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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 

following morning worship 
 

The 2020 Church Annual Meeting will be Sunday, September 20th following 
the morning worship. We will meet in the Worship Center.   
 
All reports need to be turned into the church office no later than Septem-
ber 1st.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 A childhood prayer begins, "God is great, God is good". Scripture indeed testifies that goodness is 
part of God's nature. When Moses made his bold request to see God's glory, he replied, "I myself 
will make all my goodness pass before you" (Exodus 33:18-19). Good and upright is the Lord 
(Psalms 25:8) the Lord is good (Psalms 100:5). You are good and do good (Psalms 119:68). 
 
What does it mean to say God is good? For one thing, it means that He meets the standards of 
excellence, He is absolutely perfect in every way. Also, it means He is morally good. Third, it 
means that He is desirable, the proper object of Desire (O, taste and see that the Lord is good, 
Psalms 34: 8). But mostly, that God is good means that His basic attitude towards His creation is 
one of benevolence, kindness, and good will. He is kind and friendly towards His creatures; He 
wills and desires to bless them and to do good for them. He is good to us. He has a generous 
Spirit, a spirit of giving and sharing and blessing, a spirit of affection and goodwill. He cares for 
the welfare of His creatures. 
 
God's goodness, kindness, benevolence is directed not just towards human beings but toward the 
whole of creation. He supplies the rain just for His world. Psalms 145:9, 15 - 16 says, the Lord is 
good to all, and His mercies are over all His works, the eyes of all look to you and you give them 
their food in due time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. God cares 
for the birds and the flowers, says Jesus in Matthew 6:26. 
 
Though the whole Universe bask in the goodness of God, the bulk of His kindness and caring is 
poured out upon mankind. When directed toward human beings it is called love. In His love the 
father sends sunshine and rain on both the good and the evil man (Matthew 5:45). He did good 
and gave you rain from heaven and a fruitful season, satisfy your hearts with food and gladness 
(Acts 14:17). The promise of Romans 8:28 is a special display of God's goodness, its ultimate ex-
pression is seeing in everything God has done to save us from our sins. Psalms 107:9 truly He has 
satisfied the thirsty soul, and the hungry soul He has filled with what is good. And Psalms 31:19 
says how great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you! 
 
Without the confidence and the goodness of God, it would be very difficult to love Him and trust 
Him. If God were not good, His attitudes and actions toward us would be characterized either by 
cruelty or by indifference. Such a sovereign omnipotent ruler would be unendurable. This is why, 
if forced to choose most people would rather have a good god than an omnipotent God. But we 
do not have to choose, our God is both powerful and all good! 
 
God bless Church, 
 
Bruce Doppelheuer 
 

ELDER’S REFLECTION 



 

We extend our sympathy and prayers . . .  to Herb and Pat Lowery. Herb’s brother, 
Marion passed away on Friday, August 31st.    
 
“My family would like to say how much we appreciate being able to use your church 
for our father’s Celebration of Life service & meal on July 27, 2020. Please know how 
much it mean to us.”  — The family Ed Carter, Sr. 
 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Mrs. Betty Frantum 
8228 Andora Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  44625 
  (she recently fell and has    
  broke several bones in 
  her back) 
 
Mr. Joe Johnson 
815 Grant Blvd.  
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Betty McIntosh 
16621 Lisbon St. NE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mr. Don Shields 
851 S. Grant Blvd. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Sandy Russell 
42933 St. Rt. 39 
Wellsville, OH  43868 
 
Mrs. Amy McGrew 
4030 Whitacre Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Judy Hays-Hasch 
935 Lynnwood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 

Mrs. Dorothy Birney 
913 Grant Blvd. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Dolores McCully 
716 Lynnwood Dr. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Miss Linda Palmer 
411 1/2 Adelaide St. 
Minerva, OH  
44657 
 
 
 
 

Shhh!! It’s a Surprise!! 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

It’s a Card Shower!! 
 

Barbara Unkefer’s birthday 
is Wednesday, Sept. 2nd. 

 
Barbara’s address is: 
1179 Alliance Road 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
Let’s “shower” her with many cards & 

well wishes! 

Ralph Norman was a minister here at 

First Christian Church. He and his wife, 

Chris served  for several years.  They 

have since moved to Iowa and are minis-

tering at a Ralph’s home church.  Ralph 

has recently been diagnosed with pros-

tate cancer. Their address is: 107 Clinton 

Street, PO Box 176, Liscomb, IA  50148-

7700.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

RALPH NORMAN’S ADDRESS  



      If you have a healthy marriage you understand the value of good communication. Just today I 
was at lunch with a fellow youth pastor and my wife kept calling me. I didn’t answer because I 
was at lunch and didn’t want to be rude by answering the phone, but McKayla kept calling! After 
lunch was over, I promptly called her back to find out that I had forgotten to tell her I was going 
out to lunch. This was something small, but just running it by her meant a lot! As the old cliché 
goes, communication is key.  
 
     If you’ve ever had a healthy friendship you understand the value of good communication. 
Friends hang out. Friends do things together. Friends talk on the phone to each other about their 
problems for hours on end. Friends stick together. If I neglected to ever call my friends back or 
get together with them, our relationship would surely suffer! No communication means no 
growth. It really is that simple.  
 
     Our relationship with Jesus is no different than our relationship with our spouse and friends. If 
we neglect to “hang out” with Jesus, to read His Word daily, to pray to Him daily, our relationship 
with Him will surely suffer. When we “forget” to communicate with Him, to speak with Him 
through prayer, to update Him on the latest things happening in our lives, we shouldn’t be sur-
prised when He feels distant to us. He feels distant to us, because we are distant from Him, not 
the other way around… 
 
     As Christians, we have the ability to hear from God at any time of the day or night, and it’s 
not through some late, great technological advancement of mankind. It’s through a series of 
books that are thousands of years old, yet as relevant today as the moment they were written, 
yes, the Bible! So many people are off wondering what God’s will for their life is when they have-
n’t opened a Bible in six months… He’s waiting, He’s watching. He’s still loving.  
 
     A wise man once told me that I have to show Jesus that I love Him. That doesn’t mean the 
things I do are to earn my salvation, that’s done! Bought and paid for. What it does mean is that 
because of the salvation Jesus has already earned for me, I should be a physical and spiritual 
outpouring of thankfulness and love towards Christ because of all that He’s done for me! And 
how do I do that? By spending time with Him reading Scripture and praying.  
 
     How is your relationship with Jesus? Is it wooden? Impersonal? Formal? Is it an only on Sun-
day mornings kind of relationship? Or is it vibrant? Vivacious? Excited, and on fire? You tell your-
self. 
 
“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me.” 
Revelation 3:20 
 
     Maybe it’s time you’ve shown Jesus how much you truly love Him.  
 
In His Name, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 

COMMUNICATION 



 

We are printing up Prayer 
Guides,  which will have 30 
days of prayers for our 
church, with topics such as 
our pastoral search, our 
children’s ministries, etc.  
For each day’s topic, a 

sample prayer and applicable Bible verses are 
included.  
 
We want to be frugal with our resources, so we 
would like to give these to anyone who is will-
ing to make a commitment to pray through this 
for three months. (We realize that on any given 
day, things may come up, and that’s ok).  
 
There will be a sample and a sign-up sheet at 
the Welcome Center. We will print them up as 
folks request them. 

Did you know that MFCC Services are available 
Digitally on our website: Minervafcc.com?    
 
“Do not forsake meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.”    Hebrews 10:25 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

Offerings can now be made on-line on the 
Church Website: Minervafcc.com.  
 
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.”    Hebrews 13:16 

ON-LINE GIVING                        

PRAYER GUIDES  

BOY/CUB SCOUTS 

Minerva Cub Scout Pack 150 

Chartered by the Minerva First 

Christian Church will be hav-

ing a joining drive thru infor-

mation night on Thursday, 

September 10 at 6:00 - 7:00 

pm in the First Christian 

Church parking lot. We follow approved Covid-

19 Safety Procedures. This meeting is for Par-

ents or Guardians of Boys or Girls in K-5th 

grades. For more information call Cubmaster  

J.T. Speelman at 330-806-2752. Boys age 11-

17 interested in joining Scouts, BSA Boy Troop 

150 Chartered By the Minerva First Christian 

Church can call Scoutmaster Gary Thewes at 

330-807-5223 for more information.  Up com-

ing events Scout Annual Popcorn Sale Drive 

thru Fundraiser will be held at Kishman’s IGA 

Route 30 parking lot on Sat. Sept. 19th, Sat. 

Oct. 3rd, & Sat. Oct. 17th 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  

Scouting for Food - Food Collection for the Mi-

nerva Salvation Army Food Bank Bag Distribu-

tion on Weekend Sat.-Sun. Sept. 19-20th Food 

Pick-up Sat. Sept. 26th 10:00 am-4:00 pm. For 

General information about the Scouting Pro-

gram in Minerva call Charter Rep. Dan Toalston 

at 330-705-8585. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE ONLINE 

Sept. 2   - First Day of MACS K-6th grades 

Sept. 7   - Labor Day - office closed 

Sept. 8   - First Day of MACS Preschool  

Sept. 13 - 365 begins @ 10:15 am 

Sept. 14 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

Sept. 20 - Congregational Meeting 11:30 am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

MACS is excited to welcome back our students this month in person. Our new 
school year begins on September 2nd and we are excited to start to have students 
back in person in our classrooms. This school year will look a little different be-
cause of some of the guidelines that have been instituted by the state and local 
government. We have worked hard this summer to create a safe plan to deal with 
COVID-19, while still providing an environment where we can help our students 
grow in all aspects of their lives. Information about our COVID plan can be found 

on our website, www.minervafcc.com/parent-resources. We ask for your continued prayer and 
support for our ministry. Please pray for our teachers and staff as they face a year that will have 
unique challenges. Also, pray for the safety and comfort of our students as they return to school.  
 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose” - Romans 8:28 
 

Important Dates 
First Day of School K-6th Grade, September 2nd 

First Day of School Preschool, September 8th  
 

Chris Stoffer, Administrator 

365 BEGINNING AGAIN! 

 

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES 

Going to School has changed for many students 
this school year. Whether it is online at home, 
face-to-face in class, or a hybrid (some days in 
class, other days online), everything is different. 
A note of encouragement to our College Students 
would be a great reminder to them that they are 
being prayed for. Please let us know if we have 
missed anyone. 
 
Blake Archer 
25841 Quaker Church Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  
44625 
 
Kenzie Fountain 
‘Berg Box 277 
Heidelberg University 
44 Greenfeld Street 
Tiffin, OH  44883 
 
Carlee George 
Malone University 
Box 517 
2600 Cleveland Ave. NW 

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
365, Minerva FCC’s Children’s Church for K-6th 
grade will be picking back up on Sunday, Sep-
tember 13th, 2020! As of right now, there is 
still no Sunday School. 365 will begin at 10:15 
am, the same time as worship service. Because 
of COVID-19, 365 will look differently than it 
has in the past. We will be social distancing, 
hand sanitizer will be available, and face cover-
ings are encouraged for students to wear dur-
ing transitions. Volunteers will be wearing face 
coverings. Things will be different, no doubt, 
but at least we can be together again, worship-
ping Jesus! If you have any questions, please 
call or text Zach Long @ 330-417-4834.  God 
Bless! 

http://www.minervafcc.com/parent-resources


 

   Vehicle/Bus            
  Coffee Spot            
  Employee Medical            
  Missions           
  Deacons                        
  Landscaping                   
  Roof                        
  Parking Lot            
  A/C                      
  Audio/Visual            
  Kid’s Corner Renovation   
  HS/MS Trips  
  Building 
  YES Ministry   

JULY GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                     
Building Fund           
Mission Fund 
                                         
 

YTD as of 7/31/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        

Pat Beadnell       
Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Julie Hensen 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Joe Johnson 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ralph Norman 
Eric Prowe 
Gary & Martha Prowe 
Barbara Rowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Paul Saling 
Don Shields 
Midge Snyder 
Barbara Unkefer 
Janet Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value of 

the cards you purchase from the church office, while you still get 

your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift cards instead of 

cash, and help our school.  This is a great opportunity to make 

our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the church office to-

day to support MACS. 
 

Giant Eagle Advantage Card - Please go on-line and connect 

your card with MACS. Use the code #5573.  MACS receives a por-

tion of your purchase. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF JULY 30 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$18,732   
$17,170    

$18,732  
$0 

$1,230 

$2,216
$3,274
$7,000 
$9,710 
$3,530
$1,958 
$2,659
$7,175
$5,270
$5,599

$48,879        
$14,878       
-$9,964 

$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; 
Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; 
Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
 

Please let us know about 
M i l i t a r y  u p d a t e s /
corrections. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

  August 2           August 9           August 16         August 23 
       93            85                     97                    83      



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

MinervaFCC.com 
 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

August 27, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 SEPTEMBER SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 

Sept. 6 
 
 
 
Sept. 13 

 

 

 
 
Sept. 20 
 
 
 
Sept. 27 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27 

Communion 
Meditation Brian Stoffer Daniel Fahl John Long Mike Fountain 

 
Ushers 

 
Bob Palmer 

 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
 

Deaconesses 

 
 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Lisa George 

 
 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Lisa George 

 
 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Lisa George 

 
 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Lisa George 



   
         

      2020   

          SEPTEMBER   

      BIRTHDAYS   

      & ANNIVERSARIES   

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

2  Amy McGrew     18  Jerry Hasch 80  

  Barbara Unkefer      Jesse Reed   

           

4  Dave & Teresa Seibert 38   20  Bill Becknell   

              

6  Matt Hogue    22  John & Jill Long 30  

  Floyd Stryffeler       Floyd & Ginny Stryffeler 15  

              

7  Daniel Fahl     23  Nathan Brown   

          Donald Clapper    

9  Tanner Keaton          

       25  Todd & Cheryl Weirich 45  

10  Jackie Mathis            

       26  Lynette Shatzer   

11  Nate & Chelsea Oberly 10       John & Lisa George 38  

           

12  Desiree Stoffer    30  Dave Bush    

         Todd Hetherington   

15  Reggie Stoltzfus         

           

17  Kasie Hogue         

Milestones Milestones 


