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 Be anxious for nothing" (Philippians 4:6-7) –  
Encouragement for this Day! 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus 
blood and righteousness" are the first lines 
of a familiar hymnal if you grew up in the 
church.  This song, though not sang as often 
as it used to be, reminds us of a very im-
portant truth. We must stand on Jesus and 
his word in order to have hope. 
 
This idea of going back into the classroom 
has stoked levels of anxiety for teachers and 
parents like never before. Not even the 
threat of hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods 
have created such an intense sense of "lack 
of control", fear, and anxiety. This fear, 
though purposeful in many ways, has be-
come a threat to the mental health of too 
many individuals.  The monumental task of 
providing what appears to be a reasonable 
approach to educating children this fall 2020 
seems more ominous each day. 
 
No, we do not have any concrete answers 
and promises for the future. But guess what, 
we never had! 
 
No, we never had any control over our fu-
ture. So why is it seemingly different today 
as we stare down COVID19?  The "false 
evidence appearing real" has been blasted 
every minute of the day in our ears about 
the COVID19. 
 
Now, I'm not saying that COVID19 isn't a 
threat. It indeed is. BUT we have to rely not 
on ourselves but in a higher hope. That 
higher hope is Jesus Christ. 
 
I am standing as a witness to you today, that 
there is a place of peace inside the middle of 
a storm. In this storm called CORONA, we 
must seek and find that place of peace and 
resolve. I'm not touting any whack-a-doodle 
response that dismisses the realities around 

us. I am encouraging responding in both 
faith and action to quell the fear that is run-
ning like wildfire throughout our homes, 
schools, and communities. 
 
Where will the peace come from? My mom 
who has survived cancer, kidney disease, 
a harsh childhood, and abandonment by 
her spouse has one place that she always 
relies upon. I, too, have discovered that 
place of peace. It's in the Bible, God's 
word. "Thou will keep in perfect peace the 
one whose mind is steadily thinking on 
you" (Isaiah 26:3). 
 
During these next few days, weeks, and 
months, we must center our minds on 
things that are wholesome for our spiritual 
and emotional welfare.  It can be done! 
Steer away from frustrations and accusa-
tions that bring even more anxiety. Find a 
proverb, scripture, song, book or any other 
healthy resource that encourages you; we 
can keep our minds in a peaceful and posi-
tive place. 
 
Dear Father in Heaven, 
  Bless all who have read this word of en-
couragement. Bring a spirit of peace, love, 
and joy into their hearts today. As we con-
tinue to seek your face, may your Word 
speak to our hearts and may we rest in 
your unfailing love. Our hope remains 
steadfast in you, heavenly Father. Amen 
  
 
 

This article is from a post on the ACSI 
(Association of Christian School Interna-
tional) Members Digest website. It was 
written by Thelma Hayes, First Grade 
Teacher,  at Forcey Christian School in Sil-
ver Spring, MD.  



 

 Every Christmas, my wife Leah says that she is going to buy me “Miracle Ear” for my gift.  To her, it seems 
that my hearing is waning. Like many, I have what we call selective hearing. Yet, there is a sound that I 
have not heard in recent times, and perhaps you can say the same. 
 
Where has all the laughter gone? Have you noticed its conspicuous absence? 
 
Life today is not a laughing matter.  COVID is making a comeback across the country and around the 
world. Businesses that were told they could open are now being told to close. Our nation is divided politi-
cally as never before. Civil unrest is unrelenting. Even Christians are at odds with one another. Even the 
American Psychological Association recently stated the 70 percent of Americans say this is the lowest point 
in US history they can remember. These are heavy-hearted days and there is little about which to laugh. 
 
Yet, we need to laugh again — loudly and often. We need to enjoy belly-busting laughter. And why? Prov-
erbs 17:22 reminds us that “laughter is good like a medicine.” We all want a vaccine for the virus, but we 
already have some great medicine for our souls that is readily available — laughter! 
 
Laughing actually improves our breathing, increases our blood flow, reduces our stress, activates our “feel-
good” hormones in the brain, and makes for a stronger immune system. Knowing this, who would not 
want to “take this medicine” and laugh out loud? 
 
Think with me. Jesus had a fun side. In John 21, the resurrected Jesus appeared to some of His disciples 
at the Sea of Galilee. Peter and six other disciples decided to go fishing. It wasn’t an afternoon of recrea-
tional fishing, hoping to get a few bluegills for supper. The text reads that they fished through the night — 
and caught nothing. Ashamed for having denied knowing Jesus three times, Peter reverts to his old ways 
and went back to commercial fishing. Jesus appeared to them early in the morning and the boat was 
about one hundred yards from shore. He could have called out to them, “Hey guys! It’s Me, Jesus! Get in 
here!” But, He didn’t. He told them to “throw their nets on the other side of the boat,” and as they did so, 
the nets were filled with 153 fish! Been there. Done that. Jesus performed this miracle with the disciples 
when He first met them some three years earlier. Immediately, they knew it was Jesus and they took off 
for the shore. Peter even jumped in the water and swam, the laden boat moving too slowly for him. Talk 
about a practical joke. I can “hear” the gut-busting belly laughter coming from Jesus. Luke reminds us that 
Jesus “was filled with joy through the Holy Spirit” (Luke 10:21), and the same can happen with us. After 
all, the fruits of the Spirit includes joy (Galatians 5:22). 
 
We have been made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27), and God has a sense of humor. We often 
think of God as being serious 24/7, but we need to think of God as being our ultimate joy-given. In Telling 
the Truth: The Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy Tale (HarperCollins, 1977), gifted author and pastor 
Frederick Buechner describes a joyful moment from Genesis 18. 
 
The place to start is with a woman laughing. She is an old woman, and after as lifetime in the desert, her 
face is cracked and rutted like a six-month drought. She hunches her shoulders round her eyes and starts 
to shake. She squinnies her eyes shut, and her laughter is all  wheeze and tears running down as she 
rocks back and forth in her kitchen chair. She is laughing because she is pushing 91 hard and has just 
been told she is going to have a baby…. The old woman’s name is Sarah, of course, and her old man’s 
name is Abraham, and they are laughing at the idea of a baby’s being born in the geriatric ward and Medi-
care’s picking up the tab. Maybe the most interesting part of it all is that far from getting angry at them for 
laughing, God told them that when the baby is born, he wanted them to name him Isaac, which in Hebrew  
means laughter. So you can say that God not only tolerated their laughter, but bless it and, is a sense, 
joined in it himself. 

Continued . . .             

LAUGH AGAIN 



 

We extend our sympathy and prayers . . .  to the family and friends of 
Pearl Keller. Pearl passed away on Thursday, July 23rd.  Her services 
were Tuesday, July 28th.   
 
 

     . . . to Nancy (Hoopes) Thorn, Betty Hoopes, Kenny Hoopes and their 
family with the passing of Tim Thorn, dear husband, son-in-law and 
brother-in-law. Tim passed away on Thursday, July 30th. Calling hours 
are Sunday, Aug. 2 from 2 - 5 pm and the funeral will be Monday, Aug. 
3 at 2 pm all at North Industry Christian Church. 
 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Mrs. Evelyn Baker 
8301 Kensington Rd. NE 
East Rochester, OH  44625 
 
Mr. Joe Johnson 
815 Grant Blvd.  
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mr. Don Shields 
851 S. Grant Blvd. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Sandy Russell 
42933 St. Rt. 39 
Wellsville, OH  43868 
 
Mrs. Amy McGrew 
4030 Whitacre Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Judy Hays-Hasch 
935 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Barbara Unkefer 
1179 Alliance Rd. NW 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Betty Frantum 
8228 Andora Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  44625 
 
Mrs. Janet Unkefer 
402 Jackson St. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Does it look like we have been baptized in vinegar and weened on a pickle? Maybe it’s time we start smiling 
and laughing again. Let’s resolve to watch more comedies than we do action, suspense, or even horror mov-
ies. And speaking of horror, rather than binging on fear-driven news updates, let’s read humorous stories. Are 
there funny stories from your past? Tell them again and again as if they were happening for the first time. 
And let’s not forget to laugh at ourselves! 
 
Years ago, someone gave me a piece of art as both a gift and a reminder. This piece of art has never left my 
desk. It is a well-known sketch of Jesus. Drawn in 1973 by the late Canadian artist Willis Wheatley, Christ, 
Libertor (probably more commonly known as “Jesus Laughing”) became a sensation. Why? Few Christians 
ever gave thought to Jesus having a sense of humor. This sketch reminds me to laugh like Jesus. After all, 
“the joy of the Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). 
 
Go ahead. Laugh out loud. People will wonder what we’re up to. 
 
By Gary Johnson   
Gary is now Executive Director of e2 following decades of preaching ministry. 
 
Submitted by 
Nate Oberly 

LAUGH AGAIN — Continued 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 



    

“And being made perfect, he became the SOURCE of eternal salvation to all who obey him” 
Hebrews 5:9 
 

     Although there’s been so much chaos, confusion, and arguing lately on social media and in 
general, one thing I believe we all can agree on is that broken people do broken things. From the 
start of a pandemic, to racism, to rioting, clearly the human race is broken from the top down. 
Even before all that, everywhere we turned in the media we saw stories of brokenness. Murder, 
rape, child abuse, destruction, death. And each time it seems we shake our heads at the TV we’re 
viewing or the smartphone we’re watching and say, “This world is so messed up. It really is a 
shame.”  
 

     But we can’t quickly forget that we’re not excluded from that statement. We’re broken too… 
Our own evil thoughts, our lust, covetousness, gossip, and worrying put us all in the same 
category of brokenness. Crazy isn’t it? Well, not really. The Bible is really clear that each and 
every human that has ever walked the earth is and was broken. Listen to the words of Psalm 
14:2-3: “The Lord looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who under-
stand, any who seek God. All have turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.” 
  
     This brokenness and wickedness of humanity is no surprise to God. It isn’t a shocker to the 
Bible. We’re broken, so what can be done about it? Even Christians, these days, seem to just sit 
in wonder, and speculation, at best, trying to figure out if anything can be done to fix the broken-
ness. “Well, it is what it is.” That statement can often be heard, and it many times is applied to 
what we’re talking about right now… People are messed up, that’s just the way it is, and there’s 
nothing that can be done about it… 
  
     If you are a Christian and this is your thinking, you’re doing something wrong! Let me direct 
your attention once more to the verse at the top of this article… Hebrews 5:9 says this: “And be-
ing made perfect, he became the SOURCE of eternal salvation to all obey him,” 
  
     So often as Christians we blatantly act like we don’t have the answer! WE HAVE THE AN-
SWER! It’s Jesus! He’s the source of joy, no matter the circumstances in the world around us. 
He’s the source of peace, no matter how messed up our world is. He’s the source of love, no 
matter how much hate rages on in our nation. He’s the source of our salvation, our hope for 
eternity, and there’s nothing that can take that away from us! No matter what happens in this 
life, Jesus is the source for our peace, and He’s the answer to our brokenness.  
  
     Today, when you finish reading this article, I encourage you to take time this day to lift the 
state of our world, our nation, our town of Minerva to the throne of God the Father. He’s still 
good, He’s still loving, and He’s still ALIVE! Church, He’s the SOURCE of every good thing, let’s go 
live like it’s true, because it is! 
 

Thanks and God Bless, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
“Together – We Build” 

BROKENNESS 



 
GENERAL BOARD UPDATE  SECRET SISTERS 

  
The General Board has met and made email 
decisions concerning several items over the 
past few months.  
 
On 4/27, the Board approved the Trustees’ rec-
ommendation for Supreme Roofing Solutions to 
replace portions of our roof with metal roofing. 
This has been finished. 
 
The Board approved the new Boy Scout Safety 
Plan on June 27. 
 
The Board was finally able to meet again on 
Monday, July 27. The Deacons reported that 
they had re-elected Mike Fountain as chairman, 
and Matt Jones as vice chairman. 
 
Bruce let us know that Joe Johnson is taking a 
sabbatical from the Elders due to his health. 
Please keep joe in your prayers, also the Elders 
as they continue the pastoral search. 
 
We heard from our Treasurer, Ashley Zahn, 
that we received the monies from the Payroll 
Protection Program on May 1, and due to new 
legislation, we have 24 weeks to use the funds 
and have the loan forgiven. 
 
Committee appointments were made, and sev-
eral resignations were accepted: Ellie Bender 
and Peg Jones from the Deaconesses, Judy 
Hays-Hasch from the Home Department, Jack 
Baudendistel and Todd Geary from the Dea-
cons, and Damon Greer from the Elders. 
 
Because in the past year or so, with the Gen-
eral Board numbering only in the mid-twenties, 
we have had difficulty some months achieving 
a quorum of 15. We voted to change this to 10 
for the current size of the General Board. 
 
We held elections of officers for the 2020-2021 
fiscal year. Chairman is Nate Oberly, vice chair 
Brian Stoffer, secretary John Long, and assis-
tant secretary Matt Jones. 

Wow!!!  I think we will all re-
member 2020 as one for the 
books!!! Due to the restrictions 
we need to follow for our safety, 
I will have the information on 
who had who for 2019-2020 by 

envelope for each of you this week. Please 
help me find you this week, or check the Se-
cret Sister Bulletin Board for your envelope. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Secret Sister 
you had as well as all those from this past 
year. Please also keep Secret Sister in your 
prayers for the coming year. Information will 
follow. Thank You for keeping our church 
body, especially leaders, as we continue to 
search for the man GOD has ready to become 
our new Minister in Prayer. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Sabra  

    NEW ROOF   
                GOAL:   $60,000      
           TO DATE:   $47,159 
 
  NEW MAIN AIR CONDITIONER     

               GOAL:  $50,000 
          TO DATE:    $5,170 
 
    

RE-SEAL/REPAIR PARKING LOT 
                          GOAL:     $22,000 
                     TO DATE:       $7,175         

 



 

 

 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL  
 
 

We are getting closer to the start of the school year and have been hard at 
work preparing the school to return to in-person classes. We are still accept-
ing applications for all age groups, but are limited in space because of the 
guidelines that we must follow. If you know someone who may be interest-
ed in having their child attend MACS this school year, please have them call 
the school as soon as possible to check on the availability of space. Our 

Covid Response Plan can be found on our website, minervafcc.com/parent-resources. We 
are looking forward to a great school year where we can create lasting memories and help 
them grow in the knowledge of God’s love for them. Please pray for the school as we start 
the school year and face the challenges of the COVID pandemic.  
 

Important Dates 
Elementary Open House Aug 19th 
Preschool Open House Aug 20th 

First Day of School K-6th Grade, September 2nd 
First Day of School Preschool, September 8th  

 

Chris Stoffer,  
Administrator 

 

CIY MOVE 2020 didn’t happen in the way that was planned. Our Twenty4Seven 
Youth Group was not able to head to Tennessee for a week this year, but CIY has 
been excellent in making sure that an alternative was easy and affordable for every 
teen that would have attended CIY MOVE 2020. That alternative is called MOVE/AT. 
It is basically a mini CIY conference that will take place at MFCC, instead of out of 
town. That being said, we want to invite all high schoolers to participate on August 
7-9th, 2020! On Friday, August 7th we will meet from 5-8:30pm, and on Saturday 
and Sunday, August 8-9th we will meet from 4:30-8:30pm. Food will be provided 
and there will be games, worship, fellowship, and excellent teaching from Scripture 
that can be applied to real life. If you have any questions, or would like to sign up 
please text or call Zach Long at 330-417-4834. 

https://www.minervafcc.com/parent-resources


 

   Vehicle/Bus            
  Coffee Spot            
  Employee Medical            
  Missions           
  Deacons                        
  Landscaping                   
  Roof                        
  Parking Lot            
  A/C                      
  Audio/Visual            
  Kid’s Corner Renovation   
  HS/MS Trips  
  Building 
  YES Ministry   

JUNE GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                     
Building Fund           
Mission Fund 
                                         
 

YTD as of 6/30/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        

Pat Beadnell       
Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Julie Hensen 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Joe Johnson 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Eric Prowe 
Gary & Martha Prowe 
Barbara Rowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Paul Saling 
Don Shields 
Midge Snyder 
Barbara Unkefer 
Janet Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 
 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value of 

the cards you purchase from the church office, while you still get 

your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift cards instead of 

cash, and help our school.  This is a great opportunity to make 

our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the church office to-

day to support MACS. 
 

Giant Eagle Advantage Card - Please go on-line and connect 

your card with MACS. Use the code #5573.  MACS receives a por-

tion of your purchase. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF JUNE 30 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$320,726   
$358,215   

$23,111  
$0 

$1,467 

$2,216
$3,274
$7,000 

$10,255 
$3,441
$1,958

$47,159
$7,175
$5,170
$5,599

$44,775        
$10,518       

-$10,315 
$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; 
Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; 
Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
 

Please let us know about 
M i l i t a r y  u p d a t e s /
corrections. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

  July 5               July 12               July 19               July 26 
    88          114                   105                     94      



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Bible School  9:00 a.m. 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

July 30, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 AUGUST SERMON SCHEDULE 

 

August 2 
 
 
August 9 

 

 

 
August 16 
 
 
August 23 
 
 
August 30 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
Brian Stoffer 

Preaching 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
Brian Stoffer 

Preaching 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

Communion 
Meditation Daniel Fahl John Long Mike Fountain Nate Oberly 

Bruce 
Doppelheuer 

Shut-ins      

Ushers  
Bob Palmer 

 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
Kenny Unkefer 

 
 

Deaconesses 

 
 

Julie Brown 
Dorothy Thomas 

 
 

Julie Brown 
Dorothy Thomas 

 
 

Julie Brown 
Dorothy Thomas 

 
 

Julie Brown 
Dorothy Thomas 

 
 

Julie Brown 
Dorothy Thomas 



             AUGUST  

      2020 

      BIRTHDAYS 

      & ANNIVERSARIES 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

1  Jake Reed    18  Jo D Unkefer  

        Libby Barr  

2  Beth Awa        

      19  Mike Lowery  

3  Chelsea Oberly        

  Barbara Patterson    20  Daniel & Abby Fahl 9 

          

4  Shirley Catlett    21  Connie Morris  

  Herb Hatfield       

  Roger Jones    22  Alvin Catlett  

  Kay D Unkefer       

      23  Jabin Reed  

5  Roger & Peg Jones 59       

      24  Debbie Harsh  

10  Brad & Rachael Snyder 7       

     25  Sondra Houze  

11  Avery Stoffer        

      26  Larry & Diana Palmer 42 

12  Peg Jones       

      28  Jeanette Smith  

13  Betty McIntosh      Amelia Stoffer  

  Dan Weiss      Dave & Donna Dennis 47 

          

14  Evelyn Baker    29  Jacob Unkefer  

  Kelly Shaw        

          

15  Butch Vandegrift        

          

Milestones Milestones 


