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The Mystery Worth Suffering For – Ephesians 3:1-13
Part I: The “Mystery”
1) THE MYSTERY
• Vs. 3 “the mystery was made known to me by revelation;”
• Vs. 4 “When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery;”
• Vs. 6 “This mystery is…”
• Vs. 9 “to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery…”
Ephesians 3:6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2:12-13 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.
2:14 he himself is our (Paul and Gentile believers) peace, who has made
us both one
2:15 he might create in himself one new man in place of the two
2:16 reconcile us both to God in one body
2:18 through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
2:19 you (Gentile believers) are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God
2:21 being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
2:22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit
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b. My way of describing this “mystery:”
From the very beginning God had intended to create for himself a multiethnic, multi-cultural, multi-lingual community of people, from all walks
of life, from all parts of the world, whom he would call, “the church,” so
that they would together become a temple in which he dwells (vs. 22).

2) THE OFFENSE OF THE “MYSTERY”
Acts 22

Part II – Why was this worth Paul’s Suffering?

1) Reason #1: His suffering was for the glory of the Gentiles
Ephesians 3:13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is
your glory.

Philippians 2:17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering (lose my life) upon the
sacrificial offering of your faith (that you may believe), I am glad and rejoice with you
all.

2) Reason #2: His suffering was for the glory of God
Ephesians 3:7-10 Of this gospel I was made a minister…8 To me, though I am the very least
of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ…10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

1 Peter 1:10,12 Concerning this salvation…things into which angels long to look.
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The history of the Christian church becomes a graduate school for angels.”1

Part 3 – How we are called to suffer along with Paul
THE MYSTERY AND THE GREAT COMMISSION
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:18-20)
This means two things:
1) First, that we must proclaim this mystery.
2) Second, we must demonstrate it.

3) This Mystery” Re-defines Reality for Us
“the manifold wisdom of God.” (vs. 10)
It reminds us that we are one people, one church, one family, one temple.
1

John Stott (quoting Mackay), The Message of Ephesians, (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1979), 124.
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4) Grace Partnership Displays the “Mystery”
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