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     Greetings Minerva First Christian Church. Can you believe we are to April?! To this point of the 
year we have celebrated some holidays. We have celebrated New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day, Groundhog Day (who can forget that one), Valentine’s Day, Presidents’ Day, St. Patrick’s 
Day, and a few others. April is home to what I would consider to be the greatest holiday, Easter.  
 

     As we enter into the time of this holiday it is definitely not what we were all expecting. If you 
are like me April is the time when you can finally get out of the house and start enjoying the 
spring weather. For me I get to start hitting the golf course again! When we are doing these 
things we begin to see God’s creation come to life. We begin to see the spring flowers bloom and 
the grass starting to green and grow. These things always put me in the mindset of the Easter 
holiday. Then on that Easter Sunday we celebrate Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection on that 
cross. Many of us continue that celebration with our families as we gather together.  
 

     As it is beginning to shape up, we are not going to have an ordinary Easter Sunday like we 
usually do. We are most likely not going to be able to gather together at the church building for 
breakfast, we not going to be able to get all dressed up in our spring attire, we won’t get the op-
portunity to see the portrayal of the Easter story through the drama. Although we are going to 
miss those things this year I hope it causes each of us to focus that much more on the reason for 
the Easter holiday.  
 

Luke 24:1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices 
they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, 
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and 
bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 
crucified and on the third day rise.” And they remembered his words, and returning from 
the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Mag-
dalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who 
told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw 
the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened. 
 

     Although we are all confused, concerned, or bothered by the COVID-19 virus that has turned 
our lives upside down, I can assure you the Easter celebration is just that much better. The angel 
asked them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” In this time of crisis on this earth are 
you seeking for the answer in this fallen world? Are you searching in the right place for the an-
swer to your struggles? Are you seeking comfort in the One who promises comfort? There is a 
pandemic going on around us in the form of a virus, but there is One in all of this who is still the 
same today as yesterday and will be tomorrow. Jesus Christ came to this earth and walked it 
without sin so that He could be the perfect sacrifice in our place. You see Easter is the reason 
that we don’t have to be scared of the COVID-19 virus. Easter is the reason that no matter what 
type of virus or earthly attack takes place, we can be assured that the greatest day for all Chris-
tians is in the future. We know that our future is in glory with our Lord and Savior. Let each of us 
remember this and be like the ladies at the tomb that first Easter morning and run (or call) and 
tell everyone we know that there is a God who loves them.  
 

Happy Easter, Christ is risen! 
Nate 

EASTER, A TIME FOR COMFORT 



 

FAMILY MATTERS 

We extend our sympathies to Pat Houze and her family with the passing of her husband, Bob.  Bob 
passed away on Wednesday, March 4th. His services were held on Monday, March 9th.  Pat’s ad-
dress is 411 Murray Avenue, Minerva, OH  44657 

 
And also to John and Jill Long, Zach & McKayla Long and their family with the passing of John’s 
father. Services were in Kentucky on March 17th.  John & Jill’s address is 3023 Deuble Ave. SE, 
East Canton, OH  44730 
 

“The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit”.     Psalms 34:18  
 
We rejoice with Jamie Otwell and his family as  Jamie came  forward on Sunday,  March 8th  to fol-
low the Lord’s calling to be baptized.  Please be sure to welcome Jamie and his wife, Starla and 
their children, Noah, Cheyanna & Dylan.  They make their home at 2096 Union Ave. SE, Minerva, 
OH  44657 
 
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  The old has gone, the new is here!”  

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Barbara Unkefer 
Room 163 
Community Care Center 
200 E. State Street 
Alliance, OH  44601 
 

Mrs. Judy Hays-Hasch 
935 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
 
 

Mrs. Ruby Guy 
c/o Patricia Crawford 

1880 Tilton Rd. 
Port St. Luci, FL  34952 
 
 

Mrs. Amy McGrew 
4030 Whitacre Ave. SE 

Minerva, OH  44657 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”   Matthew 11:28-30 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS . . . ? 

At this time our Easter Drama/Musical has been postponed, we hope to reschedule this wonder-
ful event for a later time. It might not be at Easter time but the message is always needed no 
matter the time of year! 
 
All other events have been cancelled for the unseen future.  We are having meetings over the 
phone and internet.   
 
We are very grateful for the Elders for their daily devotions & prayers. Thank you for your words 
of encouragement as we continue to live in our unchanging times with God at our side. 



  “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
 thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
 surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
  

 Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
 pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there  
 is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  
 

 Philippians 4:6-8 
 

Worry, worry, worry. Think, think, think. Rehearse this scenario, rehearse that scenario. Make sure you 
have all the possible outcomes figured out in your mind or you'll lose it. Right? As I am writing this, the 
fears of the Coronavirus have spread all over the world. I'll admit, I'll be honest, it has concerned be 
greatly. It has even brought me to worry over it. Sure, I know the media hypes everything and makes 
everything worse, making more problems by having everyone panicking. I know all of that. But still, I 
have been a worrier all my life. It's something that God is working on in my life. These concerning diseas-
es have always worried me in a different way, freaked me out.  
 

Part of me doesn't want to write this article about this for fear of what some might think of me. Part of me 
just wants to find another subject and just ignore what's going on in the world. I could do that, but every 
great Christian I've ever known has been honest with what they're going through, so here I am, leveling 
with you. These worries have made me take a good look at my faith in Jesus. The question that sticks out 
like a sore thumb, “Do I really trust God?”. It's during times of worry that I find something out about my-
self, I WANT CONTROL, AND I WANT IT NOW. I, at times, live under this false security that I am in con-
trol of my own life. And that, simply is not true. It's the God of Heaven, Jesus Himself, who controls and 
determines the course of history, the course of my own life. Yes, I have free choices, but God is sover-
eignly in command.  
 

He has brought me this far, and has never failed me, yet I grasp for that steering wheel. When I read the 
words of Philippians 4:6-8, I am comforted. Yet, I feel like I have to do more. “C'mon, really Lord? All I 
have to do is bring my request to you and you promise that you'll guard my heart and mind? There has to 
be more than that!”. Can my mind handle that? Can, in my heart, soul, and mind, give over my worries to 
God and just let Him handle it? Can I truly just give it up to Him, and stop the worry? What I have found 
is that I must do it several times a day, if not hundreds, at times. It could be 5 minutes earlier that I just 
laid it all at the foot of the Cross, choosing to trust God, and then, I find my mind wandering into worry as 
if I had never had that conversation with the Lord. It's then that I feel shameful, I'm supposed to be a 
Youth Pastor, a god-fearing man! I should fear nothing, right? Yet, thankfully, it has never been my boast-
ing about myself that has gotten me anywhere, but the greatness of my God. My best story is that I was 
messed up and broken, and Jesus fixed me, and is still fixing me.  
 

Should I fear anything? No, I should fully trust my God, yet even in the midst of my struggles to trust 
Him, He still is guiding me to become more and more like His Son. That process, I am happy to say, has 
begun, but is far from being complete. In fact, it won't be complete until I enter Heaven. I am, as said 
above, comforted by the words of Philippians 4:6-8, but as I write this, thankful that He loves me where 
I'm at and guides me to where I need to be, I am reminded of Jesus' words in Matthew 11:28-30: “Come 
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
 

Take the Bible's advice. Trust Him. 
 

In His Love, 
Zach Long 
Together – We Build 
BeRomans12 



During this difficult time we know that many of our Church Family may be in need of help and/or 
assistance. If you need someone to go to pick up some groceries or go to the Pharmacy please call 
or text Mike Fountain @ 330-323-2615.  Mike has volunteers who are here to help.   
 
If you would like to help Mike with this Ministry, please give him a call/text and he will add you to 
the list. 
 

The Deacon’s Pantry is very low on just about everything. We serve 30 - 35 families each month. If 
you are able to get out to the grocery store this week and are able to purchase a few extra items for 
the Pantry it would be much appreciated.  The Church building is being kept locked at this time, but 
if you call us (330-868-4151) we can meet you at the door.  During this most difficult time, we pray 
that with your help, we will be able to have food available to those in our community. 
 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE  

"For God so loved the world that He gave..." (John 3:16a, NASB) Without question, a person can 

give without loving. It happens all the time. People give to be noticed. People give with political 

intentions in mind. Some people give out of a guilty conscience, and so forth. However, there's no 

way a person can truly love another without giving. The Lord has created us in such a way that 

we most express love for another by giving. This is derived from being created in His image. For 

our God is a God who gives. 

 

While the coronavirus has kept us from meeting together physically, the needs and expenses of 

ministry at Minerva First Christian Church haven't gone away. In order to respond to the situation, 

we have made arrangements for online giving. We ask that you still express your love for the 

Lord, His people, and His Church by generously giving with a joyful heart during this peculiar 

time. Thank you so much. While we all are separated during this time, let us continue to pursue 

unity by prayer, digital communication, and giving freely!  

 

"The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountiful-

ly will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."    - II Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

     Available on the Church Website: Minervafcc.com 

 

     You can also mail your check to the office or drop it off, just call us first 330-868-4151. Thanks 

DO YOU NEED HELP OR ASSISTANCE?  

DEACON’S PANTRY  



 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, April 3 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak,  
there is a critical need for blood.  

 
 
 

 

 

When faced with fear of the unknown, turning to an 
all-knowing God is a good place to start. And for peo-
ple of faith, we know that God answers prayers and 
that, as it says in James 5:16, “The prayer of a right-
eous person is powerful and effective.” 

That doesn’t mean we only pray; we act as well, but, 
calmed by the awareness of the presence of God, we 
can respond with clarity and direction.   
Coronavirus closings:There are substantial benefits 
to not dilly-dallying around.  To quote the late Dr. Billy 
Graham, “We are to pray in times of adversity, lest we 
become faithless and unbelieving.  We are to pray in 
times of prosperity, lest we become boastful and 
proud.  We are to pray in times of danger, lest we be-
come fearful and doubting. We are to pray in times of 
security, lest we become self-sufficient.” 

Amid crisis, whether coronavirus, a natural disaster, a 
terrorist attack or another calamity, we must not allow 
the mockery of the anti-faith crowd to drown out our 
prayers for the hurting, for the protection of our fami-
lies, our communities, and our country. Let the mock-
ers mock, but let the people pray to the great Physi-
cian first and then get to work helping the sick. 

 

Tony Perkins is president of the Family Research 
Council and is an ordained Southern Baptist pastor. 

Follow him on Twitter: @tperkins 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

YES MINISTRY 

Please keep us in mind during your 
spring cleaning. We will gladly accept a 
variety of donations*. Right now we are 
looking to collect as many jerseys as 
possible. These can be any team, any 
sport any size and any level from junior 
high through professional. * 
 
*As always we accept all donations with the un-
derstanding we will do what is best for the min-
istry with those donations. This may include 
distributing, passing on to another ministry who 
can better use the item(s), selling the item(s) 
to raise funds for the ministry or in rare circum-
stances disposing of the item. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE ONLINE 

  NEW ROOF   
                          GOAL:  $60,000      
                     TO DATE:  $91,254 
 

NEW MAIN AIR CONDITIONER     
                     GOAL:  $50,000 
                TO DATE:    $5,120 
 

 RE-SEAL/REPAIR PARKING LOT 
                          GOAL:     $22,000 
                     TO DATE:       $2,100            

Did you know that MFCC Services are available 
Digitally on our website: Minervafcc.com?    
 

While we are unable to meet as a congregation 
at the Church building at this time, we can 
meet digitally online.  We pray, sing to the 
Lord, listen to a children’s devotion, listen to 
the morning message and we can take com-
munion together.  Let those of us who have 
access to a computer and the internet take ad-
vantage of this service.   
 

It takes several people to put this together and 
we are very grateful to all of those involved. 
 

“Do not forsake meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.”    Hebrews 10:25 

FACING FEAR/FOCUS ON THE FAMILY 

https://biblehub.com/niv/james/5.htm
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/03/10/should-businesses-close-doors-coronavirus-covid-19-column/5002763002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/03/10/should-businesses-close-doors-coronavirus-covid-19-column/5002763002/
https://billygraham.org/devotion/he-hears-us/
https://billygraham.org/devotion/he-hears-us/
https://www.frc.org/
https://www.frc.org/
https://twitter.com/tperkins


 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF FEB. 29 
 

  Vehicle/Bus            $2,216 
  Coffee Spot            $3,285 
  Employee Medical           $7,000 
  Missions            $16,661 
  Deacons                             -$1,764 
  Landscaping           $2,262 
  Roof            $20,195 
  Parking Lot            $2,050 
  A/C            $4,620 
  Audio/Visual           $5,589 
  Kid’s Corner Renovation           $41,548 
  HS/MS Trips           $10,302 
  Building           -$12,532 

ATTENDANCE   

 
                      3/1     3/8     3/15   GOAL  
Celebration      161    168       75                250 
Bible School     114    108       51                160 

FEBRUARY GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                     
Building Fund           
Mission Fund                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

YTD as of 2/29/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Pat Beadnell       

Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 

Ellie & Larry Bender 
Arlene Brown 

Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 

Donna Dennis 

Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  

Ruby Guy 
Kay Hanna 

Mary Jo Hardman 
Jim Hensen 

Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 

Joe Johnson 

Pearl Keller 
Nancy Kibler  

Rory King 
Pat Lowery 

Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 

Connie Morris 
Eric Prowe 

Gary & Martha Prowe 

Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 

Paul Saling 
Belle Schaefer 

Don Shields 
Midge Snyder 

Tim Thorn 
Janet Unkefer 

Ruth Weaver 

Thelma Weekly 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st Lieuten-

ant Isaac Graham; Thomas E. 
Greathouse, Jr.;   Brandon Jenkins; Sgt. 

Kurt Warrick Please let us know 
about Military updates/corrections. 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value 

of the cards you purchase from the church office, while you 

still get your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift 

cards instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great 

opportunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards 

in the church office today to support MACS. 

 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 
  

$211,731      
 $224,349  

$21,253 
$380 

$2,490 

We are praying for all of you brothers and sisters in Christ 
during this pandemic. We ask for your prayers for us. 
 
Because of the pandemic the 6 weeks of missionary confer-
ence, Holy Week activities and the medical and surgical 
teams have all been canceled. We are staying home as much 
as possible. Luis is continuing to give the Bible studies on the 
radio on Sunday mornings. He will also be preaching thru the 
Mosaico Comunidad Cristina Facebook page this Sunday 
(3/29). We are also reaching out to the people of the village 
of Nazareno where we live to help the, with their needs. 
Chere is keeping in touch with members of our church family 
thru Messenger and Whatsapp. 
 
We thank you for your continued support of the Lord’s work 
in Mexico. 
 
Your fellow-servants in Christ, 
Luis and Chere Torres 



Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Bible School  9:00 a.m. 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 
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Minerva First Christian Church 

March 31, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 APRIL SERMON SCHEDULE 

 

April 5 
 
 
 
April 12 
 
 
 
 
April 19 
 
 
 
April 26 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

EASTER! 
Brian Stoffer 

Preaching 
 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Jim Bush 
Preaching 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 

Communion 
Meditation Joe Johnson 

Bruce  
Doppelheuer 

Nate Oberly John Long 

Shut-ins John Long, 
Kenny Unkefer 

Jay Harsh, 
Matt Jones 

John Long, 
Bill Shaw 

Kenny Hoopes, 
David Napier 

Ushers     

Nursery  
9:00 a.m. 

    

Nursery  
10:15 a.m. 

    

Wee Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

 

    

Wee Worship 
10:15 a.m. 

 

    

Church 
Patrol Jay Harsh Matt Jones 

Sue Barr, 
John Long 

Bob Palmer 

 
Deaconesses 

Shirley Catlett, 
Midge Snyder, 

Dorothy Thomas, 
Carol Schotts 

Shirley Catlett, 
Midge Snyder, 

Dorothy Thomas, 
Carol Schotts 

Shirley Catlett, 
Midge Snyder, 

Dorothy Thomas, 
Carol Schotts 

Shirley Catlett, 
Midge Snyder, 

Dorothy Thomas, 
Carol Schotts 



 

           

 
           

     2020    

     BIRTHDAYS    

     & ANNIVERSARIES    

           

           

           

           

   2020       

   Milestones    Milestones   

3  Shawn & Christa Archer 27  22  Eric Hoffmeyer    

  Jorgan Markins     Lynn Morgan    

            

5  Christa Archer    24  Roger & Barbara Patterson 39  

  Fred Shields         

     25  Dustn Hatfield    

7  Joe & Janet Johnson 63     Matt & Ashley Zahn 5  

  Chip & Kathy Syme 51         

      26  Kenny & Sandi Unkefer 6  

8  Boyd Dowell         

  Betty Frantum   27  Mickey Mathis    

            

10  Holly Reed   28  Jay & Debbie Harsh 18  

            

14  Janet Johnson    29  Kassadee Archer    

  Alissa Seibert          

      30  Herb Lowery    

16  Betty Hoopes      Ava Napier    

  Sheryl Baudendistel          

            

18  Zach Long             

  Matt Zahn             

              

              

           


