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NEW YEAR PRAYER 
 

Thank You Lord for giving me 

The brand new year ahead. 

Help me live the way I should 

As each new day I tread. 

Give me gentle wisdom 

That I might help a friend. 

Give me strength and courage, 

So a shoulder I might lend 

The year ahead is empty, 

Help me fill it with good things 

Each new day filled with joy 

And happiness to bring. 

Amen 

(Author unknown) 



 

      Whew! What a year 2020 proved to be! No doubt, by now, we all know of someone who has 

been infected by COVID-19. For many, including us, the pain of death has become a reality as a 

result of the invisible enemy. Even so, God is good. His faithfulness endures unending, and He 

has not forsaken His Beloved.  
 

     One of the silver-lining-results from the pandemic is the fact that it has brought people to 

their knees. The unshakable reality has been manifested in undeniable ways. When it comes to 

life and death matters, both physical and spiritual, we have no choice. What God determines shall 

come to pass. That which He has spoken will be unhindered. Consequently, I’ve begun to recog-

nize that many people are suddenly open to the true truth of The Father’s sovereign grace. The 

immeasurable gift of grace found in the life, ministry, death, resurrection, and intercessory work 

of Jesus Christ for those who believe by faith are now permitted in circles of conversation, espe-

cially with those who are now suffering. The sanctifying presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit in 

the lives of the Saints has been unmuted, and people want to know the truth. In other words, the 

church has been graciously presented with an incredible gift and opulent opportunity to share the 

truth of the gospel of grace. “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the 

harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are ripe for har-

vest.” (John 4:35, NASB) Responding to the words of Jesus, I say, “Here am I, send me!”  
 

     And isn’t this the way of God? In the midst of chaos, He brings order. When darkness billows 

upon the world, He disperses the clouds with light. Make no mistake about it, the great, magnifi-

cent, and eternal God takes great pleasure as He fulfills His promise to redeem His fallen creation. 

Let us remember the overflowing measure of His lovingkindness that rather than leaving us to de-

struction on planet earth, He has graciously chosen to save His people. (please read Psalm 8) In-

deed, salvation is so glorious and magnificent it is performed as a trinitarian pursuit engaging all 

members of the Godhead in order to grant us grace and peace in the fullest measure. As Peter 

understood it, we are “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctify-

ing work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.” (1 Peter 1:2, NASB) 

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined 

to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 

brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called, and these who He called , He also jus-

tified, and these whom He justified, He also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If 

God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8:28-31, NASB) To this I say, “Amen, and amen.” It’s 

no wonder David exhorted, “Salvation belongs to the Lord; Your blessing be upon Your peo-

ple.” (Psalm 3:8, NASB)  
 

     What a treasure! It’s equally no wonder Peter left the following commendation to the church 

in his second letter immediately prior to his death, and I pose the same to you, my reader. Listen 

with urgency to the pastor’s heart of Peter. “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 

certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, (see vv. 1-9) 

you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.” (2 Peter 1:10-11, NASB) Wow! What a final 

commendation by a man who understood the grace of Jesus Christ more so than most.     (con’t.) 

“THAT EYES WOULD BE OPENED!”  



      2021 is going to be a great year - COVID, or no COVID, it doesn’t matter! I invite you to join 

me in prayer and set as a vision for MFCC the following statement for the new year: “That eyes 

would be opened!” This will be the vision by which the Stoffer family enters into 2021, and is the 

vision that will drive all that we do as we obediently respond to His calling. It is a statement that 

directs our thoughts away from ourselves, but places our thoughts on others. It is a statement 

that adheres to the Royal Law of Jesus Christ to “Love God, and love others.” It re-focuses our 

efforts by following in the footsteps of Jesus to “seek and save those who are lost - to bring sight 

to the blind.” The statement comes from a study I was recently engaged with from John 9. I high-

ly recommend that you read the chapter focusing on Jesus’ grace, authority, and love for the blind 

man, as well as His interaction with the religious leaders. Furthermore, pay close attention  to the 

statements of the blind man. In the story, Jesus lovingly and graciously chooses to heal a blind 

man bringing him to a saving belief through faith in the true identity of Jesus Christ. It is a physi-

cal picture of what Jesus desires to do spiritually in the lives of men and women. As Jesus told His 

disciples who questioned why the man was born blind, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor 

his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the 

works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work. While I am 

in the world, I am the Light of the world.” (John 9:3-4, NASB)  
 

     If you would come alongside me, I pray ‘that eyes would be opened’ in 2021. From church 

leaders across the nation blinded by tradition and man-made inventions to the person down the 

road who has yet to confess the name of Jesus, let us pray ‘that eyes would be opened’ to the 

truth of God’s sovereign grace bringing revival and many to confess Jesus as Lord. I believe 

America is ripe for a great awakening, and as long as it is day, I fully intend to preach the true 

gospel of grace praying that The Spirit would move in a powerful way by opening eyes to the true 

truth of God’s grace. That people would recognize their fallen-ness, sinfulness, and inability to 

save themselves in any way. That through the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, He would 

open the eyes of people to their hopeless state, being left to their own efforts, whereby they cry 

out like the tax collector in Luke 18 “beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sin-

ner!’” (Luke 18:13b, NASB) I pray that throughout 2021, we would hear from so many people the 

same words spoken by the blind man when questioned by the religious leaders concerning Jesus’ 

sovereign grace in giving him sight. “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.” (John 9:25, NASB) Amen and amen! What a great statement 

of faith spoken by a man who understood the riches of His grace. Oh, Father, in Your grace, by 

the power of Your Spirit, and in the name of Your Son, I pray now ‘that eyes would be opened’ in 

2021. Amen!  
 

     As for the Stoffer family, we are clinging to the words of Isaiah 43. We ask that you please 

keep us in prayer. We continue to heal and recover from having to leave MFCC. A mentor and fel-

low pastor of ours who has helped council and lead us through this peculiar time  in our lives in-

formed us that the suggestion one must leave a church arouses emotions in a person that can be 

likened to an unwanted divorce. In other words, it’s painful, confusing, and leads to many sleep-

less nights. Even so, the Lord is good, and we know we as a family have been refined and 

strengthened as we move forward. (please see Romans 5:1-5 and James 1:2-4) At the same time, 

we are excited that The Lord has graciously and already begun to open new doors for us in minis-

try. For the months of January and February, the Lord has seen fit to place before us another pul-

pit in New Harrisburg to proclaim the true truth of God’s grace.  We are  so thankful and humbled 

(con’t.) 



 for His faithfulness. After this,  with  the  efforts of other  dear friends,  and another  student  from  

The Master’s, we will obediently continue to pursue a calling to respond to both spiritual and practi-

cal ministry needs in the area by taking steps to plant a new Bible-based church. One of the main 

objectives is to respond to the needs of the Spanish-speaking community. In and around Carroll 

County, the Spanish-speaking community has continued to grow for quite a few years now. Howev-

er, as far as we can tell, there is no ministry taking place in their language. A fellow student from 

The Master’s spent three years of successful ministry in southern Chile planting churches and bap-

tizing many into Christ. We’ve decided to partner together in ministry to both preach the true gos-

pel of grace in the area, and answer the call to minister to our Spanish-speaking neighbors so they 

can hear the gospel. After all, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing the word of Christ,” (Romans 

10:17, NASB) in any language. As I recently read from Professor Jobes, “‘The Faith’ refers to that 

understanding of humanity’s relationship to God as imparted by the ministry, death, and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ, which was ‘once for all entrusted’ to the apostles. In other words, the orthodox 

gospel of Christ is for all people and all places and all times.” Amen, Professor Jobes! Let us re-

member this for the new year, and come together united under the same desire - ‘that eyes would 

be opened’ in 2021. Please keep these things in prayer, as we also pray for you.  
 

     We dearly love you all and are grateful for the years spent serving our Lord with you! We cher-

ish the memories, the relationships, and trust that the Lord will use it all to bring glory to Him and 

Him alone.  
 

     “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 

His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 

glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen!” (Jude 24-25, 

NASB)  
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Because my dad, Kenny Hoopes is so special to 
me and because he is the wonderful man that 
he is I’ve decided to throw him a card shower 
for the 70th birthday!! He will be 70 this January 
12th and I would love for family and friends to 
shower him with cards this year and show him 
some much needed love!! This guy is the most 
unselfish, kind, caring, loving guy I know that 
goes above and beyond for anyone and every-
one and I think he of all people deserves it! He 
never would let me throw him a 60th birthday 
party so with that being said, the least I can do 
is ask that we can take the time and send him a 
card to celebrate. His address is 931 Lynnwood 
Dr., Minerva, OH  44657. Thanks for thinking of 
my awesome father on his special day! He’s all I 
have left and I want to make his day one to re-
member. Please don’t let the cat out the bag. 
This is a SECRET!!!  Thanks, Lucinda Hoopes 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

We are collecting old eyeglasses to 
donate to “Cross Eyed Mission”. 
This is a mission founded by Dr. 
Brady Kail of Waynesburg Vision. 

He takes groups on mission trips where they do 
eye exams and fit people with a pair of donated 
glasses that closest meets their needs. There is 
a box on the mission table to place any glasses. 

We extend our sympathy to  . . . The family and friends of Golda Vankirk. Mrs. 
Vankirk passed away on Friday, Dec. 4.  A private family service was held. 
 
. . . The family and friends of Sherrill Skaggs who passed away on Dec. 10.  Private 
family services were held. 
 
. . .  J. David Kibler and his family and friends with the passing of his wife, Joann. 
Joann passed away also on Dec. 10. There were no formal services per her wishes.  
Also, J. David’s brother, Jack passed away on November 17. 
 
. . .  Nellie Shirley and their family and friends with the passing of her husband, 
Ron. Ron passed away on Saturday, Dec. 12. His services were held on Tuesday, 
Dec. 15.  
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  John 14:7  

DO YOU HAVE OLD EYEGLASSES LYING 
AROUND? SHH . . IT’S A SURPRISE!! 



 

     Joshua looked over the horizon. He and Israel stood on the edge of the Prom-
ised Land. They were finally here. It took some obstacles of their own making, but 
God had been faithful, they were about to enter the land God had promised to their 
Father Abraham. Joshua had a tall task. His mentor and friend was now dead. 
  
     “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and 
all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. Every 
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I prom-
ised to Moses.” – Joshua 1:2-3 
 
     God had given the land to Israel. It was theirs to possess. If they obeyed God, 
He would bless them greatly. But Joshua still had to follow the Lord’s will. He had 
to go! He had to be bold and brave in following God’s leading. The task ahead was 
large and it would be difficult, but the reward would be great. God’s promise of de-
scendants had already begun to come to fruition, now His promise of a land flowing 
with milk and honey would too. But Israel had to trust God, and obey what He said, 
which didn’t always prove to be easy for them… 
 
     MFCC, in a lot of ways we are very similar to Israel in the beginning of the book 
of Joshua. We have an opportunity in 2021, our 200th anniversary, to obey God in 
whatever it is He’s leading us to, and trust Him. We have an enormous opportunity 
to reach Minerva with the Gospel, and even though things may look bleak, Jesus is 
still Lord over it all. In what ways do we need to obey Jesus in this first month of 
2021? How can you play your part in trusting God’s timing and obeying God’s will 
as we begin our 200th year anniversary?  
 
     2020 was rough, and only God knows what 2021 holds. But rest assured that 
Jesus is still firmly in control of the universe, and remember this, no matter what: 
 
     “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 
 
Thanks and God Bless, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
Together – We Build 
 
 

OBEYING GOD 



 

 
DEACON’S PANTRY 

Each month our Deacon’s Pan-
try distributes food and some 
paper products to 30 - 35 fam-

ilies.  If you are able to pick up a few 
-perishable items to  donate it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Monetary donations 
are always welcome. Our next distribu-
tion will be on Thursday, January 21st 9 - 
11 am. If you are able to help see Jay 
Harsh. 

 

Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm 

 
The Ladies will be meet again 

on Tuesday, January 5th 
 

 
We hope that you can join us! 

PRAYER TRAINING TIDBIT 
We have a vision! We see one of you, talking to a member of the 
community. They ask you, “Where do you go to church?” You reply, 
“I’m a member of the church that prays!” And immediately, the ques-
tioner knows that you’re talking about Minerva 1st Christian! 
 
Well, we’re not that church yet. So a team has been formed, the Pray-
er Action Team, to see what God would have us do to become that 
praying church! Another way to describe this team would be sort of a prayer steering 
committee. 
 
We’ve met a couple of times, done some praying and some brainstorming. Our first ven-
ture you’ve already heart about, and I’ll remind you about it: we now have a prayer 
meeting every Saturday morning at 10:00 in the Followers’ classroom. All are 
welcome! (If many more show up, we’ll need to change where we meet so we have more 
room – that would be wonderful!) 
 
Another venture you saw a couple of weeks ago – it’s a ‘prayer training tidbit’, a little nug-
get of prayer training right before our time of guided prayer. You’ll see one of us up here 
every couple of weeks.  That’s where we’re at right now. Our goal is to strengthen the 
prayer life of each of us, both individually and corporately. We’re excited to see where 
God will take us! 
 

We will not be meeting on Saturday, December 26. 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 



 
The office will be closed December 23rd 

- January 3rd.  If there is an emergency, 

please contact Bruce  Doppelheuer @ 

330-705-3891, Nate Oberly @ 330-581-

8082 or Zach Long @ 330-417-4834. 

 

We wish you a very Blessed Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

Please have all reports for the December 
General Board Meeting to the office by 
Wednesday, January 7th. 

JANUARY CALENDAR 

Jan. 2 -   Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

Jan. 5 -   Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 7 -   All Board Reports due to the office 

Jan. 7 -   Trustee’s Meeting 6:30 pm 

Jan. 9 -   Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

Jan. 11 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

Jan. 12 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 16 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

Jan. 18 - MACS No School - MLK Day 

Jan. 19 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 23 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

Jan. 26 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 30 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

GENERAL BOARD REPORTS 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

Happy New Year! As we move forward into 2021, MACS is excited that we get 
to continue to work with our students and help them grow in their faith. Our 
hope is to continue to meet in-person through this difficult period of the pan-
demic. We have been blessed to have good health for our students and staff 
and we ask you to pray for that to continue.  

 

We would like to thank everyone who has continued to support our ministry through this 
pandemic. Heading into a new year, MACS is in need of donations of pre-packaged snacks 
for our preschool program and juice boxes. If you are able to provide any of these items, 
we would greatly appreciate them. Also, if you would like to donate monetarily to our min-
istry, you can do so online using this link, https://donorbox.org/macs-fund. We are truly 
blessed to have your prayers and support and we look forward to another great year! 
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness” Lamentations 3:22-23 ESV 
 

Important Dates 
 

Christmas Break, December 21st through January 3rd 
School Resumes Monday, January 4th 

No School Monday, January 18th MLK Day 

https://donorbox.org/macs-fund


 

NOVEMER GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                       
 
YTD as of 11/30/2020 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
 

Christa Archer 
Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Betty Frantum 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Judy Hays-Hasch 

Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Dolores McCully 
Amy McGrew 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ralph & Chris Norman 
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Kathy Schmucker 
Don Shields 
Barbara Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 
 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value 

of the cards you purchase from the church office, while you 

still get your full amount to spend on groceries.  Use gift cards 

instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great oppor-

tunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the 

church office today to support MACS. 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF NOV. 30 

MAKE EASY MONEY FOR MACS 

$117,708   
$114,799 

$37,108  
$0 

$1,473 

$2,216 
$3,319 
$7,000 
$9,097 
$1,830 
$1,983 

$20,403
$7,335 
$5,795 
$5,446

$52,394        
$13,273        
-$8,565 

$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; 
Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; 
Sgt. Kurt Warrick  
 
Please let us know about 
M i l i t a r y  u p d a t e s /
corrections. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

 Dec. 6      Dec. 13      Dec. 20      Dec. 24     Dec. 27       
    75            77              83            n/a            n/a 

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5734 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

December 22, 2020 

2021 Preaching Theme 
“2021… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 JANUARY SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 

January 3 
 
 
January 10 
 
 
January 17 
 
 
January 24 
 
 
January 31 
 

Nate Oberly 
Preaching 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Doug Modlin 

Preaching 
 

Nate Oberly 
Preaching 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24   January 31  

John Long 
Bruce  

Doppelheuer 
Mike Fountain Nate Oberly John Long 

Communion 
Meditation 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
Bob Palmer 

 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
Kenny Unkefer 

 
 

 
Ushers 

 
Lynette Shatzer 

Sabra Lucas 
 

 
Lynette Shatzer 

Sabra Lucas 

 
Lynette Shatzer 

Sabra Lucas 

 
Lynette Shatzer 

Sabra Lucas 

 
Lynette Shatzer 

Sabra Lucas 

 
 

Deaconesses 



            

  
           

      2021    

      BIRTHDAYS    

      & ANNIVERSARIES    

            

            

            

            

1  Linda Sahli    24  Blake Archer     

  Dan Toalston           

      25  Mindi Chambers     

6  Ralph & Charlotte Russell  37    Ralph McCully     

         Ralph & Dolores McCully  13  

7  David Seibert           

      26  Barbara Palmer  94  

10  Lou Ann Sell           

      29  Helen Truex    

11  Marjorie Warrick          

      30  Sally Shaw    

12  Ken Hoopes            

       31  Teresa Hoffmeyer    

18  Brent Brown             

  Ron & Lynette Shatzer  46          

              

21  Trish Bush          

  Mandie Mathis           

  Todd Weirich          

              

22  Lynn & Patty Morgan  27          

              

             

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Milestones Milestones 


