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JUNE 7 — 10:15 AM  —  RE-GATHERING DAY 

We have some pretty exciting news to share with you! 
 

Plans are being made to re-open the Church on Sunday, June 7 @ 10:15 
am.  With much prayer, research and discussion we have instituted 
some directions for our church services.   
 

 We will highly recommend social distancing, the wearing of masks, 
and regular hand washing. There will also be hand sanitizer available 
at several stations around the sanctuary. 

 

 There will be no Nursery/Kid’s Church available, children must stay 
with their parents. 

 

 There will be no in-person Bible School Classes at this time. 
 

 Communion will be in sealed baggies of individualized packaged ele-
ments for each attendee and will be available at tables outside each 
sanctuary door and can be picked up as you enter. 

 

 Pews will be roped off in such a way that not all pews will be availa-
ble as to distance seating. 

 

 Offering plates will not be served, offering may be placed in the nom-
ination barrels  in the foyer. 

 

 We strongly recommend that any person not feeling well or who has 
recently had a temperature not attend church, but utilize the digital 
service instead. 

 

“Enter his gates with Thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.”    Psalm 100:4 



 

When was the last time that you received uplifting confirmation from a supervisor, a close 
friend, or even a family member? Perhaps you were surprised, encouraged, and even 
humbled. Every living being on earth craves affirmation. God also wants us to grow by af-
firming our acceptance through Christ Jesus. 

 “I AM GOOD.” We are a new being, a new creation made possible through the suffer-
ing of Christ Jesus on our behalf. It is only through Jesus that we share all the promises of 
the Bible, giving us the confidence and assurance that promotes our growing in Christ 
(Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 1:6). 
 
 “I AM LOVABLE.” Christ went obediently through His sufferings, and that is why God 
loved Him. The Father loved Christ as His Son, and Christ loves us as His children. We will 
grow in Christ as we imitate God in mercy, holiness, and above all love (John 15:9; Ephe-
sians 5:1–2). 
 
 “I AM A RESPONSIBLE PERSON.” We are each capable of establishing a “heart-to-
heart” relationship” with the Lord. Growing in Christ requires a continual repentance, con-
stant faith in, and thankfulness for the love of our Redeemer (Romans 10:9–10; 1 John 
1:9). 
 
 “I AM A VALUABLE AND IMPORTANT PERSON.” We know we are on a healthy path of 
growing in Christ do to our relationship with the Lord. Believers who are joined to Christ 
are one spirit. We are set apart for God’s use because Jesus paid the price for our sin 
(Romans 14:7–8; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20). 
 
 
 “I AM  CAPABLE OF  DOING GREAT  THINGS.”  Acknowledging  our weaknesses  as we  
depend on God’s power and sufficiency brings maturity. Power that comes  from the Spirit 
of God nourishes our inner being best (2 Corinthians12:9; Ephesians 3:16). 
 
Without unity, our inner being as well as our external members would cease to function or 
grow. God’s affirmation and acceptance brings unity through Jesus Christ. The union of 
Christ and His “bride” the church is beyond unaided human understanding. It’s not simply 
maturity in Scriptural conviction or personal maturity in relating well to others. Growing in 
Christ reveals a maturity of a perfectly balanced character in Him. As believers we are the 
thriving, growing body of Christ that is built up “until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  C h r i s t ”  ( E p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 3 ) . 
 
Grace denotes the limitless and undeserved kindness and mercy of God that is freely given 
to human beings. Jesus Christ’s being was full of divine goodness and favor which was in-
tended for the blessing of God’s people. 

 

Bruce Doppelheuer 
 

 

      

Summer is a time when things grow! Are we growing? 



Greetings from Mexico. We continue to stay at home due to the COVID-19. It is get-
ting worse in and around Mexico City. The area we live in outside of the city of Puebla 
has seen a few cases and deaths. So far the members of Mosaico church remain 
healthy. Mosaico continues to have Sunday services online. Luis preaches the 4th Sun-
day of the month. He continues to have the Sunday morning Bible study on the local 
radio station. Chere is communicating with the women of the church through 
Whatsapp and Messenger with occasional calls. We miss being able to go to Mosaico. 
Thank you for your prayers for our health. We continue to be healthy. Please pray 
that God will continue to show us other opportunities to reach out to others in our ar-
ea. Thank you for your continued support. 
       In Christ, Luis and Chere Torres 
 

FAMILY MATTERS 

We send our Sympathies to . . . Dorothy Birney and family with the passing of 
her husband of 70 years, Jim.  He was a 70 year member of First Christian Church 
of Minerva. Jim passed away on Saturday, May 9th. A private service was held on 
Tuesday, May 12th.  Please remember Dorothy in your prayers. Her address is 913 
S. Grant Blvd., Minerva, OH 44657 
 
Congratulations .  .  . Matt & Ashley Zahn with the arrival of their precious daugh-
ter, Ann Lois. She was born Friday, May 15th. She joins her big brother, Ryan. The 
Zahn’s make their home at 8135 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern, OH  44644.  God bless 
this little one!  
 
Congratulations . . . Jerry Polen & Midge Snyder have been blessed with their 8th 
great grandchild April 29th.  Her name is Emersyn, 7 lb. 9 oz., she come home to 2 
sisters and one brother. Michelle “Polen” Ward is grandma again. We’re so blessed 
by God.             Midge Snyder 
 
Thank you . . . thank you each and everyone for their prayers and concerns for 
Ralph while he was in the hospital in March and May and since returning home. A 
special thank you to Dale Roberts, Ralph & Chris Norman, the Liscomb IA prayer 
group, JoD Unkefer, Tim & Diane Smith, Midge Snyder & Sherri Oberly and any I 
may have missed.  Ralph & Charlotte Russell 
 
Thank you . . . The family of Jim Birney thanks you for your kind expressions of 
sympathy and the delicious meal brought to our home.      Dorothy Birney & family 

TORRES UPDATE 



      Have you ever felt alone? Have you ever felt abandoned? Do you feel like the whole world is 
against you sometimes? Have you ever felt worthless, like a failure? Have you ever believed that 
everything is going wrong in the world because of you, and that you alone are the one assigned 
to get everything back to the way it’s supposed to be?  
 
     Listen, I know I have. At times I try to put the weight of the whole world on my shoulders 
when I have the God who holds the whole world in His hands to rely on. I try on my own to 
move mountains when I have the Creator who created the mountains to move them for me. I try 
to make up for all the stupid things I’ve done, the sin I’ve committed, by reading my Bible more, 
or “picking myself up”, when the price for all those wrongdoings has already been paid for on the 
Cross. 
 
     What it boils down to is this: I try to be God. I try to put all the responsibilities that He has on 
myself, and as I have found out, I fail miserably at that. I end up being one big mess. But what I 
have come to realize is this: even if I am a mess, I’m His mess, and that’s enough. What is so 
comforting in this is the relief and the realization that I don’t have to carry the weight of the 
world on my shoulders. I don’t have to go it alone, because that’s who God is, He will never 
leave. God takes our burdens, picks them up like we would pick up a feather, and says, “Zach, I 
got it. TRUST ME. For the millionth, billionth time, TRUST ME!”  
 
     Sometimes I feel like I repeat myself in these articles, and I probably do, but I do my best to 
be open and honest with what I am going through so that I can be of some help to others who 
may be struggling too. What I have come to realize and understand, but so quickly forget over 
and over, is that Jesus holds me in His hands. It’s not by my own effort or my own will that I 
continue to stand with Him, it’s Him gently bringing me along, loving me every baby step of the 
way. If we ever believe that we have somehow gotten to the point where we don’t look at Him as 
our Daddy, as our King, as the Lord we need every second of every day, then we are not in the 
right place spiritually.  
 
     Matthew 18:1-4 says this: “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 
and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 
 
     So with that being said, do you depend on God like a little child depends on his parents? Or 
do you strut your stuff like a teenager who thinks they have it all figured out? Humble yourself, 
get back to the basics, and love God like a little child loves his Daddy.  
 
 
Thanks and God Bless,  
Zach Long 
“Together – We Build” 
BeRomans12 
  

TRUST ME! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONLINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE  
"For God so loved the world that He gave..." (John 3:16a, NASB) Without question, a person can give with-

out loving. It happens all the time. People give to be noticed. People give with political intentions in mind. 
Some people give out of a guilty conscience, and so forth. However, there's no way a person can truly love 
another without giving. The Lord has created us in such a way that we most express love for another by 
giving. This is derived from being created in His image. For our God is a God who gives. 

 

While the coronavirus has kept us from meeting together physically, the needs and expenses of ministry at 
Minerva First Christian Church haven't gone away. In order to respond to the situation, we have made ar-
rangements for online giving. We ask that you still express your love for the Lord, His people, and His 
Church by generously giving with a joyful heart during this peculiar time. Thank you so much. While we all 
are separated during this time, let us continue to pursue unity by prayer, digital communication, and giving 
freely!  

 
"The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver."    - II Corinthians 9:6-7 

 
     Available on the Church Website: Minervafcc.com 
 
     You can also mail your check to the office or drop it off, just call us first 330-868-4151. Thanks 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Many of our shut-ins continue to be isolated and unable to visit face-to-face with family 
and friends. Let us lift their spirts with cards and calls! 
 
“And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”   
        Colossians 3:14   

Mrs. Amy McGrew 
4030 Whitacre Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Judy Hays-Hasch 
935 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Ruby Guy 
c/o Patricia Crawford 
1880 Tilton Rd. 
Port St. Luci, FL  34952 
 
Mrs. Barbara Unkefer 
1179 Alliance Rd. NW 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mr. Jerry Grimes 
2550 Cleveland Ave NW  
Canton, OH 44709 
 
Mr. Don Shields 
c/o The Arbors 
400 Carolyn Court 
Minerva, OH  44657  
 
Mrs. Connie Morris 
205 Scranton Ave. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Mary Jo Hardman 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave SE, 
Minerva, OH 44657  

Mrs. Ruth Weaver 
Oaks Retirement Community  
800 S. 15th St. 
Sebring, OH  44672 
 

Mrs. Carol Ray 
c/o The Arbors 
400 Carolyn Court 
Minerva, OH  44657  
 

Mrs. Kay Hanna 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave SE, 
Minerva, OH 44657  
 

Mrs. Betty Frantum 
8228 Andora Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  44625 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/colossians/3-14.html


 

SECRET SISTERS 

We are collecting old eyeglasses to 
donate to “Cross Eyed Mission”. This is 
a mission founded by Dr. Brady Kail of 
Waynesburg Vision. He takes groups 

on mission trips where they do eye exams and fit 
people with a pair of donated glasses that closest 
meets their needs. There is a box on the mission 
table to place any glasses.  No matter what your 
prescription, someone can use them! For more infor-
mation, please call the office.  Thank you! 

SAMPLE NOMINATION BALLOT 

DO YOU HAVE OLD  
EYEGLASSES LYING AROUND? 

Enclosed within this issue of the Voice is the SAM-
PLE Election Ballot for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  
Please review this carefully. If you accepted a 
nomination and you are not listed, or declined a 
nomination but you are listed, please call the 
church office to let them know @ 330-868-4151 
or email @ minervafcc@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 
 
Note: you may vote if you have placed your mem-
bership here at Minerva First Christian Church and 
have faithfully worshipped with us at least 50% of 
the Sundays in the past year, or since becoming a 
member. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE ONLINE 

  NEW ROOF   
                              GOAL:   $60,000      
 TO DATE: (insurance check) $91,459 
 

NEW MAIN AIR CONDITIONER     
                     GOAL:  $50,000 
                TO DATE:    $5,120 
 

 RE-SEAL/REPAIR PARKING LOT 
                          GOAL:     $22,000 
                     TO DATE:       $2,155            

Did you know that MFCC Services are available 
Digitally on our website: Minervafcc.com?    
 

While we are unable to meet as a congregation 
at the Church building at this time, we can 
meet digitally online.  We pray, sing to the 
Lord, listen to a children’s devotion, listen to 
the morning message and we can take com-
munion together.  Let those of us who have 
access to a computer and the internet take ad-
vantage of this service.   
 

It takes several people to put this together and 
we are very grateful to all of those involved. 
 

“Do not forsake meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.”    Hebrews 10:25 

Have you lifted your Secret Sister up 
in prayer lately? Have you sent her a 
card or a note just to let her know 
that you are thinking of her? During 

this time that we have been unable to meet at 
the church, it is especially important to keep in 
touch with her. If you send a card, use the 
Church address as the return address (keeping 
your address unknown). With the church open-
ing up again on June 7, it would be a great 
time to leave a card or small gift for your secret 
sister on the Secret Sister table.   
 
“Therefore encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11 



 

  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL                CIY MOVE 2020            

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
MACS recently completed the 2019-2020 school year. Due to the COVID-19 out-
break, we had to adjust to the remote learning format. Our teachers did a won-
derful job of creating virtual content for our students and interacting with them 
through videos, chats, and emails. We produced hours of educational content for 
our students to make sure that they were growing both academically and spiritual-
ly during this unprecedented experience. 

 
Our teachers also worked hard to provide fun and memorable moments for out students to help 
close out the school year. We had teachers who wrote letters to students, created video year-
books, created memory books and provided unique opportunities for our students to wrap up the 
school year. We are very proud of the amazing effort put forth by our teachers during this unusual 
period. 
 
At MACS, we are looking forward to next school year and currently accepting applications for all 
grade levels. We are preparing diligently to make sure that we are able to meet all guidelines that 
are put forth by the state of Ohio, while still being able to complete our mission of providing an 
education that helps our students grow academically and in their relationship with God. We thank 
you for your continued support of our ministry during the pandemic. 

June 18-20, 2020 
 

BOLT is Minerva FCC’s Visual Vacation Bible 
School for ages 5 and up! We’re so excited to 
announce that BOLT VBS  is coming to your 
house. With minimal preparation, easy-to-follow 
instructions, and a video that leads your family 
step-by-step through each day. BOLT is de-
signed to bring the fun and faith-formation of 
VBS to your home. For further information, and 
to register, go to https://www.minervafcc.com/
vacation-bible-school and follow the instruc-
tions! Please keep this Virtual Vacation Bible 
School Experience and all involved in prayer, 
thank you so much! 

CIY MOVE 2020 is going to look a little dif-
ferent this year, well a lot different, actual-
ly. The actual event that usually takes place 
at Milligan college in Tennessee has been 
canceled due to COVID-19. However, CIY 
has been making sure that an alternative to 
CIY MOVE for all churches that were regis-
tered for the event originally will be provid-
ed. This alternative is called MOVE/AT and 
is designed for a variation of CIY to take 
place anywhere your youth group is at. 
MFCC’s Youth Group, Twenty4Seven will be 
participating in this alternative version of 
CIY MOVE, dates and times are still to be 
determined, stay tuned! Please keep the 
adult leaders and teens that will be partici-
pating in your prayers. Thank you. 



 



 

   Vehicle/Bus            
  Coffee Spot            
  Employee Medical            
  Missions           
  Deacons                        
  Landscaping                   
  Roof                        
  Parking Lot            
  A/C                      
  Audio/Visual            
  Kid’s Corner Renovation   
  HS/MS Trips  
  Building 
  YES Ministry   

APRIL GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                     
Building Fund           
Mission Fund                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

YTD as of 4/30/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Pat Beadnell       
Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 
Ellie & Larry Bender 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Ruby Guy 
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Julie Hensen 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Joe Johnson 
Pearl Keller 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Eric Prowe 
Gary & Martha Prowe 
Barbara Rowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Paul Saling 
Don Shields 
Midge Snyder 
Tim Thorn 
Barbara Unkefer 
Janet Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value 

of the cards you purchase from the church office, while you 

still get your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift 

cards instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great 

opportunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards 

in the church office today to support MACS. 

 

Giant Eagle Advantage Card - Please go on-line and con-

nect your card with MACS. Use the code #5573.  MACS re-

ceives a portion of your purchase. 

 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF MARCH 31 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$247,251   
$287,624   

$30,632  
$0 

$2,500 

$2,216
$3,274
$7,000 
$9,893 
$1,247
$2,407

$91,459
$2,155
$5,120
$5,594

$43,015        
$10,518       
$11,542 

-$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st Lieutenant 
Isaac Graham; Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Brandon Jenkins; Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
Please let us know about Military  
updates/corrections. 



Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Bible School  9:00 a.m. 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

May 29, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 JUNE SERMON SCHEDULE 

 

June 7 
 

 
 
June 14 
 

 
 
June 21 
 
 
 

 
 
June 28 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 

 
Nate Oberly 
Preaching 

 

 
Brian Stoffer 

Preaching 
Father’s Day 

 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 

  

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

Communion 
Meditation Brian Stoffer Joe Johnson 

Bruce  
Doppelheuer 

Nate Oberly 

Shut-ins     

Ushers Mike Fountain 
Mike Weekly 

Bill Shaw 

Bob Palmer 
Kenny Unkefer 

 

Matthew Zahn 
Brian Stoffer 

Mike Fountain 
Mike Weekly 

Bill Shaw 

 
Deaconesses 

Brenda Griffin, 
Trish Bush, 

Teresa Seibert, 
Lynette Shatzer 

Brenda Griffin, 
Trish Bush, 

Teresa Seibert, 
Lynette Shatzer 

Brenda Griffin, 
Trish Bush, 

Teresa Seibert, 
Lynette Shatzer 

Brenda Griffin, 
Trish Bush, 

Teresa Seibert, 
Lynette Shatzer 



          

        

        

        

          

          

          

          

          

          

        

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

          

         

         

          

         

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 

 
            

               JUNE    

      2020   

      BIRTHDAYS   

      & ANNIVERSARIES   

           

           

           

           

           

   2020        

           
 

6  Pat Lowery    16  John Pilati     

  Kathy Schmucker      Emma Reed     

             

8  Reggie & Jennette Stoltzfus 18    22  Debbie Shields    

             

9  Parker Fountain                                             16   23  Midge Snyder    

              

11  Rachael Snyder    24  Harold & Jeanette Smith 58  

  Nate Stoffer            13             

       27  Bruce & Sandy Doppelheuer 40  

13  Abby Fahl              

      30  Brian & Sarah Stoffer 19  

14  Lani Lowery             

              

15  Dora Sutton           

  Johnny & Debbie Costea 46             

                

                

                

                

                

Milestones Milestones 


