Passion for People in Prayer
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before
our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what
is lacking in your faith?
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may
establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

“Although the thanksgiving is addressed not to the Thessalonians but rather to God for the
Thessalonians, nevertheless it is cast in such a way as to encourage them.”
-C
 arson, D. A.. Praying with Paul

“My fear is that as we rightly celebrate, and in some quarters rediscover, all that Christ has saved us
from, we are giving little thought and making little effort concerning all that Christ has saved us to.
Shouldn’t those most passionate about the gospel and God’s glory also be those most dedicated to
the pursuit of godliness? I worry that there is an enthusiasm gap and no one seems to mind.”
-D
 eYoung, Kevin. The Hole in Our Holiness

“Sinners are beautified as they behold the beauty of God in Jesus Christ. That is Edwards’s theology
of the Christian life in a single sentence”
- Ortlund, Dane. Edwards on the Christian Life: Alive to the Beauty of God
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“The prophet warns people already struggling to remain faithful in difficult circumstances that there
were far greater trials yet to come. And yet, even trials as horrific as those he describes in this
chapter cannot destroy the Lord’s people, for God will certainly deliver them in the end. The
persecutors of God’s people are more to be pitied than the martyrs whom they slaughter, for they will
be victims of divine judgment of truly terrible proportions. On the last day, every knee will bow before
the Lord and his Anointed, either willingly or unwillingly. How much better to bow willingly, no matter
the cost, than to be found holding out against the Lord when time finally runs out.”
-T
 he Gospel Transformation Bible

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will
surely do it.
- 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
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