
 

Minister Search Update 

The doors are still open at the Alliance Pregnancy Center. We are living in different times, but 
some things are still the same . . . 
 

 Women still need medical services-pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, medical 
testing/treatment . . .  

 
 Infants still need diapers, formula and baby food . . . 
 
 Women are still looking for abortion when faced with an unplanned preg-

nancy and need to know they have options . . . 
 
 The lost are still in need of a Savior and need someone to share the Gos-

pel . .  
 
In this time of uncertainty, God has been faithful to bless this ministry and show how He will 
continue to meet the needs. 
 
We will be participating in the Change for Life Campaign to help support the Alliance Preg-
nancy Center.  The baby bottles are available on the Mission table. Take a bottle and fill it 
with change and return it to the missions table or the office.  This helps make a difference in 
the lives of hundreds of unborn children and mothers. Collections and donations will be taken 
through the end of October.  
 

ALLIANCE PREGNANCY CENTER OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

2:00 - 4:00pm 
75 Glamorgan St., Suite 102 

Alliance, OH  44601 
Taste & See the Goodness of God 

Tour their new facility. Refreshments served. 
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Reflection Credits 

The Elder’s Reflection from the 
September Voice was from a book 
written by Jack Cottrell entitled 
“The Faith Once for All”. 

We hope to have a second virtual 
interview with a potential candidate 
in the near future and recently re-
ceived 3 more applications, but we 
have to review them as a team yet.  



 

 
More from Galatians… 

Brothers and Sisters: 
 
It has truly been a pleasure traveling through the book of Galatians with you all the past four 
months. The Lord has challenged us all in many ways as we seek to better understand the main 
gist of Paul’s letter: ‘Men and women are justified by faith alone!’ Therefore, there is an expecta-
tion placed upon us as Believers that we live lives in accordance to the declaration placed upon us 
by the supreme judge of the universe. We have been declared ‘righteous!’ Consequently, may we 
live lives by which we make every effort to show our divine standing before a watching world ex-
pressed through a sanctified life, and revealed through the bearing of good fruit. 
 
With utmost humility and graciousness, I want to thank all of you who have shown great love and 
encouragement to me and my family the past four months with edifying words and messages. 
The Lord has stretched us and challenged us in many ways. There have been times of great joy, 
and also times of great loneliness and perplexity. I have truly acquired a new found appreciation 
for men who preach full time. Either way, I have become all the more rooted, grounded, and con-
fident in The Gospel of Grace. The Lord has placed it on my heart to be like Timothy and Titus in 
that I stand firm on the truths of the Gospel of Grace without wavering in any way - which is ex-
actly what I intend to do with the rest of my life. 
 
Lord willing, I am looking forward to continuing the journey through Galatians with all of you, and 
would encourage you to prayerfully continue to dig even deeper into the message that Paul had 
for the churches in Galatia. Please know that I love you all very much and want nothing more 
than that all us would come to ‘know Christ and be found in Him!’ I leave you with a recent post 
from a mentor of mine in regards to more thoughts concerning the book of Galatians. Thank you 
so much, and grace to all of you and your families. Enjoy the following… 
 

Brian 
 

Gal. 1:10 
 
“For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still 
trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.” 
 
“A Christian spirit seeks to please and glorify God. The things which are well pleasing to God and 
Christ, and tend to the glory of Christ, are called the things of Jesus Christ in opposition to our 
own things…. Christianity requires that we should make God and Christ our main end. Christians, 
so far as they live like Christians, live so that for them to live is Christ. Christians are required to 
live so as to please God.”1 

 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians is provocative for its address of certain heresies and individuals that 
had already infiltrated and misled the church. This is provocative when we consider the early date 
for the letter. As John MacArthur points out, “Paul described his visit to the Jerusalem Council of 
Acts 15, so he must have written Galatians after that event. Since most scholars date the Jerusa-
lem Council about a.d. 49, the most likely date for Galatians is shortly thereafter.”2 What we glean 
from this is that the letter to the Galatians marks an early date for the Church’s perpetual problem  

ELDER’S REFLECTION 



 
More From Galatians, con’t. 
 
with men that seek to circumvent the truth with a plethora of messages and preaching practices 
that have sought to cripple the purity and power of the church over the past 21 centuries. 
 
Paul takes issue with an infantile faction of Judaizers, who had attempted to lead this budding 
body of believers back into a religion of bondage under the Law. We are often narrow in our 
thinking here when we assume that this meant Paul was preoccupied with their teaching of the 
Law as a means of salvation. Yet, he repeatedly reminds the saints, and acknowledges the work 
of the Holy Spirit in them. Paul states in Gal. 3:2-3, 
 
“This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?” 
 
In other words, it is not that they may fall from grace or lose their salvation, but that their walk in 
grace and the liberty of the truth will be disabled. The interesting point here is that these Judaiz-
ers were not teaching that the Law saved them, rather that they would only seek perfection 
through the implementation of the Law in their lives. It is this message that Paul had become 
concerned about. The reason for this is stated in the above cited verse. The issue is that they are 
teaching a message that caters to men rather than to God. 
 
Paul saw his time in Judaism as nothing more than attempts to please men. Legalism is a religion 
of the flesh and is nothing more than humanism. The error of modern Christianity is that they 
prop it up with the idea of lifestyle and promote it as Christianity whereas it is nothing more than 
humanism. Thus, the men-pleasers of our day have added an interesting twist to the message of 
the gospel in a parallel manner as those who plagued the Galatian Church. Paul’s message was 
an unadulterated gospel of grace through the finished work of Jesus Christ. Modern “pulpeteers” 
have become expert humanists who have learned how to drop a word here or there of the gospel 
in order to pacify the few in the audience that may indeed be true believers (while all along, they 
are lulling them to sleep), so that they massage the minds of the ignorant into believing they are 
okay with God, and all that is needed is to go out and ‘do life together.’ Such heresies are as 
damnable to the souls of men and women today as it was in the time of the church at Galatia. 
Paul’s gospel was as far from being concentrated on pleasing men, i.e., making them feel good 
about themselves and curbing their guilt, as Christ is to Belial. The tragedy of the church in Amer-
ica today is that it has become perfused with men-pleasers bottle feeding men pleased with 
themselves, an elixir of therapeutic humanism. If you walk out of service feeling good about your-
self, beware you may be intoxicated with a religion of humanism!  
 
[1] Edwards, J. (1989). Ethical Writings . (P. Ramsey & J. E. Smith, Eds.) (Vol. 8, p. 259). New Haven; London: 
Yale University Press. 

[2] MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2006). The MacArthur study Bible: New American Standard Bible. Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers . 

(From: “Dribbles From The Pen” by, Ray Druckenmiller) 



Several members of our congregation have lost loved ones over the past several weeks. 
We extend our sympathy and prayers . . .   
      
     to Kenny and Lucinda Hoopes with the passing of Pat Beadnell. Pat was Kenny’s mother
-in-law and Lucinda’s grandmother. Private services have been held. 
 
     to Jerry and Judy Hasch with the passing of Jerry’s sister, Peg Jacoby. Her services 
were also private. 
 
     to Tim and Trish Bush and their family with the passing of Trish’s father, J.L Rhine-
hardt. Mr. Rhinehardt passed away on Sept. 6. A private family service took place in Ten-
nessee. 
 
     to Janet Johnson and her family with the passing of her husband, Joe. Joe passed away 
on Sept. 10. His services were Friday, Sept. 18 @ First Christian.  Joe was an Elder here at 
First Christian for over 40 years. We thank God for Joe’s service to the Church and to our 
Lord. 
 
     to Connie Brewer and her family with the passing of her mother, Judy Carson. Mrs. Car-
son passed away on Wed., Sept. 16.  Her services were held on Monday, Sept. 21.   
 
Thank you . . . for the “special prayers”. They are coming for therapy from Woodlawn 
with various help each day. Sometimes 3 times a day for 4 weeks. Doctor has postponed 
surgery because of other complications with heart.  Sincerely For Christ, Betty Frantum 
 
     How do I thank every one for the love, prayers, food, cards, checks, phone calls? Also 
the Elders for taking over for me - the sound crew, video, songs, people giving tribute to 
Joe — It was so beautiful to have Joe a last time in the church with so many caring people 
— Thanks.  Also to Sherri for all she has done for me. Thanks again to all who brought 
food and desserts for funeral and help making sure afterwards we had food to take home. 
And the crew who helped serve, making sure tables were ready, doing dishes! It meant a 
lot.  Love and Blessings, Janet, Joe David, Michelle, Diana, Danielle and Grand-kids 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

 

 



      I’ve recently been reading through the Gospels, and I’ve been reminded ever so often through 
the words of Jesus that being a Christian is hard. Yes, there is Grace for each day and we can al-
ways be forgiven because of the Cross, (oh praise the Lord for the Cross! Where would we be 
without it?) but Jesus asks a lot from His followers. And when I say, “a lot”, I mean everything.  
 
     Over and over again, Jesus makes it clear what is most important: Him. Luke 11:23: 
“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.” How of-
ten today do people like to sit on the fence? Agreeing with what Jesus says on the “easy stuff”, 
the stuff they like to hear, but disagreeing on what makes them uncomfortable? There is no mid-
dle ground in Jesus’ eyes.  
 
     Luke 11:28: “But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”” 
The world is constantly screaming the message, “Blessed are those who put themselves first! 
Blessed are those who follow their dreams! Blessed are those who live it up! You only live once!” 
Jesus’ message is radically different than what we hear each day. It’s simple: hear the Word, live 
the Word, but it’s not so easy to find today… 
      
     Luke 11:32: “The men of Ninevah will rise up at the judgment with this generation and con-
demn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah 
is here.”  Those who refused to repent when Jesus walked among them will be condemned by 
those who repented when Jonah preached to them! I think it’s very similar today. We have the 
complete Bible, all of Scripture, yet our generation largely rejects it. We have numerous evidenc-
es that Jesus is the Truth, yet so many scoff at it. Someday, it’ll be too late. Jesus also says this 
in Luke 13:25-27: “When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you 
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer 
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your 
presence, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you 
come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’” Sobering. Bone-chilling. Frightening. The 
last word I ever want to hear Jesus say to me is “depart”.  
 
     But, it’s easy for us to sit here and read those hard sayings of Jesus, thank God we’re saved, 
and then move on. The verses above, and so many others from Christ, should make us do two 
things. 1. Be sure that we are ready for our own death and the return of Jesus. These verses 
should always make us examine ourselves and whether or not we’re right with the Lord. 1 Corin-
thians 10:12: “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”. 2. Are we 
being Jesus to others? The Bible is also clear that God desires all to be saved, but how are we 
living out God’s desire for that? Are we telling others about Jesus? How can we spread His love to 
prevent others from hearing that word, “depart”, as well? Jesus says some difficult things for us 
to hear, but that doesn’t mean we don’t need to hear them.  
 
Thanks and God Bless, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
Together – We Build 
 

Difficult Sayings from the Savior 



 

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
 

365, Minerva FCC’s Children’s Church for 

K-6th grade is meeting again! 365 will 

begin at 10:15 am, the same time as 

worship service. Because of COVID-19, 

365 will look differently than it has in 

the past. We will be social distancing, 

hand sanitizer will be available, and face 

coverings are encouraged for students 

to wear during transitions. Volunteers 

will be wearing face coverings. Things 

will be different, no doubt, but at least 

we can be together again, worshipping 

Jesus! If you have any questions, please 

call or text Zach Long @ 330-417-4834.  

God Bless! 

Our Sunday School Classes were to have begun meeting, but due to Stark County going 
red on the Governors COVID advisory level this date has been postponed. Our teachers/
leaders are: 
 
Nursery        Lisa George                High School       John Long 
Wee Worship      Abby Fahl                Followers    Brian Stoffer 
K - 1st         Matt Zahn                Seekers            Sandy Doppelheuer 
2nd - 3rd Grades    McKayla Long                Challengers       Dave Bush 
4th - 5th Grades    Sarah Stoffer                Good News       Tim Bush 
Middle School      Ashley Zahn                 4 Sq. Blessings  John Russell, Daniel Fahl 

 
We are in need of helpers for the Nursery and Wee Worship, and substitutes for ele-
mentary through high school. 

365 

Sunday School Re-opening 

 

Sunday 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Middle & High School 
Food, games, lessons,  
fellowship & FUN!!! 

Contact Zach for more information 



 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, October 2 
12:00 - 6:00 pm 

You must make an  
appointment. 

 

 
DEACON’S PANTRY 

Each month our Deacon’s 
Pantry distributes food and 
paper products to 30 - 35 
families.  If you are able to 
pick up a few non-
perishable items to  donate 
it would be greatly appreciated.  Our 
next distribution is scheduled for Thurs-
day, Oct. 15 @ 11 am. Questions, see 
Jay Harsh. 

Greetings to our MFCC family. We pray that this 
finds you well and continuing to be strong in the 
Lord.  
 

Life in Mexico continues to be basically the same 
as the past six months. Most of the country is 
now in the orange stage f the health risk stop 
light. As we are still not allowed to have in-person 
church services we continue to have services 
through Facebook. If you want to check us out - 
Comunidad Cristiana Mosaico. Schools classes are 
on the TV or internet with the teachers in contact 
with their groups through Whatsapp. 
 

Luis continues to have the Bible study on the lo-
cal radio statin on Sunday mornings. He also con-
tinues to preach on the 4th Sunday of the month 
for Mosaico and has the prayer/offering/
communion part another Sunday of the month. 
Chere has learned to tape and do live presenta-
tions. 
 

Mosaico has decided to move out of the 2nd floor 
or a building that we have been renting and store 
our things in the garage of one of  our members. 
We have been helping to coordinate this move 
which will be on September 26th. We hope that 
by January 2021 restrictions will be lifted and we 
can resume having services so pray that we can 
find another place to rent by then. 
 

We have been working with 2 widows in our vil-
lage. Rocio has 3 small children and at this time 
lives with her in-laws which is not the best situa-
tion. Gude’s husband died of cancer in June and 
she has not been treated well by his adult chil-
dren. Their mother died at least 10 years ago. 
Please pray that through us they can see God’s 
love that can heal their broken hearts. Also keep 
those families in our village who have lost loved 
ones to Covid - about 20 so far. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support us and the 
work here that is different this year but continu-
ing.  
 
In Christ, 
Luis and Chere Torres 

DO YOU HAVE OLD EYEGLASSES LYING 
AROUND? 

OCTOBER CALENDAR TORRES UPDATE 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

Oct. 2 -  American Red Cross Blood 
 Drive 12-6 pm 
Oct. 8 -   Trustee’s Meeting 6:30 pm 

Oct. 12 - Office Closed 

Oct. 12 - General Board Meeting 7:30 

We are collecting old eyeglass-
es to donate to “Cross Eyed 
Mission”. This is a mission 

founded by Dr. Brady Kail of Waynesburg 
Vision. He takes groups on mission trips 
where they do eye exams and fit people 
with a pair of donated glasses that clos-
est meets their needs. There is a box on 
the mission table to place any glasses. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Betty Frantum 
8228 Andora Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  
44625 
 
Mrs. Betty McIntosh 
16621 Lisbon St. NE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Sandy Russell 
42933 St. Rt. 39 
Wellsville, OH  43868 
 
Mrs. Kate Hart  
220 Edgewood 
Minerva, OH  44657  
 
Mr. Ralph Norman 
107 Clinton Street  
PO Box 176 
Liscomb, IA  50148 
 

As we have re-opened for Church Services, many 
do not feel comfortable attending in person, we 
fully understand and want to support you in any 
way we can. We also want to remind you that as 
the church continues to be the church in service, 
in prayer, - seeking to grow as disciples of Christ, 
we still have bills, salaries, and other obligations 
that require payment. Therefore, we ask each of 
us to continue demonstrating the generosity that 
we have become known for - in tithes, special of-
ferings, and so on. We offer online giving as well 
as mail-in giving received each week if you are 
unable to attend in person services.   
 

Treasurer’s Note* In the last three months 
(June, July, August), after factoring out funds re-
ceived from the Payroll Protection Program, we 
have overspent General Fund giving an   average 
of $5,082.26 a month. At this rate of giving and 
spending the General Fund will be depleted by 
March 1, 2021.  Offerings can now be made on-
line on the Church Website: Minervafcc.com.  

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
 

 
MACS has had a strong start to our school year. We are excited to be back in our 
classrooms and teaching our students about the love of Christ. Our students and 
staff  have done a wonderful job of adjusting to the new guidelines and we are 
getting used to the changes. We have been blessed to have healthy students and 
have not faced any COVID related illnesses. Our hope is to create as normal an 
environment as possible for our students through this school year.  

 

MACS is asking for donations of snacks for our preschool program if you are able. We do request 
that all donations be individually packaged per Ohio guidelines. Also, if you would like to donate to 
us monetarily, you are able to do this by visiting our website, https://donorbox.org/macs-fund. 
Thank you for your continued support of MACS. We are thankful that we have your support so we 
can impact so many young lives in our community. 
 

"I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Philippians 
3:14 

Important Dates:  Picture Day September 29th 

Did you know that MFCC Services are available 
Digitally on our website: Minervafcc.com?    

Cards of Encouragement FINANCIALS       

SERVICES AVAILABLE ONLINE  

https://donorbox.org/macs-fund


 

   Vehicle/Bus            
  Coffee Spot            
  Employee Medical            
  Missions           
  Deacons                        
  Landscaping                   
  Roof                        
  Parking Lot            
  A/C                      
  Audio/Visual            
  Kid’s Corner Renovation   
  HS/MS Trips  
  Building 
  YES Ministry   

AUGUST GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                         
 

YTD as of 8/31/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ralph Norman 
Eric Prowe 
Gary & Martha Prowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Don Shields 
Barbara Unkefer 
Janet Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the 

face value of the cards you purchase from the church 

office, while you still get your full amount to spend on 

groceries.  Use gift cards instead of cash, and help 

our school.  This is a great opportunity to make our 

funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the church of-

fice today to support MACS. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF AUGUST 31 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$43,087   
$43,850 

$24,552  
$0 

$8,662 

$2,216
$3,274
$7,000 
$8,662 
$3,165
$1,958 

$20,368
$7,335
$5,420
$5,599
$48,91        

$14,898       
-$9,615 

$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; 
Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; 
Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 

Please let us know about Mili-
tary up-

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

  Sept. 6         Sept. 13         Sept. 20           Sept. 27 
     87                 80                 85                    81    

 



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

September 30, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 OCTOBER SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 

October 4 
 
 
 
October 11 

 

 

 
 
October 18 
 
 
 
October 25 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 
 

Brian Stoffer 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 October 4 October 11 October 18 October 25 

Communion 
Meditation Daniel Fahl Bruce Doppelheuer Brian Stoffer Daniel Fahl 

 
Ushers 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
Kenny Unkefer 

 
Bob Palmer 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
 

Deaconesses 

 
 

Kasie Hogue 
Linda Sahli 

 
 

Kasie Hogue 
Linda Sahli 

 
 

Kasie Hogue 
Linda Sahli 

 
 

Kasie Hogue 
Linda Sahli 



   
        

         OCTOBER  

      2020  

      BIRTHDAYS  

      & ANNIVERSARIES  

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

1  John George     15  Sue Barr   

  Lillie Stoltzfus          

       17  Barb Edwards   

2  Linda Palmer       Bill Myers   

            

3  Bill & Melody Fisher 28    18  Flora Bergman   

         Jennifer Jackson  

4  John & Cindy Pilati 14        

       22  Danielle Weiss   

7  Connie Brewer          

  Terri Bush     23  Mason Stoltzfus   

  Lilly Geary          

       27  Joan Henninger   

10  Jay Harsh            

       29  Arla Seck   

11  Luis Torres           

       31  McKayla Long   

12  Kathryn Clapper       Chip Syme   

  Bruce Doppelheuer          

  Nancy Marquis            

  Kurtis McGrew            

Milestones Milestones 


