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For every sin on Him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay; 
Light of the world by darkness slain. 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again. 
And as He stands in victory, 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 
For I am His, and He is mine; 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
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No guilt in life, no fear in death; 
This is the power of Christ in me. 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand, 
Till He returns or calls me home; 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

 
Acknowledging God’s Presence 

 
Worship Theme 
   The Shelter of the Most High 
 
Theme Verses 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 
Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom 
I trust.”  Psalm 91:1-2 

 
“All to Jesus I Surrender” 
Trinity Hymnal #562 

All to Jesus I surrender; 
All to Him I freely give. 
May I ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 
 
(Refrain) 
I surrender all.  
I surrender all. 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 
All to Jesus I surrender; 
Humbly at His feet I bow. 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; 
Take me Jesus, take me now. (Refrain) 
 
All to Jesus I surrender; 
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine. 
May Thy Holy Spirit fill me, 
May I know Thy pow’r divine. (Refrain) 

 

All to Jesus I surrender; 
Lord, I give myself to Thee. 
Fill me with Thy love and power, 
Let Thy blessing fall on me. (Refrain) 
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We Confess Our Sins 
 
 
Prayer of Confession 

 
Unison:  Righteous God, though our sins testify against us, have 

mercy on us. Though our love is often weak and directed 
toward that which does not glorify You, have mercy on us. 
Though we go through seasons of backsliding and doubt, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, O Lord, for in Christ You 
have redeemed us, for Your name’s sake. Forgive us and 
renew us, that we may truly do justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with You. 

 
 

Silence is kept for personal reflection and confession. 
 
 
Responsive Assurance of Pardon  

Based on 1 Pet. 2:24 
 
Leader: Hear the good news! Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on 

the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
His wounds you have been healed. 
Know that if you are a believer in Jesus, God embraces you, 
forgives you, and strengthens you to live a renewed life. 

Unison: Thanks be to God. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Unison: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your 

kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
“Abide with Me” 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, abide with me. 
 
Thou on my head in early youth didst smile. 
And, though rebellious and perverse, meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee; 
On to the close Lord, abide with me. 
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I need Thy presence every passing hour. 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight; tears lose their bitterness. 
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory? 
I triumph still – abide with me. 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me. 

 
Affirmation of Faith from Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

Q+A 17-18 
 

Leader: Into what estate did the fall bring mankind? 
Unison:  The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery. 
Leader: Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man 

fell? 
Unison: The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in 

the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of original 
righteousness, and the corruption of his whole nature, 
which is commonly called original sin; together with all 
actual transgressions which proceed from it. 

 
“Only a Holy God” 

Who else commands all the hosts of heaven? 
Who else could make every king bow down? 
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles? 
Only a Holy God. 
 
What other beauty demands such praises? 
What other splendor outshines the sun? 
What other majesty rules with justice? 
Only a Holy God. 
 
(Refrain) 
Come and behold Him, the One and the Only; 
Cry out, sing holy; forever a Holy God. 
Come and worship the Holy God. 
 
What other glory consumes like fire? 
What other power can raise the dead? 
What other name remains undefeated? 
Only a Holy God. (Refrain) 
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Who else could rescue me from my failing? 
Who else would offer His only Son? 
Who else invites me to call Him Father? 
Only a Holy God. 
Only a Holy God. (Refrain) 

 
Prayer of Intercession  
 

We Reflect On God’s Word 
 

 
Reading God’s Word – Acts 28:1-10 
 
Understanding & Applying God’s Word 

Pastor Bill Lovell 
“The Great Adventure” 
 
Sermons can be listened to, or downloaded, through our web site 

 

We Respond To God’s Grace 
 

 
Investing In God’s Work (continue in silent prayer) 

 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
Trinity Hymnal #32 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 
(Refrain) 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see: 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. (Refrain) 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 
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We Are Commissioned With God’s Blessing 
 
 
Closing Blessing  
 
 
Postlude and Meditation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In Christ Alone” Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend – © 2001 Thankyou Music. 
All rights reserved. CCLI Song # 3350395. “All to Jesus I Surrender” Words by Judson W. 
VanDeVenter, Music by Winfield Scott Weeden. “Abide with Me” Words by Henry Lyte, alt. by Justin 
Smith, Music by Justin Smith – © 2007 Justin Smith Music. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
“Only a Holy God” Words and Music by Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith, Rich 
Thompson – © 2016 CityAlight Music, Farren Love and War Publishing, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music, 
Integrity’s Praise! Music. All rights reserved. “Great is Thy Faithfulness” Words by Thomas O. 
Chisholm, music by William M. Runyan – © 1923, renewal 1951, Hope Publishing Co., all 
rights reserved. CCLI License # 451603. 
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Sermon Text: Acts 28:1-10 
 
1 After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island was 
called Malta. 2 The native people showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a 
fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold. 3 When 
Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out 
because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 4 When the native people saw the 
creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a 
murderer. Though he has escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to 
live.” 5 He, however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 
They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But when they 
had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed their 
minds and said that he was a god. 
 
7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of 
the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for 
three days. 8 It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and 
dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, 
healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island 
who had diseases also came and were cured. 10 They also honored us greatly, 
and when we were about to sail, they put on board whatever we needed. 
 
 

Sermon Title: The Great Adventure 
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Life at Metrocrest – Announcements for the Week – 9/19/2021 
Discovering God's love and sharing it with others. 

 

Today 

1. Today is the 18th Sunday of Pentecost: Pentecost is the longest season 
of the church calendar, running this year for 27 weeks! From now until 
Advent, we will be reflecting on Christian discipleship. 

2. Care Group Sunday: Today, we will recognize our church's network of 
small groups and Bible studies. We will pray for them and their leaders and 
members. This will also be a good Sunday to sign up for a Care Group if 
you want to join one.  

3. Life Change for the month of September will be dedicated to our own 
Colton Huckaby who headed to London, England, to attend the Cornhill 
Training Course. Cornhill teaches aspiring pastors and teachers the skills 
for competent Biblical exposition. Their motto is to both “get it right and get 
it across." He hopes this course will equip him in his daily walk, his work in 
the Church, and guide him in the direction God has for his future! The Life 
Change basket will be in the front of the sanctuary. If you prefer, you can 
write a check with “Life Change” written in the memo line or you can give 
online via Realm. 

4. Welcome, Hope Korean Presbyterian Church: MPC is delighted to be 
hosting our sister congregation, Hope KPCA, as they reach out to Korean 
speakers in our neighborhood.  

5. Youth Ministry: Tonight, The Gathering, our large group meeting for all 
middle and high school youth, meets from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the church. 
We’ll be continuing our study of the Old Testament Kings.  

Upcoming Activities & Events 

6. Adult Bible Class: Adult Bible Class 1, taught by Elder James Woods in 
Room D-04, is continuing a study of the Gospel of Mark. Adult Bible 
Class 2, led by Deacon Will Grover in Room D-03, is continuing a study of 
C.S. Lewis’ “Mere Christianity."  

7. Children & Youth Sunday School: Children and Youth meet for Sunday 
School every Sunday at 9am.  

8. Women’s Ministry: Ladies’ Prayer Time has changed! On Wednesdays 
from 10-11am, there will be a Ladies' Prayer Time hosted by Gwen 
Sterenberg via Zoom. More details and the Zoom meeting invitation are 
available via Realm, or you may contact the church office for details.  

9. The next round of Our Acts 2:46 Suppers is set for Friday, September 
25th or Saturday, September 26th. You may sign up to host or be a guest 
at simple, low-key suppers like in Acts 2:46. The purpose of these suppers 
is for adult members of MPC to get to know each other. Sign-ups will be 
available in the lobby this weekend, and on Realm beginning next week. 
The deadline to sign up is THIS Sunday, September 19th.   
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10. Ladies Night Out: On Wednesday, September 29th at 7pm, we’d like to 
invite you to Snappy Salads (5930 W. Park Blvd. Plano, 75093)! There will 
be great food, fellowship, and conversation. We hope to see you there!  

11. MPC's 32nd Anniversary Celebration is set for the weekend of October 
9th. That Saturday afternoon at 4:30pm, we’ll celebrate together at Gussie 
Field Park in Farmers Branch with food and fun. The church will provide 
the main dish, drinks, and paper good and ask that you bring a side dish to 
share. Please RSVP via the sign-up sheets in the lobby. There will also be 
an order form for your very own MPC t-shirt! On Sunday, long-time 
assistant Jimmy Davis (now Pastor at Mountain Fellowship PCA in Signal 
Mountain, TN) will be preaching, and he and his wife Christine will be with 
us to celebrate 32 years of God's faithfulness to our church. More details 
are available via Realm.  

12. Youth Ministry: The Presbytery’s annual “Roctober” Youth Retreat is 
coming up on Friday, October 15th. We’ll be back at Camp Copass, and 
we’ll arrive Friday evening and leave Saturday evening. The cost per 
student is $85, and includes lodging, three meals on Saturday, and a T-
shirt. This year, the speaker will be Joe Deegan, the Worship Resource 
Coordinator at RYM. The link for registration is available via Realm. If you 
have any questions, please contact Jay Marble 
(jay@metrocrestchurch.org) or call the church office. See below for 
important information on updated medical release forms. 

News & Needs 

13. During the month of September, we’ll be partnering with Polser 
Elementary to help them supply children with new winter coats! There 
will be tags available with specific details (size and gender) located on the 
Missions table in the lobby. Please take as many tags as you’d like and 
purchase a new coat for a child in need! If you have any questions, please 
call or text Kathleen Barclay at 214-693-8687.  

High Fives & Thanks 

14. Care Group Leaders: Today, on Care Group Sunday, we extend a special 
thank you to the dedicated men and women who pour out their hearts in 
service to our church as Care Group Leaders. In the context of close, 
caring relationships, they help us live out MPC’s stated purpose: to 
discover God’s love and share it with others.  

15. UTD RUF-International: MPC partners with the Reformed University 
Fellowship in an outreach to international students at the University of 
Texas-Dallas. High-five to their minister David Billingslea who reports that 
the first couple of weeks of activity have gone very well. Despite COVID 
restrictions and related stresses, fifty students turned out Thursday night 
for the first regular meeting of the semester.  
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Please click here to fill out our Welcome Card or to submit a prayer request. We 
would love to know that you worshipped with us today!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
 

Investing in God’s Work:  

 
                                              Difference to date + or – (+ $11,336) 
                                                       

 
In order to fund our annual operating budget goal of $463,700, our monthly giving should meet or exceed $38,642, 

which comes to about $8,971 per week. Our budget fiscal year is July 2021 - June 2022. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Let’s get connected! Realm allows you to update your personal 
information, communicate with groups and teams, follow church 
announcements, look up members, manage online giving, and join 
events. To get started, contact us through the church office at 
info@metrocrestchurch.org and we will help you get on your way!  

 
 

 

Metrocrest Presbyterian Church | 1265 E. Hebron Pkwy Carrollton, TX 75010 | 972.394.1122 
www.Metrocresthurch.org     |     Facebook: MetrocrestPCA     |    Twitter: @MetrocrestPCA 

Last Week’s Offering: $  12,536   Projected Giving to Date: $ 98,090 

September Total Giving:  $  28,049     Actual Giving to Date: $ 109,426 

    

 

Bill Lovell  Pastor   bill@metrocrestchurch.org 

Laura Stites Administrative Assistant laura@metrocrestchurch.org 

Colin Deay Director of Music and Worship colin@metrocrestchurch.org 

Steve Thomas Treasurer treasurer@metrocrestchurch.org 
Jay Marble Youth Ministry jay@metrocrestchurch.org 
 
   

 

The Session (Elders) 
 

The Board of Deacons 
Bill Camp Dalton Dallas 
Troy Carter Daniel Greisser  
Larry Perry Will Grover 
David Sheets Justin Sterenberg 
James Woods Josh Wyman 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dm2MrpmINe3y-lyOLpnoKEWQXl5ZXfpgWncKXpOLMcM/viewform?edit_requested=true
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