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2 Thessalonians 1
I. The Grace of God is obvious in the growth of his children (v.1-4)
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4
[1] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ: [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. [3]
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. [4]
Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith
in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.
John Frame
“Hope is not something radically different from faith, but it is a kind of faith: faith directed
toward the future fulfillment of the promises of God. Since it is based on God’s promises, it is not
something tentative, uncertain, the way in which we usually use the word hope in modern life.”
II. The Grace of God is visible in our perseverance. (v.5)
2 Thessalonians 1:5
[5] This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering—
III. The Grace of God is visible in what he has promised for our future. (v.6-10)
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10
[6] since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, [7] and to
grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels [8] in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. [9] They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might, [10] when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at
among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
IV. The Grace of God is available for us in prayer as we persevere (v.11-12)
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2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
[11] To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and
may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, [12] so that the name of
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

D. A. Carson, Grace Driven Effort
“People do not drift toward Holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not gravitate
toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in the Lord. We drift toward
compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward disobedience and call it freedom; we drift
toward superstition and call it faith. We cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it
relaxation; we slouch toward prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have
escaped legalism; we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been
liberated.”
Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly
“Jesus doesn’t want us to draw on his grace and mercy only because it vindicates his atoning
work. He wants us to draw on his grace and mercy because it is who he is.”
Romans 8:30
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

