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EASTER SERVICE 

April 4, 2021 

 

                    Breakfast 8-9 am 
                    Menu: Egg Soufflé, Toast, Donuts,  

                    Orange Juice and Coffee 
                    Cost: donation 

                      Please sign up @ info booth  
                    or call the office 

 

                              Sunday School 9 am 
                                    Classes for all ages 

 

                              Worship Service 10:15 am 
 

                              Special Easter Offering 
                                   For School, Gym &  
                             old foyer roof repairs. 

                            See article inside. 

 



 

  
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, CHOOSE THIS DAY WHOM YOU WILL SERVE, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 

dwell. But as for me and my house, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.” 
Joshua 24:15 

 
     So often forgotten is one of the greatest abilities God has given to man: the ability to CHOOSE. The sim-
ple ability to make a decision, that we seem to take for granted so often, that is critical to our genuine love 
of God, and His genuine love for us. After all He first chose us, He chose to love us, to give His Son to die 
for us, “to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28). God Himself CHOSE for us to be beings 
with a free will. To have the free choice to follow His Son or not. To CHOOSE Jesus as our Lord is the great-
est choice that can ever be made, and we celebrate that as we celebrate Easter this month. God Himself 
CHOSE to die for us so that we could have the CHOICE to CHOOSE His blood to cover our sin so that we 
could spend eternity with Christ. And praise God, HE’S ALIVE! That is the greatest choice that could ever be 
made.  
  
     But it doesn’t end there. The decision to follow Jesus is the first one, and as already said, by far the 
most significant, but it is the very beginning of a long series of choices that we are faced with each and 
every day in the Christian life. If you’ve just become a Christian, I would say this to you:  
 

“Congratulations! Welcome to the family, brother/sister! You just made the best decision of your 
life, and now the Holy Spirit will guide you into eternity! Here is your Sword, your armor, and your 
running shoes, get ready for the FIGHT of your life because now that you are a child of God, Satan is 
going to try his very best to get you to trip up and stumble. You must be attentive and ready for 
whatever he throws at you, but you can and will overcome him if you stay focused on Jesus, be-
cause “He who is in you is GREATER than he who is in the world.”(1 John 4:4).” 

 
     Thing is, that sounds rushed doesn’t it? I mean let the guy breathe! He just came out of the baptistry 
and you’re handing him a sword and armor to fight Satan with? Yes, I am. As I reflect on the past baptisms 
that I have done, I wish I would have been much clearer to that person on how much their life was going 
to change. That every decision they are to make from there on out is to be for Jesus.  
 
     And this is where all of us come in once again, the series of choices from the moment we exit the bap-
tistry on earth to when we enter Heaven’s gates. We can’t just put ourselves on cruise control and wait it 
out, every day is a battle to stay focused on Christ because we live in a world that is fallen and broken, 
marred by sin’s curse.  
 
     When Joshua was near the end of his life, telling all of Israel to, “choose this day whom you will serve.”, 
he told them to either serve the Lord or to go back to the gods their fathers served beyond the river or 
serve the gods of the Amorites. Today, we aren’t tempted to serve little idols made of iron or bronze, but 
we must CHOOSE each day WHO we are going to serve.  
 
 
 
Continued . . .  
  

THE POWER TO CHOOSE 



 
The Power To Choose, continued . . . 
 
 
     When Satan comes prowling like a lion, seeking to devour us with thoughts of inadequacy, worthless-
ness, and emptiness, who will we choose to serve? Will we choose to serve Satan, allowing him to invade 
our thoughts and emotions? Will we give into his lies and deceit? Or will we boldly stand on the truth of 
God’s Word, confronting His lies? Will we remind him that his end is the lake of fire, and our end is the 
new Jerusalem? Will we give into his whispers of defeat or will we emphatically quote the words of Psalm 
27:1 to him? “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 
 
     When the devil whispers in our ear to take the second glance, forfeit a little more time with the family 
to make a few more bucks, and say the words you know will cut them straight to the heart, who will we 
choose to serve? Do we begin lying to ourselves? “How can one more look hurt?” “I spent a lot of time 
with the family last week.” “They deserve the harsh word, they need to be taught a lesson.” Do we begin 
believing Satan’s lies and our own? Will we choose to serve Satan’s schemes, slowly moving away from the 
God we know we need to serve, to bow before the desires we want to serve? Or, will we with courage and 
truth in our hearts and minds look into the eye of Satan and remember the words of Peter? “casting all 
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. RESIST him, firm in your faith, knowing 
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.” 
  
     Each and every day, we can CHOOSE whether or not to give in to Satan’s lies, schemes, and plans. 
Church, we all go through this. But Paul is so clear, “...in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.” CHOOSE this day whom you will serve. Serve the God who chose you. Serve 
the God who is undefeated, who knows no surprises. Serve the God who is no longer in the grave. “As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
Isaiah 40:28 
 
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” 
John 14:1-2 
 
Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is GREATER than he who 
is in the world. 
1 John 4:4 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
Together – We Build 

 
 

 
 



 

Happy Easter & Happy April Church, 
 
     I hope everyone is ready for Easter and the elders are praying that you are hungry to get back 
in community and come back to join us soon on Sunday mornings if you have not already! 
 
     First, I want to say THANK YOU for everyone’s prayers for Sandy & I as recovered from the 
covid and my heart attached! Both Sandy and I are doing better, because of your prayers and 
God’s Grace. 
 
     Doug Stringer wrote in his book “Born to Die” that have you ever asked yourself: Is what Jesus 
did on the cross over 2000 years ago really pertinent to me today? Many professing Christians 
show little excitement or appreciation for the work of Christ on the cross. Doug quoted a question 
from Leonard Ravenhill, “Are the things your living for worth Christ dying for?” 
 
     Jesus willingly went to the cross to pay for our sins, a debt we could never pay! He exchanged 
His life and holiness for that debt. Our sentence would be hell and eternal death, if not for His sac-
rifice. He did this so we could have fellowship with the Father. 
 
     If we have accepted Jesus as our Lord & Savor then we have made a commitment to Him. 
That we do as Leonard Ravenhill said, “Are the things your living for worth Christ dying for?” 
 
     Corinthians 6:19-20 says: Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body. 
 
     Acts 2:38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
  
Have a Blessed Easter Church, 
Bruce 
 

 

The country of Mexico is mostly in the yellow on the Covid-19 stoplight but the state of Puebla 
where we live continues in orange with more restrictions. We continue to be healthy, to limit our 
activities and mostly stay at home.  We have signed up for the Covid-19 vaccine and are waiting 
for it to arrive in our area.  Luis continues the Bible studies on the radio on Sunday mornings. The 
Mosaico church continues to look for a new place to rent so that when we are allowed to hold ser-
vices we will have a place to meet.  We continue to have services online on Facebook. We met 
once on Zoom and it was great to "see" everyone. We are planning to do Zoom on Easter Sun-
day.  Due to the health of the older daughter the Hancock family, who began the Mosaico church, 
have decided to take a 2-year leave of absence and return to the USA. Please pray for Franco and 
Galdy and us, Luis and Chere, as we lead the church during this time.  Thank you for your contin-
uing support and the special gift that was given.  Thank you for your continued prayers as we 
serve God in Mexico, Luis and Chere Torres  

ELDER’S REFLECTION 

TORRES UPDATE 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

 
Mrs. Linda Beckley 

c/o Salem North Healthcare Center 
250 Continental Dr. 
Salem, OH  44460 

 
Mr. Jerry Grimes 

2550 Cleveland Ave. NW 
Canton, OH  44709 

 
Mrs. Kay Hanna 
c/o St. Luke's 

4301 Woodale Ave. SE, 
Minerva, OH  44625 

 
 

Mrs. Mary Jo Hardman 
c/o St. Luke's 

4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44625 

 
Mrs. Betsy McIntosh 
16621 Lisbon St. NE 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
Mrs. Ruth Weaver 
c/o Copeland Oaks 

800 S. 15th St. 
Sebring, OH  44672 

 
 
 

We extend our sympathies to . . . Sally, Billy, Kelly and Bobby Shaw and their family and friends 
with the passing of Bill Shaw, II. Bill passed away on February 27th, his service was held on March 6th. 
 
. . . Terri & Dave Bush and their family and friends with the passing of Terri’s mother, Leola Hisey. Mrs. 
Hisey passed away on March 6th.  A private graveside service was held. 
 
. . . Joelle, Sierra & Dustin Hatfield and their family and friends with the passing of Herb. Herb passed 
away on March 7th.  No service information is available.    
 
 Thank you . . . all for your cards and prayers during Bill’s illness and passing. Thank you to the Dea-
cons and Deaconesses for preparing and serving the wonderful luncheon and all who brought side dish-
es and desserts. Thank you to The Seekers’ Class for your generous donation to help pay for the meat 
for luncheon. We appreciate each and everyone of you and we’ll always remember your kindness.   
         The family of Bill Shaw, Jr. 
 
Thank you . . . for the prayers and encouragement while I have been recovering from hip surgery.   
I am getting stronger everyday and I am able to drive again.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness.     
Kathy Schmucker 
 
Dear Home Dept. Ladies . . . I must write and thank you for your words of encouragement and of 
course, all the beautiful cards. You brighten my day and lift my spirits. God bless each of you.    
Love, Kate Hart 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

FCC Minerva Members, 
 
First, I want to say THANK YOU for your sacrifice by meeting the call to help the 
general fund of God’s church. We have put the church in a more stable condition fi-
nancially, and we hope you have seen God work in your life because of your sacrifice 
and how He continues to provide and take care of us, because of that devotion to 
Him. Please continue to pray and continue your giving to the general board financial-
ly. 
 
However, we want to make you aware of a serious situation with the roof that came 
up at the church board meeting on February 8th that the trustees have advised us of. 
We were advised that the roofs over the School, Gym & old foyer area need to be 
replaced soon! We currently have leaks at the south end of the school, continued 
leaks in the gym and also in the old foyer area. 
 
The trustees have been advised that tar lines are lifting and holding water, along 
with all the roof vents are dissipating condensation. Thus, the trustees were told 
that we are on the verge of causing deck damage, which could require complete re-
moval if not addressed quickly. 
 
Why this is important to act now is due to the rising cost of raw materials, which 
takes affect in April. If, we act now we can save 15 to 20% on the raw material cost. 
I know that we are facing increased costs of raw material in the plastic industry 
where I work and my customers have also mentioned the rising cost of materials. 
You can also see it at the pump when you buy gas now. 
 
The board has authorized the trustees to act now and had a quote of $57,000 to do 
these repairs. They still have 2 more quotes coming in over next week or so to make 
sure this is a competitive quote and if we can do it at a lower cost. This roof comes 
with a 15 year warranty. 
 
Because of this need, we wanted to make the members of FCC Minerva aware of the 
financial need and that the board has requested a special Easter offering to help de-
fray this cost. Please pray and ask God how each of us can help His church. 
 
Thank you for your support in God’s Kingdom here in Minerva and I know God will 
Bless you for your sacrifice! 
 
Bruce Doppelheuer, Board VChair      

EASTER OFFERING 



 

Happy Easter! What a great time of year as we get to celebrate the resur-
rection of our Lord and welcome the joy of spring. At MACS, we have be-
gun preparing for next school year and are now enrolling children in all 
grade levels. If you know anyone who may be interested in enrolling their 
child in MACS, please have them call the school or visit our website, mi-

nervaareachristianschool.org. We welcomed 25 families to our MACS Open House on 
March 4th and continue to have new families inquire. Please pray that we can have 
continued growth and information about our school will reach the local community. 
 

Thank you to all who participated in our Scholastic Book Fair to help raise money to 
purchase books and supplies. Our students had a great time at the fair and were hap-
py that we could have the event in-person. We also were able to have Dr. Rath visit 
our Preschool and Kindergarten students to have their eyes examined and are excited 
to have more events at the school as we come towards the end of the school year. 
 

This past month, our students created cards for members of the church and commu-
nity as part of our, “MACS Gives Back” campaign. The children enjoyed making the 
cards and we hope they brought joy to those who received them.  Thank you for your 
continued support of MACS and we hope you have a great Easter! 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Easter Break, March 27th through April 4th 
 

"He is not here; he has risen!" Luke 24:6-7 

 

 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT MACS 

MACS is now a part of the RX Fundraising Program at Rite Aid.  Any time you 
shop or pick up a prescription we can receive a donation. Go to this website and 
sign up: support.rxfundraising.com/minervaareachristianschool.   

 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value of the cards you pur-

chase from the church office, while you still get your full amount to spend on gro-

ceries.  Use gift cards instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great oppor-

tunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the church office today 

to support MACS. 

http://support.rxfundraising.com/minervaareachristianschool


 

 

Friday, April 9th 
12 - 6 PM 

 
You must  
make an  

appointment. 

 

 

Elkhorn Valley Christian Service Camp 
and Round Lake Christian Camp 

are currently taking reservations for 
summer camp. See Zach or go online. 

Elkhornvalley.com or 
Roundlake.org 
Camps for grades 1 
through adults. 

Please have all reports for the March 

General Board Meeting to the office by 

Wednesday, April  7th. 

APRIL CALENDAR 

April 2 - Good Friday  Office Closed 

April 3 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

April 4 - EASTER SUNDAY!! 

April 6 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

April 6 - Trustee’s Meeting 6:00 pm 

April 7 - All Board Reports Due to the office 

April 9 - Red Cross Blood Mobile 12-6pm 

April 10 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

April 12 - General Board Meeting 7:30pm 

April 13 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

April 15 - Deacon’s Pantry 9 - 11 am 

April 17 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

April 20 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

April 24 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

April 27 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

May 1 - Prayer Meeting 10:00 am 

GENERAL BOARD REPORTS 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD MOBILE 

“Armor of God” 
 

By: Pricilla Shirer 
 
 

Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm 
 

In the Multi-Purpose 
                  Room 

This is for ladies of all ages. If you have 
any questions, please contact Trish 

Bush or Sandy Doppelheuer. 

DEACON’S PANTRY 

Each month our Deacon’s 
Pantry distributes food and 
some paper products to 20 - 
25 families.  If you are able to 
pick up a few non-perishable 
items to  donate it would be 

greatly appreciated.  Some of the items we 
need are: canned vegetables, fruit and 
soups peanut butter, mac & cheese, pasta 
& sauce, saltine crackers. Monetary dona-
tions are always welcome. Our next distri-
bution will be on Thursday, April 15th 9 - 11 
am. If you are able to help see Jay Harsh. 

CHURCH CAMP TIME!! 

 

 



 

FEBRUARY GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                       
 
YTD as of 2/28/2021 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        

Christa Archer  
Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Shirley Catlett 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper  
Donna Dennis 
Jerry Grimes  
Kay Hanna 
Mary Jo Hardman 

Kate Hart 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Joan Henninger  
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze  
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Dolores McCully 
Amy McGrew  
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ken & Kathy Porter  
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Carole Reckner 
Ralph Russell 
Sandy Russell 
Gene Schmucker 
Kathy Schmucker  
Don Shields 
Howard Snyder 
Barbara Unkefer 
Ruth Weaver 
Thelma Weekly 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES AS OF FEB. 28 

   $220,317 

$179,164 

$18,215  
$530 

$3,089 

$2,266 
$495 

$5,050 
$10,439
$2,867 

$498 
$7,418
$7,390 
$6,145 
$5,454

$30,383        
$13,225        
-$7,665 

$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st 
Lieutenant Isaac Graham; Thom-
as E. Greathouse, Jr.;   Mitchell 
Greer; Timothy Reed; Sgt. Kurt 
Warrick  
Please let us know about Mili-
tary updates/corrections. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

 Feb. 28        March 7        March 14        March 21     
     79               89                 79                  64                             

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

 
MinervaFCC.com 

 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5723 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

 

Minerva First Christian Church 

March 26, 2021 

2021 Preaching Theme 
“2021… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 APRIL SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 

April 4 
 
 
 
April 11 
 
 
 
April 18 
 
 
 
April 25  
 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Eric Hoffmeyer 

Preaching 
 
 

Nate Oberly 
Preaching 

 
 

Doug Modlin 
Preaching 

 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 
April 4 April 11 April 18 April 25   

Communion 
Meditation Mike Fountain 

Bruce  
Doppelheuer 

Nate Oberly John Long 

 
Ushers 

 
Mike Fountain,  

Bob Palmer 

 
Matt Zahn 

 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
 

Deaconesses Midgie Snyder, 
Teresa Seibert 

Midgie Snyder, 
Teresa Seibert 

Midgie Snyder, 
Teresa Seibert 

Midgie Snyder, 
Teresa Seibert 



 

         

             2021  

             BIRTHDAYS  

            & ANNIVERSARIES  

         

         

         

         

   2021      

   Milestones    

Mile-

stones 

3  Shawn & Christa Archer 28  22  Eric Hoffmeyer  

       Lynn Morgan  

5  Christa Archer        

      24  Roger & Barbara Patterson 40 

7  Chip & Kathy Syme 52      

     25  Matt & Ashley Zahn 6 

8  Boyd Dowell        

     26  Kenny & Sandi Unkefer 7 

14  Janet Johnson        

  Alissa Seibert   27  Mickey Mathis  

         

16  Betty Hoopes    28  Jay & Debbie Harsh 19 

         

18  Zach Long    29  Kassadee Archer  

  Matt Zahn        

      30  Herb Lowery  

          

          

 Milestones 

 

Milestones 


