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CANDELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE  

SERVICE 

Thursday, December 24
th 

6:00 pm 

Let us celebrate the birth  

of our Savior. 



 

 
     Hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving! Well 2020 is almost over and for most of us 
we will be happy to see it go! However for some this was a hard, but a rememberable 
year for them.  I know that there were weddings, baby births, special birthdays, anniver-
saries, graduations, new job opportunities, baptisms, and other special celebrations that 
took place in 2020. I know for me when going through unique challenges in our life can 
make these obstacles more rememberable in the years to come. 
This reminds me of the life of Joseph & Mary with all the challenges they went through in 
the birth of Jesus.  
 

     Luke 1: 34-38 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The 
angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Eliza-

beth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be una-
ble to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”38 “I am the 
Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her. 
 

     Matthew 1: 20-25 An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).24 When Jo-
seph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a 
son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 

     Mary & Joseph did not have to deal with covid, but I believe this unique pregnancy 
caused them to isolate themselves a lot. But notice when God called both of them into 
service, they did not hesitate and did what God asked of them! They were willing to take a 
new direction as God directed them with faith and confidence. 
 

     I think this year each one of us may have faced times in which the Lord’s plan for our 
lives may have been tested. However, today we cannot expect God to reveal His specific 
will to us in a dream or by the angel Gabriel. Hebrews 1: 1-2 In the past God spoke to 
our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom also he made the universe. We have to make our decisions based on faith and our 
knowledge/expectations of the scriptures.  
 

     The one thing we can rely on is God’s ability to move us in the right direction. Though 
we may have to change our direction, but we can take refuge that if we trust in God to 
lead the way, He will guide us through. And those times strengthens our faith and give us 
memories we will never forget! 
      
     Merry Christmas Church!  

ELDER’S REFLECTION 



 

 

 

The elders wanted to say THANK YOU to all those who have heard God’s call to help with 
the financial needs of the First Christian Church of Minerva! Your response has been 
GREAT, and if you are still in prayer regarding what God is calling you to do, we will be 
praying for you also! 
 

Regarding the minister search, we had a prospective candidate here on November 13th & 
14th, but sorry to say they have declined the opportunity. The search still goes on, so 
please continue to pray.        The Elders 
 

God is good!  And His people are generous! The first Sunday of November, after the Elders 
had made known the church’s financial need, we had several people give one-time gifts of 
several thousand dollars. Praise God! And since then, there have been several who have 
increased their weekly gifts. We thank God for each of those families, and also for those 
who continue in their regular faithful giving. We are not out of the woods yet, but we are 
confident that God will supply what we need in order to do the work He has called us to! 

 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS! 

CHURCH UP-DATES 

We have some ladies celebrating very special birthdays this month!!  
Let’s shower them with cards to help them celebrate. 

 
Dec. 20th     Kate Hart will be 99!    
220 Edgewood, Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Dec. 21st   Maxine Cope will be 98!   
11811 Mechanicstown Rd., Kensington, OH  44427                                                  
 
Dec. 27th   Ruth Weaver will be 100!!   
c/o Copeland Oaks, 800 South 15th St., Sebring, OH  44672 
  

 

We extend our sympathy to  . . . Brian & Carissa Harrell with the passing of his mother, Lois 
Harrell. Mrs. Harrell passed away on Nov. 4th.  As per her request, no services were held. 
  
. . . to Betty Hoopes and her family with the passing of her brother, Robert Hadden.  His services 
were in North Carolina.   
 

. . . to the friends and family of Janet Unkefer. Janet passed away Saturday, Nov. 14th. As per 
her request, no services were held. 
 
Blessed be God…who comforteth us in all our tribulation. II Corinthians 1:3, 4 KJV  



 

     In recent weeks you may have seen on the news or on social media 
that the rights to the classic short Christmas film, A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas, were bought by Apple and would exclusively stream on AppleTV+ 
this year, instead of on national television like the previous 54 years! Peo-
ple were so upset about this that Apple was petitioned. So much support 
was gained that Apple will now allow PBS to air the beloved Peanuts clas-
sic on national television on December 13th. Thank the Lord! We couldn’t 
deal with one more tragedy in 2020! We need the message of A Charlie 
Brown Christmas now maybe more than ever… 

     The classic show actually brings to attention some pressing questions. What is Christmas all about, an-
yway? A question most Christians will be able to answer, but one that is lost in our world, and a lot of 
times our churches today nonetheless. We know it’s about Jesus, but do we live it? A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas also brings another question to us, what is our focus during Christmastime? And honestly, what is our 
focus all of the time? It’s clear as you watch the short film that each main character has a focus at Christ-
mastime.  
     First of all, Charlie Brown doesn’t know what to think. He is confused as to what Christmas is about, 
and why it is that he’s depressed around Christmastime. Quickly, other characters have their own theories. 
Lucy is focused on money, performances, and getting what she wants for Christmas (real estate, not some 
worthless doll). Snoopy is focused on winning the decorating contest, and the money that comes with it… 
Sally continues the theme of the others when she asks Santa for money and lots of presents. The piano 
player, Schroeder, thinks it’s all about the music. And finally, Charlie Brown thinks that maybe if he gets a 
good Christmas tree, things will be OK. But clearly, he is upset to find out that no one likes the tree he 
and Linus brings back, and he finally shouts out with great frustration, “Isn’t there anyone who can tell me 
what Christmas is all about?”  
     Then Linus replies without missing a beat, “Sure Charlie Brown, I can tell you what Christmas is all 
about.” Then the famous lines that make A Charlie Brown Christmas the best Christmas film of them all. 
Linus quotes directly from Luke 2. And an important part that I love to point out is that when Linus gets to 
the part in Luke where the angels says to the shepherds, “Fear not…”, Linus drops his blanket. If you 
know anything about Linus you know he ALWAYS carries his blanket. It’s his security, his constant com-
fort. But he is able to drop it when he knows that Jesus has been born in Bethlehem. Linus brings it home. 
His focus the whole time has been on Jesus, what Christmas is really all about.  
     We as Christians know Christmas is about Jesus, I mean it’s in the name isn’t it? But we so often get 
caught up in everything else, especially this year. It will be really easy to focus on COVID-19. Really easy 
to focus on the election results. Really easy to worry about where you’re going to get the money to buy all 
those Christmas gifts... or have enough money to make ends meet... But when you start to focus on your 
problems, heed the words Linus quotes from in Luke 2:10-11: And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” A simple passage that means everything. That little baby boy, who 
was God Himself lying in a manger, grew up to be a man, and died a criminal’s death for us. No matter 
what is happening in our world, our homes, our hearts, that is hope for eternity. Rest this Christmas sea-
son knowing that Jesus’s birth is the hope for mankind, “That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie 
Brown!” 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
Together – We Build  

What’s Your Christmas Focus? 



 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, December 4 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 
You must make an appointment. 

 
DEACON’S PANTRY 

Each month our Deacon’s Pantry 
distributes food and some paper 
products to 30 - 35 families.  If you 
are able to pick up a few non-
perishable items to  donate it would be greatly 
appreciated.  During the month of December we 
do not have our regular distribution as we work 
with the Salvation Army and do Christmas Bas-
kets. We will be meeting on Saturday, Decem-
ber 19th @ 9 am to distribute baskets, if you are 
able to help. Questions, see Jay Harsh. 

Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm 

Multi-purpose room  
“Experiencing Contagious Joy” 

All Ladies are welcome to  
join us!! 

Questions, please contact Trish 
Bush or Sandy Doppelheuer 

HOME DEPARTMENT CHRISTMAS BAG DELIVERY 

     As we have gone through the past months of dealing with the Covid Pandemic. We have had 
many of our shut-ins become even more isolated and alone. Each committee of the Home Depart-
ment has attempted to continue reaching out each month to these brothers and sisters in Christ 
and to let them know they are loved and thought about. 
 

     For the month of December, the committee has decided to compile a bag for each of these, to 
wish them happiness during the holidays and to hope they have a very Merry Christmas. The bags 
will be in the lobby of Sunday, December 6. If any of these folks are relatives or friends of yours 
and you would like to take their gift bag to the, please feel free to do so. We do ask that you sign 
your name beside the name of the person whose bag you took. The remainder of the bags will be 
delivered during the week of December 7 - December 11. We will be following health guidelines 
while delivering the bags, but these fellow Christians will know that we are thinking about them 
and sending our love and the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

     Should you choose to take a bag, there are the guidelines we ask you to follow: 
 

     1.  Call the person before delivering the bag, to let them know you are coming 
          and to learn where they would like you to deliver the bag. 
 

     2.  Gloves are provided with each bag. There are for your protection as well as 
          the protection of the person receiving the bag. 
 

     3.  Leave the bag, with no physical contact with the recipient. A smile, wave and 
          kind word will leave a message of caring. 
 

Thank you, Linda Sahli, Julie Brown & Trish Bush 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

We are collecting old eyeglasses to 
donate to “Cross Eyed Mission”. This is 
a mission founded by Dr. Brady Kail of 

Waynesburg Vision. He takes groups on mission trips 
where they do eye exams and fit people with a pair 
of donated glasses that closest meets their needs. 
There is a box on the mission table to place any 
glasses. 

DO YOU HAVE OLD EYEGLASSES LYING 
AROUND? 



 

Please have all reports for the       
December General Board Meeting to 
the office by Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9th. 

DECEMBER CALENDAR 

Dec. 4 -  Red Cross Blood Drive 12-6 pm 

Dec. 9 -  All Board Reports due to the office 

Dec. 10 - Trustee’s Meeting 6:30 pm 

Dec. 14 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 3 - MACS No School 

Dec. 23 - Jan. 3 - Office Closed 

GENERAL BOARD REPORTS 

TORRES UPDATE 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Praising God for the continuing opportunity 
to serve Him as your missionaries here in 
Mexico. Things here are about the same 
with Covid. We are still having services 
online only. Thank God that Chere only had 
a mild case of Covid in Oct./Nov.. She has 
been released by the doctor but continues 
to do breathing  exercises. We ask that you 
pray for us as we reach out to the people 
in the   area to offer help to meet needs, 
prayers and grief & health counseling. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Luis & Chere Torres 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

December is a special time of year for all children as we celebrate the birth of our savior. We are 
looking forward to a wonderful Christmas season this year at MACS. Although our plans will be 
modified this year, we look forward to Christmas programs and parties. Our students are memo-
rizing their songs to prepare to perform for friends and families both in-person and virtually. 
 

MACS is kicking off the month of December by participating in Giving Tuesday.  Giving Tuesday is a world-
wide event in which individuals donate to charities and nonprofits to celebrate the season of giving If you 
would like to donate to MACS for this event, please visit our website, https://www.minervafcc.com/giving-
tuesday.  
 

The staff at MACS wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to a new year! Thank you 
for your continued support of MACS, especially during this unusual situation with the Coronavirus. Your 
prayers have been felt by our students and staff and we have been truly blessed through this pandemic. We 
pray to God that we continue to have health and safety so we can continue to lead young people into a bet-
ter understanding of Jesus Christ.  
 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 NIV 

 

Important Dates 
Giving Tuesday, December 1st 

Christmas Break, December 21st through January 3rd 
 

https://www.minervafcc.com/giving-tuesday
https://www.minervafcc.com/giving-tuesday


 

OCTOBER GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                       
 
YTD as of 10/31/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Carissa Harrell 
Judy Hays-Hasch 

Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Dolores McCully 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ralph Norman 
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Kathy Schmucker 
Don Shields 
Barbara Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 
 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value 

of the cards you purchase from the church office, while you 

still get your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift cards 

instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great oppor-

tunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the 

church office today to support MACS. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF OCT. 31 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$82,232   
$99,189 

$18,803  
$0 

$1,630 

$2,216 
$3,296 
$7,000 
$7,771 
$2,255 
$1,983 

$20,398
$7,335 
$5,695 
$5,440

$51,471        
$14,898        
-$9,145 

$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; 
Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; 
Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
Please let us know about 
M i l i t a r y  u p d a t e s /
corrections. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

 Nov. 1      Nov. 8      Nov. 15      Nov. 22      Nov. 29       
    83           101            86             83               

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

November 25, 2020 

2020 Preaching Theme 
“2020… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 DECEMBER SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 

December 6 
 
 
December 13 
 
 
December 20 
 
 
December 24 
 
 
December 27 
 

Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Doug Modlin 

Preaching 
 

Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27 

Communion 
Meditation 

    

 
Ushers 

 
Bob Palmer 

 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
Kenny Unkefer 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
 

 
 

Deaconesses 

 
Ashley Zahn 

Sandi Unkefer 

 
Ashley Zahn 

Sandi Unkefer 

 
Ashley Zahn 

Sandi Unkefer 

 
Ashley Zahn 

Sandi Unkefer 



Milestones Milestones 

 
         

     DECEMBER  

     2020  

     BIRTHDAYS  

     & ANNIVERSARIES  

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
1  Jim Grunder   17  Julie Brown  

       William & Sally Shaw  

2  Shawn Dennis       

     20  Kathryn Hart 99 

3  Carlee George        

  Jacob George   21  Maxine Cope                                                     98 

  Kaleb George     Boyd & Mary Ann Dowell 48 

  Brenda Griffin        

  Daniel Hoffmeyer   22  Alex Lowery  

           

5  Nate Oberly   23  Ed & Sue Barr 42 

            

6  Mary Ann Dowell   25  Happy Birthday, Jesus!   

  Sandi Unkefer        

  Joann Vandegrift   27  Ruth Weaver 100 

            

7  Ed Barr   28  Gary Schotts   

             

8  Sharon Lewis   29  Charlotte Russell   

             

9  Zach & McKayla Long 3  31  Allie Swank   

         

11  Isaiah Fahl       

          

16  Matt Jones        

         

           

            

            

            

             


