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May 31, 2020 
We will be honoring our High School and College Graduates. 

 

(If you know of any High School or College Graduates that have been missed,  
please phone the office.) 

GRADUATES  SUNDAY 2020 

Kenzie Fountain  will  graduate from 
Minerva High School and R.G. Drage 
Career Center.  She plans to at-
tend  Heidelberg University, run 

track and cross-country and earn BS 
& Masters in Sports Medicine.  She 
is the daughter of Mike & Shelly 
Fountain.   

Shawn Archer has graduated 
with a Bachelors of Science in 
Nursing from Aultman. He is 
currently working as a travel-
ing nurse. 

Nate Oberly will be  graduat-
ing with a MBA from Malone 
University. 



 

      

For years, the people of the Christian Church were known as the people of the 
word, or the Bible believing people. II Timothy 3:16, 17 tells us that all scripture is 
spirit breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in right-
eousness. The final authority for a Christian can’t be any single doctrine, or body of 
doctrine, but only the teacher of the doctrine of God (Jesus the Christ). 
 
The Bible is written that all may understand from the most unlearned of us to the 
most educated, we all can read and know the Lord. Many say it is hard to under-
stand, but when we read we first need to pray for understanding. Then reading of 
the literal sense makes common sense, then seek no other sense. All scripture is in-
tended to be taken literally unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, this is a 
general rule of interpretation. In the interpretation of scripture having two or more 
possible meanings, only those meanings confirmed by other passages can be ac-
cepted as valid. 
 
The final question in life is not in what you have believed in, but in whom you have 
believed in. 
 
In the service of Christ Jesus, 
Joe Johnson 

 

Mrs. Amy McGrew 
4030 Whitacre Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Judy Hays-Hasch 
935 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Ruby Guy 
c/o Patricia Crawford 
1880 Tilton Rd. 
Port St. Luci, FL  34952 
 
Mrs. Barbara Unkefer 
1179 Alliance Rd. NW 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mr. Jerry Grimes 

2550 Cleveland Ave NW 
Canton, OH 44709 
 
Mr. Don Shields 
c/o The Arbors 
400 Carolyn Court 
Minerva, OH  44657  
 
Mrs. Connie Morris 
205 Scranton Ave. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Mary Jo Hardman 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave SE, 
Minerva, OH 44657  

Mrs. Ruth Weaver 
Oaks Retirement Community  
800 S. 15th St. 
Sebring, OH  44672 
 

Mrs. Carol Ray 
c/o The Arbors 
400 Carolyn Court 
Minerva, OH  44657  
 
Mrs. Kay Hanna 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave SE, 
Minerva, OH 44657  
 
Mrs. Betty Frantum 
8228 Andora Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  44625 

WHOM DO YOU BELIEVE IN? 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 



 

We want to be a church that . . .  
 

Gathers – Acts 2:42-47 - We will make it a 

priority to gather together as often as possi-

ble for worship, fellowship, the breaking of 

bread, and prayer. 
 

Grows – 1 Peter 2:1-6 - We will focus on 

quality discipleship, teaching, and learning, 

by acquiring a lifelong hunger for the Word 

of God, meaningful prayer lives, and au-

thentic worship. 
 

Gives - Acts 2:44-45, Malachi 3:10, Mark 

10:45, Galatians 6:2-10 - We will be a 

church that sacrificially gives of our lives, 

time, money, and talents, by serving others 

instead of being served, putting others be-

fore ourselves, and carrying each other’s 

burdens. 
 

Goes – Isaiah 6:8, Matthew 28:18-20 - We 

will be a church devoted to making disciples 

by going to others, baptizing them, and 

teaching them from the Word of God. 

FAMILY MATTERS 

We extend our sympathies to . . . The family and friends of Belle Schaefer.  
Belle passed away on Sunday, April 12. Private services were held. 

 
Thank you . . . Church Members, The girls and I want to thank all of you for the 
prayers, cards and the meal after Bob’s Funeral. It was greatly appreciated.   
                                               Bob Houze Family, Pat, Chris & Courtney. 

 
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in           
spirit." (Psalm 34:18)  

MFCC Vision Proclamation 



 

  

If you’re like me, you’re not a fan of uncertainty. As we approach the, “end” of the pandemic that 
is the Coronavirus, so many things are still up in the air. We don’t know a lot. We aren’t certain 
when things will get, “back to normal”, or if they ever really will completely. It’s times like these 
when the things we can count on most become the most relevant to us. It’s times like these 
when we never take God for granted… I know I haven’t. Not knowing what the future holds gives 
me more incentive to rely on God, and for that I am thankful. When things were normal, many 
times I did take God for granted. Sure, I was serving Him every day. Running here and there like 
a nutcase to accomplish task after task after task, looking back on it now, after I’ve been forced 
to slow down, I feel like sometimes I was a mindless orb… “Must continue to check boxes off the 
list…” I never paused to think about the future, the future was going to happen, just how we 
planned it, there was no changing that… 
 
Boy, were we wrong. One thing that has remained unwaveringly the same is Jesus. He is my con-
stant Rock in times of worry. My ever-present help during times when I don’t think I can handle 
for one more second not knowing what’s going to happen in the coming months… Do I enjoy 
completely things being this way? No, I don’t, but one thing I do like is that I have not been dis-
tracted heavily from leaving Jesus’ feet because I know just how much I need Him when things 
aren’t going the way I had planned. 
 
The verses above are Scriptural reminders that God never changes. Everything around us might 
be chaos, but Jesus remains the same. Yes, Jesus remains the same, and that means He remains 
good. He loves you and me. He died for you and me, and He tells us to cast all our troubles on 
Him because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). Jesus never changes, Jesus is good, Jesus encourages 
us to give Him our problems, worries, and fears. Praise God!  
 
In His Love, 
Zach Long 
Together – We Build 
BeRomans12 

 

A Certain God in an Uncertain Time 



During this difficult time we know that many of our Church Family may be in need of help and/or 
assistance. If you need someone to go to pick up some groceries or go to the Pharmacy please call 
or text Mike Fountain @ 330-323-2615.  Mike has volunteers who are here to help.   
 
If you would like to help Mike with this Ministry, please give him a call/text and he will add you to 
the list. 
 

The Deacon’s Pantry is very low on just about everything. We serve 30 - 35 families each month. If 
you are able to get out to the grocery store this week and are able to purchase a few extra items for 
the Pantry it would be much appreciated.  The Church building is being kept locked at this time, but 
if you call us (330-868-4151) we can meet you at the door.  During this most difficult time, we pray 
that with your help, we will be able to have food available to those in our community. 
 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE  
"For God so loved the world that He gave..." (John 3:16a, NASB) Without question, a person can 

give without loving. It happens all the time. People give to be noticed. People give with political 

intentions in mind. Some people give out of a guilty conscience, and so forth. However, there's no 

way a person can truly love another without giving. The Lord has created us in such a way that 

we most express love for another by giving. This is derived from being created in His image. For 

our God is a God who gives. 

 

While the coronavirus has kept us from meeting together physically, the needs and expenses of 

ministry at Minerva First Christian Church haven't gone away. In order to respond to the situation, 

we have made arrangements for online giving. We ask that you still express your love for the 

Lord, His people, and His Church by generously giving with a joyful heart during this peculiar 

time. Thank you so much. While we all are separated during this time, let us continue to pursue 

unity by prayer, digital communication, and giving freely!  

 

"The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountiful-

ly will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."    - II Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

     Available on the Church Website: Minervafcc.com 

 

     You can also mail your check to the office or drop it off, just call us first 330-868-4151. Thanks 

DO YOU NEED HELP OR ASSISTANCE?  

DEACON’S PANTRY  



On Saturday, May 18, the General Board met in 
emergency session to discuss and approve pur-
suing a loan through the Payroll Protection Pro-
gram of the CARES Act. We have been ap-
proved for a loan of just over $70,000. What 
we will use for payroll and utilities within 8 
weeks of receipt of the funds will become a 
grant with no need to repay. Anything left at 
that point will be returned immediately, so that 
we will have no loan. 
 
The Board also approved, via email voting, to 
use money from the Roof Fund to repair the 
storm damage we had suffered several weeks 
ago. Most of this cost was covered with insur-
ance proceeds. 
 
Sue Barr 
Chairman, General Board  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

REPORT FROM THE GENERAL BOARD 

We are collecting old eyeglasses to 
donate to “Cross Eyed Mission”. This is 
a mission founded by Dr. Brady Kail of 
Waynesburg Vision. He takes groups 

on mission trips where they do eye exams and fit 
people with a pair of donated glasses that closest 
meets their needs. There is a box on the mission 
table to place any glasses.  No matter what your 
prescription, someone can use them! For more infor-
mation, please call the office.  Thank you! 

YES MINISTRY 

DO YOU HAVE OLD  
EYEGLASSES LYING AROUND? 

Please keep us in mind during your spring 
cleaning. We will gladly accept a variety of do-
nations*. Right now we are looking to collect as 
many jerseys as possible. These can be any 
team, any sport any size and any level from 
junior high through professional. * 
 

*As always we accept all donations with the un-
derstanding we will do what is best for the min-
istry with those donations. This may include dis-
tributing, passing on to another ministry who 
can better use the item(s), selling the item(s) to 
raise funds for the ministry or in rare circum-
stances disposing of the item. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE ONLINE 

  NEW ROOF   
                              GOAL:   $60,000      
 TO DATE: (insurance check) $91,454 
 

NEW MAIN AIR CONDITIONER     
                     GOAL:  $50,000 
                TO DATE:    $5,120 
 

 RE-SEAL/REPAIR PARKING LOT 
                          GOAL:     $22,000 
                     TO DATE:       $2,155            

Did you know that MFCC Services are available 
Digitally on our website: Minervafcc.com?    
 

While we are unable to meet as a congregation 
at the Church building at this time, we can 
meet digitally online.  We pray, sing to the 
Lord, listen to a children’s devotion, listen to 
the morning message and we can take com-
munion together.  Let those of us who have 
access to a computer and the internet take ad-
vantage of this service.   
 

It takes several people to put this together and 
we are very grateful to all of those involved. 
 

“Do not forsake meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.”    Hebrews 10:25 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS . . . ? 

All events have been cancelled for the unseen future.  
We are having meetings over the phone and inter-
net.  When it is possible to make changes, we will 
“get the word out”. 
 
We are very grateful for the Elders for their daily de-
votions & prayers. Thank you for your words of en-
couragement as we continue to live in our unchang-
ing times with God at our side. 



 

  Vehicle/Bus            
  Coffee Spot            
  Employee Medical            
  Missions           
  Deacons                        
  Landscaping                   
  Roof                        
  Parking Lot            
  A/C                      
  Audio/Visual            
  Kid’s Corner Renovation   
  HS/MS Trips  
  Building 
  YES Ministry   

ATTENDANCE   

 
                      3/1     3/8     3/15   GOAL  
Celebration      161    168       75                250 
Bible School     114    108       51                160 

MARCH GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                     
Building Fund           
Mission Fund                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

YTD as of 3/31/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Pat Beadnell       
Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 
Ellie & Larry Bender 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Ruby Guy 
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Julie Hensen 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Joe Johnson 
Pearl Keller 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Eric Prowe 
Gary & Martha Prowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Paul Saling 
Don Shields 
Midge Snyder 
Tim Thorn 
Barbara Unkefer 
Janet Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value 

of the cards you purchase from the church office, while you 

still get your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift 

cards instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great 

opportunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards 

in the church office today to support MACS. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF MARCH 31 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$247,251   
$287,624   

$19,479 
$90 

$1,889 

$2,216
$3,274
$7,000 
$9,893 
$0.00

$2,407
$91,259
$2,105
$5,120
$5,594

$43,015        
$10,518       
$11,542 

-$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st Lieutenant 
Isaac Graham; Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Brandon Jenkins; Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
Please let us know about Military  
updates/corrections. 



Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Bible School  9:00 a.m. 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

April 30, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 MAY SERMON SCHEDULE 

 

May 3 
 
 
May 10 
 
 
May 17 
 
 
May 24 
 
 
May 31 
 
 

Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Brian Stoffer 

Preaching 
 

Nate Oberly 
Preaching 

 
Dr. Randy Ross 

Preaching 
 

Zach Long 
Preaching 

 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 

Communion 
Meditation Brian Stoffer Joe Johnson 

Bruce  
Doppelheuer 

Nate Oberly John Long 

Shut-ins      

Ushers Mike Fountain 
Mike Weekly 

Bill Shaw 

Bob Palmer 
Kenny Unkefer 

 

Matthew Zahn 
Brian Stoffer 

Mike Fountain 
Mike Weekly 

Bill Shaw 

Bob Palmer 
Kenny Unkefer 

 

Nursery  
9:00 a.m. 

     

Nursery  
10:15 a.m. 

     

Wee Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

 

     

Wee Worship 
10:15 a.m. 

 

     

 
Deaconesses 

Julie Brown, 
Christa Archer, 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Sheryl  

Baudendistel 

Julie Brown, 
Christa Archer, 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Sheryl  

Baudendistel 

Julie Brown, 
Christa Archer, 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Sheryl  

Baudendistel 

Julie Brown, 
Christa Archer, 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Sheryl  

Baudendistel 

Julie Brown, 
Christa Archer, 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Sheryl  

Baudendistel 



          

        

        

        

          

          

          

          

          

          

        

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

         

          

         

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

            MAY  

      2020  

      BIRTHDAYS  

      & ANNIVERSARIES  
          

          

          

          

   2020       

   Milestones                                   Milestones 

1  David & Jo D Unkefer 38  20  Tim Bush  

        Carol Thomas  

2  Kenzie Fountain         

  Pearl Ray    24  Marilyn Hoopes  

           

3  Alvin & Shirley Catlett 40  25  Mike Mathis  

           

4  Jill Long    26  Melody Fisher  

           

5  Pat Houze    27  Diana Palmer  

           

9  Ronald Shatzer   28  William Fisher  

  Kenny Unkefer         

  Eva Wolf    29  Barb (BJ) Dunlevy  

  Milton & Beth Awa 39     Johhny Costea  

          

10  Shelly Fountain    31  Jean Miller  

              

12  Marvin & Jennifer Jackson 19           

             

13  Carol Ray           

              

15  Carol Schotts            

  Tim & Trish Bush 49           

             

18  Bob Palmer            

              


