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The Church is Us!
I.

Temple “Neglect”

Take Care of God’s Temple…Take Care of One Another

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh,
as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.
And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there
is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human
way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not
being merely human?
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord
assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who
plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his
labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.
5

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid
a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he
builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it,
because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a
reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire.
10

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you
are that temple. – 1 Corinthians 3:1-17
16

II.

The Much-Needed Lesson of 1 Corinthians 3
A. When We Know Better, But…
“But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh,
as infants in Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 3:1
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“The carnal Christian is a child of God, born again and on his way to heaven, but he is
traveling third class.”1

…could not address you as spiritual people but as people of the flesh, infants in
Christ” – 1 Corinthians 3:1

B. Capable of Christianity 2.0 but Requiring 1.0
“I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it.” - 1 Corinthians 3:2

And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while
there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving
only in a human way? - 1 Corinthians 3:3

“Spiritual people are to walk in the Spirit. If they do otherwise, they are
“worldly” and are called upon to desist. Remaining worldly is not one of the
options.”2

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not
being merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who
waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we
are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. – 1 Corinthians 3:49
C. Take Care of the Temple; Take Care of One Another!
Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and
you are that temple. – 1 Corinthians 3:16-17
If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy,
and you are that temple. – 1 Corinthians 3:17
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The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one
even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly
one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you
loved me. – John 17:22-23

III.

Implications
A. Remember, that isn’t merely a person; that’s God’s temple
B. Remember to speak ONLY that which will build up, not tear down.
C. Remember, we will give account for every word.

But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is
not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a
church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be
factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be
recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating,
each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you
not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those
who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.
23 For

I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This
is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took
the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
27 Whoever,

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. – 1 Corinthians 11:17-29
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