Dear Ones,

While living day by day through this Coronavirus pandemic, we do at times wonder how we got here. And as dependent as we are on God’s Word, we know that nothing happens that is not in the hands of God. My favorite Psalm in this regard is Psalm 11. We believe it was written by King David. He begins with a ‘Confession’.

In the Lord I take refuge.”

This Confession is a good way to start this Psalm; but then it appears that he is receiving advice born out of fear.

How can you say to my soul “Flee as a bird to your mountain;”


For, behold, the wicked bend the bow, 

They make ready their arrow upon the string,

To shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.

The advice suggests that he flee from the danger. This raises for David a profound question.


If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?

The answer, of course, does not lie in what the ‘righteous’ can do. The Psalmist immediately turns to the One who provides the answer.


The LORD is in His holy temple, the LORD’s throne is in heaven.


His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.


The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked,


And the one who loves violence His soul hates.

Rather than being the recipient of sharp arrows shot by the wicked, the tables re turned by almighty God:

Upon the wicked He will rain snares;


Fire and brimstone and burning wind will be the portion of their cup.

Why?


For the LORD is righteous; He loves righteousness;


The upright will behold His face.

Actually, the exact word order in the original language lends emphasis just where it should!

For righteous the LORD; righteous deeds He loves, 
the upright shall behold His face.


It is easy to become anxious in times such as these. But our hope in in God. “His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.” Have you ever seen someone look intensely at someone or something? That is the picture we get from this Psalm, the Lord watching over His own. Also, we need to be caring for and praying for one another. This is a special time to focus our attention together on the Lord and what He has for us as the body of Christ.
Yours in Him,

Pastor Paul Fowler

