
Guest Speakers this month 

 

Sunday, July 11th 

We will have a Gideon Presentation.  Our speaker 
will be Mr. Jacobo Farias, the National Director in  
Venezuela. Mr. Jacobo will be accompanied by  

Rafael Varon from Bogota, Columbia. He is looking 
forward to sharing his experiences and testimonies!  

 
 

 
Sunday, July 18th 

Mr. Brandon Dulaney will be bringing us our 
morning message. Brandon grew up attending 
Minerva First Christian Church. He is currently 

the Pastor of Discipleship at River Tree Christian 
Church. Brandon is a grandson of Eva Wolf. 
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We are happy to announce that we are making plans to begin our Home De-
partment events again! Our summer picnic will be Tuesday, July 13th Joan 
Henninger’s home (218 Edgewood Drive, Minerva—next to the Presbyterian 
Church). We will enjoy fellowship and swimming 4-6 with dinner at 6 pm. 
Drinks and table service will be provided, please bring a covered dish to share.  
 
The Home Department is open to any ladies of the church who would like to 
join. They generally meet once a month. They do such things as prepare 
soups, stews, and crafts for shut-ins, assisting those in distress, and other pro-
jects throughout the year. We also deliver “treat” bags to our shut-ins. If you 
would like to be a part of the Home Department, please come to our 
picnic or contact Joan Henninger @ 440-415-4422 

HOME DEPARTMENT PICNIC 



 

     Update on the Lead Minister search: Back in April we exhausted our review of all the candi-
dates which we had received a resume on and we had not found our Lead Minister. But at the 
end of May, we received a new application which has given us hope. After several virtual meet-
ings with him and his wife, we came away very encouraged. We have set up appointments with 
other leaders of the church with the candidate and his family on June 29th and June 30th at the 
church. Please pray for us as we continue to move through this process and see where God leads 
us! Also, please note this article was written several days before meetings even though the voice 
may arrive shortly after or around the 30th.   
 
     Reflection: On July 20, 1969 these famous words were heard “Houston the eagle has land-
ed” and six and a half hours later we heard these words “that’s one small step for man, one giant 
leap for mankind”. America had just landed on the moon. 
 
     In order for America to reach the moon it took years of planning and many different groups 
that spearheaded this great accomplishment. One of those groups develop the various rockets 
used to get them to the moon and back to earth. The Saturn V rocket was used to get them to 
the moon. The first stage took them about 40 miles up from the earth surface, while the second 
stage came close to getting them into orbit and the third stage push them into orbit and also 
pushed them out of earth’s orbit towards the moon. The first 2 stages fell into the ocean while 
the third stage would be sent into space. Each stage was critical and served a purpose to get the 
mission accomplished. 
 
     God has used different people at various stages of history before Jesus came to the earth. He 
used Judges, Kings and prophets at these different stages of history pointing to Jesus coming. 
Each served a purpose and when that person completed their purpose fell away and the next per-
son kept pointing the way to Jesus until he arrived on earth and now at the right hand of the fa-
ther. 
 
     The Church, remember we are the church, not the building, has been given a mission. To car-
ry the word of God to the next generation!  This world is spiritually lost and needs each of us to 
save those from destruction and keep the word alive for the next generation. However, some-
times we feel alone in this battle but so did Jesus when He came. John 1:9- 13 says this about 
Jesus: The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his 
own,[b] and his own people[c] did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. However, we are never alone because 
nothing can separate us from God! He is with us always! 
 
     Jesus has given us a mission “to seek and save the lost”. We have been given a mission 
and our job is to be like Jesus and point others to Jesus for this and the next generation. We each 
play a pivotal role in the success of the mission and God has chosen each of us to accomplish it. 
Let’s get back to church to get refueled to accomplish the mission at hand.  
 

God Bless Church!  

ELDERS UPDATE & REFLECTION 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26045b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26045c


 

 

We are collecting old eyeglasses to donate 
to “Cross Eyed Mission”. This is a mission 
founded by Dr. Brady Kail of Waynesburg 
Vision. He takes groups on mission trips 
where they do eye exams and fit people 
with a pair of donated glasses that closest 
meets their needs. There is a basket on the 
mission table to place any glasses. 

2021 - 2022 NEWLY ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS 

DO YOU HAVE OLD EYE-
GLASSES LYING AROUND? BLOOD MOBILE 

Elders 
Dave Bush 

 
Deacons 
Ed Barr 

Mike Fountain 
Brad Snyder 

 
Trustees 

John George 
Bill Shaw 

 
Ushers 

Mike Fountain 
John George 

Kenny Hoopes 
Bob Palmer 
Bill Shaw 
Matt Zahn 

 
Sunday School Secretary 

Sue Barr 
 

Financial Secretary 
Kasie Hogue 

Deaconess 
Christa Archer 
Connie Brewer 

Mary Ann Dowell 
Lisa George 

Debbie Harsh 
Lani Lowery 

Barb Patterson 
Teresa Seibert 
Lou Ann Sell 
Dora Sutton 

 
Historian 

Sandy Doppelheuer 
 

Friday, August 6th 

12 – 6 pm 
@ FCC 

ATTENTION BOARD MEMBERS  

At the General Board Meeting 
on July 12th, the Board will be 
amending the By-Laws. The 
amendment will be to move 
the Board Meetings to a quar-
terly cadence. 



 

 

     It’s a VBS verse. A Sunday School verse. One of the verses you hear a million times 
growing up in church. “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”  What does 
rejoice even mean? I don’t hear many people saying the word, “rejoice” much these days. 
Dictionary.com defines rejoice as: to be glad; to take delight. Ok, the Bible tells us we 
should delight in the Lord! That makes sense. I understand that! However, the real trans-
lation is something like, “Rejoice in the Lord when things are going great; rejoice when 
you feel like it!”, right? Or maybe, “Rejoice in the Lord when God answers my prayer the 
way I want Him to; rejoice when you’re happy!”?  
  
     God doesn’t really mean for us to rejoice in all circumstances does He? Clearly whoever 
wrote this did not understand what hard times were... Did not understand what it meant 
to go through something difficult and continue rejoicing... Oh wait. Let’s not get too far 
ahead of ourselves. The Apostle Paul wrote this verse, didn’t he? And Church, can you tell 
me where he wrote it from? That’s right, prison. Jail. And I don’t mean cushy 2021 United 
States jail, I mean first century prison cell, chained to the wall, telling a scribe what to 
write for you, going to the bathroom wherever you could, no guarantee you were eating 
that day, darkness in a dungeon from dawn until dusk, jail. And now we realize again the 
importance of context to reading Scripture. How much more does it mean for us to read 
the words, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”, when we realize Paul 
says these words from this type of prison? 
  
     The hope he shows in Jesus, His Lord, the faith! And for him to go on in verses 5-9 to 
talk about how we shouldn’t be anxious about anything is simply astounding. How could 
anyone take delight in anything while locked up in a prison cell? How could anyone be glad 
at a time like that? How could anyone rejoice during such immense pain and sorrow!? 
How? By putting His full trust in Jesus. Paul knew that no matter how bad things got, His 
God was the winner in the end. He knew that even if he died, he died for something that 
was more than worth dying for.  
  
     Church, I have to ask. Do we have that kind of faith? Do we have that kind of joy, 
peace, and trust in Jesus? I know for a fact that I do not at times. We like to put our God 
in a box, and take Him out on Sunday mornings to admire Him, when He should be the al-
mighty Lord of our universe every waking moment of every day. We can’t even begin to 
comprehend His vast love, might, power, majesty, mercy, and strength. He is the GREAT I 
AM. The Creator, our Savior, the one for whom the angels sing all day and night, “Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty!”. Ask yourself, do you worship Him like He is THAT 
God? Do you rejoice that you can go through struggles for Him? Or is He the God you put 
in the box and get out on Sunday morning?  
 
Thanks and God Bless 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
“Together – We Build” 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”   Philippians 4:4 



 



 

Mr. Harold Moore 
c/o St. Luke’s 

4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
Mrs. Mary Jo Hardman 

c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
 

Mrs. Kate Hart 
220 Edgewood 

Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Maxine Cope 
11811 Kensington Rd. 
Kensington, OH  44427 

 
Mr. John Toalston 

1125 Whitacre Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 

                    FAMILY MATTERS 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Welcome to the family . . .  Alivia Ganslein, Cody Morris & Isaac Wisenbarger.  These 
young people attended CIY and came forward on Sunday, June 27th and were baptized dur-
ing morning worship.  Alivia Ganslein will be a 9th grader and her address is 11721 Mechan-
icstown Rd., Kensington, OH  44427; Cody Morris will be a 12th grader and his address is 
6501 Kensington Rd. NW, Carrollton, OH  44615; Isaac Wisenbarger will also be a 12th 
grader, his address is 209 Scranton Ave., Minerva, OH  44657.  Let us encourage them and 
keep them in our prayers.  
 

We send our Sympathies . . . to the family and friends of Kay Hanna. Kay passed away 
on Monday, June 14th. Kay had been a member of First Christian Church for over 70 years 
and sang in the choir for 47 years. A private family service was held on Saturday, June 19th. 
 

. . . Eric and Teresa Hoffmeyer and their family. Teresa’s father, Joseph Wright passed 
away on Saturday, June 19th.  His service was held on Thursday, June 24th.   
 

. . . to the friends and family of Marjory Fuss. Marjorie passed away on Sunday, June 20th. 
Marjory and her husband, Frank were very involved with MACS and FCC for many, many 
years. They moved to Pataskala, OH to be near their family several years ago.  Frank 
passed away in 2000.  The services for Marjory were Friday, June 25th.   
 

Thank you . . . Deaconesses, Staff & helpers, wanted to send a huge thank you for the 
lovely dinner for Mom’s service! Everything turned out wonderful and we are so very appre-
ciative. We are so happy she is in the arms of our Lord and Savior!  God’s Blessings! The 
family of Kay Hanna, Jim & Paula Hanna, Larry & Jan Hanna, Vickie & Jim Semich  
 

“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, 
Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”  

(Isaiah 41:10)  



 

MACS is currently on summer break and preparing for next school 
year. This past month, we  had several students  and staff members 
participate in the Minerva Homecoming Parade and had a great time 
passing out candy to those on the parade route.  We are excited to 
be offering a summer program in July as well. We are offering a three 
day program for Preschool students on July 13th through 15th and for 

Kindergarten through 6th Grade on July 19th through 21st. These will be fun events 
that are open to the community. Please invite anyone who has children of this age. 
As we go through the summer, please pray for the leadership of the school as we 
make decisions regarding next school year. Also, pray for the teachers and staff 
members over the summer as they rest and recharge for next school year. Further-
more, please pray for the safety of our students over the summer. Lastly, we pray 
that we can reach as many families as possible and invite their children to attend 
MACS.  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Preschool Summer Program, July 13th through 15th 

Elementary Summer Program, July 19th through 21st 
Kindergarten Readiness Day, July 22nd 

 

 

 

 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT MACS 

MACS is now a part of the RX Fundraising Program at Rite Aid.  Any time you 
shop or pick up a prescription we can receive a donation. Go to this website and 
sign up: support.rxfundraising.com/minervaareachristianschool.   

 

KISHMAN’S CARDS - MACS receives 10% of the face value of the cards you 

purchase from the church office, while you still get your full amount to spend on 

groceries.  Use gift cards instead of cash, and help our school.  This is a great op-

portunity to make our funds go farther.  Pick up your cards in the church office to-

day to support MACS. 

http://support.rxfundraising.com/minervaareachristianschool


June General Board Meeting  
will be on Monday, July 12th  

@ 7:30 pm. 

Please have all reports for the May Gen-

eral Board Meeting to the office by 

Thursday, July 8th. 

JULY CALENDAR 

 

July 5 - 9 - Office Closed 

July 6 - Trustee’s Meeting 6:00 pm 

July 6 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

July 7 - Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

July 8 - All Board Reports Due to office 

July 12 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

July 13 - Home Dept. Picnic 4-6 Social; 6 eat 

July 13 - 15 - MACS Pre-K Experience 9 - 1 

July 13 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

July 14 - Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

July 15 - Deacon’s Pantry 9 - 11 am 

July 19 - Experience MACS K - 6 9 - 2 

July 20 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

July 21 - Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

July 27 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

July 28 - Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

  

GENERAL BOARD REPORTS 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

“Armor of God” 
 

By: Pricilla Shirer 
 
 

Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm 
In the Social Hall 

 
This is for ladies of all ages. 

If you have any questions, please con-
tact Trish Bush or Sandy Doppelheuer. 

DEACON’S PANTRY 

Each month our Deacon’s 

Pantry distributes food and 

some paper products to 20 - 

25 families.  If you are able to 

pick up a few non-perishable 

items to  donate it would be 

greatly appreciated.  Some of the items we 

need are: canned vegetables, fruit and 

soups, peanut butter, mac & cheese, pasta 

& sauce, saltine crackers. Monetary dona-

tions are always welcome. Our next distri-

bution will be on Thursday, July 15th 9 - 11 

am. If you are able to help see Jay Harsh. 
 

BOARD MEETING CHANGE 

 

 

PRAYER MEETING  

We meet on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00 for our Prayer Meetings. We meet in 
the Followers’ Classroom which is on the 
3rd floor.  Everyone is welcome to join us.  

Questions, please see Eric Hoffmeyer.    
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,  
faithful in prayer.”   

Romans 12:12 



 

MAY GIVING:                   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                       
 
YTD as of 5/31/2021 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        

Christa Archer  
Kassadee Archer 
Robert Beadnell 
Linda Becknell 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Alvin & Shirley Catlett 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Maxine Cope 
Donna Dennis 
Jerry Grimes  
Mary Jo Hardman 
Kate Hart 
Judy Hays-Hasch 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze  
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Dolores McCully 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Ken & Kathy Porter  
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Carole Reckner 
Sandy Russell 
Gene & Kathy Schmucker 
Gary & Carol Schotts  
Don Shields 
Barbara Unkefer 
Thelma Weekly 
 

 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES 

   $273,876 

$242,194 

$18,6218  
$610 

$3,393 

$2,316 
$155 

$4,050 
$9,603
$3,675 

$263 
$7,740
$7,390 
$6,245 
$5,468

$42,006        
$9,095       

-$6,345 
$113 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st Lieutenant 
Isaac Graham; Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; Sgt. Kurt 
Warrick Please let us know about Mili-
tary updates/corrections. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

                      June 6        June 13        June 20        June 27                
Worship Service   100             108              110              144                                          
Bible School       44                45               49                49                             
 

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  

 

 



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 
Celebration  10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School   9:00 a.m. 
   
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

The office will be close  
July 5-9 

Monday-Friday 
          330-868-4151  

 

 
 

MinervaFCC.com 
 

Staff 
 

Zach Long 
Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

School 
 

Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 

MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5723 

September 17, 2008 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 

Minerva First Christian Church 

July 1, 2021 

2021 Preaching Theme 
“2021… BEHOLD I DO A NEW THING!!” 

 
 JULY SERMON SCHEDULE 

 

July 4 
 
 
July 11 
 
 
 
 
July 18 
 
 
July 25 
 

Zach Long 
Preaching 

 
Gideon Presentation 

Mr. Jacobo Farias 
National Director in Venezuela  

Speaking 
 

Brandon Dulaney 
Preaching 

 
Zach Long 
Preaching 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE  
CLOSED JULY 5 - 9. 
In an emergency,  
please contact:  

Pastor Zach @ 330-417-4834, 
Dave Bush @ 330-863-2165 or 

Bruce Doppelheuer @ 330-705-3981 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 
July 4 July 11 July 18 July 25 

Communion 
Meditation Mike Fountain Nate Oberly John Long Bruce Doppelheuer 

 
Ushers 

 
Bob Palmer 

 
Mike Fountain 

 
Bill Shaw 

 
Matt Zahn 

 
 

Deaconesses     

 



   
        

             JULY  

      2021  

      BIRTHDAYS  

      & ANNIVERSARIES  

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

1  Carol George     16  Donna Dennis  

  Dave & Terri Bush 43      Bob Hetherington  

         Luis & Chere Torres 38 

5  Barbara Norton        

  Eric & Teresa Hoffmeyer 13   19  Mike & Mandie Mathis 13 

          

6  Brad Snyder    20  Nathan Brown   

          Vickie Grindstaff   

7  Shawn Archer         

       23  Dan & Flora Bergman 44 

9  Case Oberly            

       24  Bill Shaw   

10  Thelma Weekly        Dan & Kim Weiss 17 

            

12  Howard Snyder     25  Alexis Oberly   

           

13  Ruby Guy     28  Isabelle Brown   

  John Hoffmeyer           

  Herb & Pat Lowery 65    31  Brent & Julie Brown 17 

           

14  Lorelei Logan            

  Ginny Stryffeler         

  Mike & Lani Lowery 31        

           

Milestones Milestones 

 


