
Vacation Bible 
School 

June 19 - 23 
6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Age 3 - Grade 5 

 
There are registration forms at the  

information desk or register online @  

minervafcc.com 
 

 “Keep an eye out for opportunities 
to donate snack items to VBS 

when the list is available!”  
 

Contact Zach if you would  
like to help! 
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Saturday, June 11th 
Music & Devotion 

@ 5:30 
Dinner Served  

@ 6 pm 
 

Sign up at the Information 
Center or in your Sunday 
School Class by June 5th. 

JOIN US! 

June 15 - 18 
 

We will be having a booth at 
this year’s Homecoming. 

There is a sign up sheet at 
the Information Center 

to sign up to cover 2 hour 
slots. We want to visit  
and reach out to our  

community and  
invite them to Church!  



 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

     In the fourteenth chapter of Matthew’s 
gospel there is a familiar story of Peter walk-
ing on water through a storm to get to Jesus. 
Most of us are aware of what happens next. 
Peter looks away from the Christ and starts to 
focus on the wind and the waves all around 
him that just moments before he was walking 
through- and when his focus shifts he begins 
to sink. This is a story about faith. A story 
about how faith in who Jesus is will bring us to 
what He is trying to accomplish through us if 
we will keep our eyes not on the physical all 
around us, but on Him.  
 
     Now, we live in a very affluent society. In 
fact, many churches in the United States of 
America are not used to having to operate 
based off of that kind of faith because we 
have never had to before. Historically, America 
has had a high population of churchgoers who 
have been able to support the congregation 
with ease. However, in recent years we have 
seen a spiritual decline in our nation with the 
result being less people who regularly attend 
services.  
 
     Here at Minerva First Christian we are find-
ing ourselves in a similar situation as Peter. 
The nascent budget for our next fiscal year is 
showing us operating in the negative on a fair-
ly substantial level.  As it appears now, things 
do not look good by physical financial stand-
ards, which is why for the mission spotlight for 
the month of June we are just asking for fi-
nancial donations to go toward the general 
fund. 
 
     However, with that being said I do not 
want to paint a picture of doom and gloom, or 
to cause anyone to feel that we need knee 
jerk reactions to try to fix this problem only on 
our own. In fact, this is a time when we must 
learn to operate with that faith that helped to 
solidify the water under Peter’s feet. 

     I want to share with you a story of some-
thing that happened to me several years ago 
before I was a Minister. Our oldest, Abigail, was 
not quite a year old, and Shelly was pregnant 
with Josiah. We owned two houses at that time. 
One that we were renting out, and the other 
that we were living in. I had a very good job 
making decent money at a place in Columbus, 
and everything seemed to be going well. 
 
     However, in the space of a very short time, 
the rug seemed to be pulled out from under us 
in all areas. The renters we had in our house 
left, and when we took possession of the home 
again found that so much damage was done it 
was not livable (it would end up taking close to 
30 grand in order to make it livable again). Then 
one day I went into work and found out that 
they were doing mass layoffs- of which I was 
one of those that were let go. Now we had two 
mortgages, no income, an infant to feed and a 
baby on the way. Talk about the storms coming 
out of nowhere. I quickly felt like Peter- sinking 
fast. 
 
     As time moved on the money that we did 
have ran out quick and I had a few job inter-
views looking to find ways to get the flow of fi-
nances turned back in a positive direction. In 
fact, I remember one day that I only had twenty 
dollars in our account and I was driving home 
from one of those interviews when I saw a 
homeless man sitting on the side of the road. I 
felt the Lord speak to me and He told me to go 
to the store and to use that last twenty dollars 
to buy this man a few things to eat and to drink 
and then to pray with him. I argued with the 
Lord about this because I knew that I had bills 
coming due soon and this was all the money 
that we had.  However, I felt very strongly that 
this is what God wanted me to do. So I thought 
I would compromise. I went to the ATM and I 
took out five dollars and I came back and hand-
ed it to the man and said a quick prayer for him 

TRUST IN THE LORD 



FROM THE PASTOR . . . CONTINUED                     

and got into my truck and left. 
 
     Immediately as I pulled away I felt the 
Lord speak to me again. He said, “I didn’t tell 
you to give him money. I told you to go get 
him something to eat and then to pray with 
him”. I finally gave up. I went to the store and 
used the remainder of the money I had to buy 
the man some things to eat and drink and I 
drove back to him. I gave him the bags and I 
stood there and talked with him, this time 
more substantially, about his life and was able 
to make more of a connection with him than 
before. 
 
     I went home that night afraid to tell Shelly 
what I had done. The next day I wondered 
how bills that were now due would be paid, 
but I felt confident that I had done what the 
Lord had asked of me, and strangely felt a 
peace over the situation. The following morn-
ing I went out to check the mail and there was 
a check in there that covered all of our needed 
expenses for that moment with money left 
over for groceries. Not long later I found work. 
And against our Realtor’s judgement, we put 
our house up for sale for almost twice what 
we bought it for. She told us that we would 
never get what we were needing- but we did. 
In fact, not only did we get it but we got it 
just in time to save the other house that had 
been destroyed from going into foreclosure- 
and we made exactly enough money to do the 
renovations necessary to make it livable again 
so that we had a place to live. 
 
     Church, this is what the Apostle Paul 
meant when he said in 2 Corinthians 5:7 that 
“we walk by faith, not by sight”. By all visible 
standards I had come to a moment of financial 
ruin for my family. But as hard as that was to 
see, I still felt the Lord telling me to operate 
by faith. And if we truly believe in Him, why 
shouldn’t we? This is the same God who part-
ed the Red Sea. He is the same God who 

caused the lame to walk and the blind to see 
again. He is the same God who on the third day 
destroyed the power of death over humanity. 
Do you think my problems in that moment 
were too stressful for Him? He gave me that 
twenty dollars and He could use it wherever He 
wanted, because He was also powerful enough 
to provide for my needs in the meantime. He is 
also powerful enough to take care of us. If we 
will operate by faith, we can trust that He will 
provide for our needs. 
 
     This isn’t intended as a modern day 
“prosperity seed faith” message. I am not tell-
ing you that if you drop twenty dollars in the 
church plate that God will turn that twenty into 
some specific magical number for you. But I 
will say this- if you do feel the Lord leading you 
to do something by faith (whether here or for 
anything else) then like Peter, you can walk out 
in that storm towards the Christ knowing that 
He has it all taken care of. The key though is- 
unlike Peter — don’t panic in the middle of it 
and take your eyes off of Jesus before you get 
there- or you will sink. 
 
     We are in a time today where this type of 
faith is needed. As the pastor here I am calling 
for the congregation to be in prayer for our 
needs over this next year. However, I am not 
calling for a panic- but a trust that the Lord 
WILL take care of us- IF we remain faithful to 
Him. 
 
This is a story about faith. 
 
Pastor Jason Jackson 



      

IT ISN’T EASY, BUT IT’S ALWAYS WORTH IT  

     In a society that wants everything quickly 
and easily, dare to be someone who is differ-
ent, someone who waits on the Lord. 
 
     Abraham looked at his wife Sarah, it had 
been 24 years since the Lord told him that he 
would have a son through her. 24 years! Yet, 
it still hadn't happened, but God hadn't left 
him.  
 
     Joseph, locked in a prison cell for a crime 
he didn't commit, wonders why God would let 
something like this happen to him. First his 
brothers desert him and sell him to slave 
traders, then he is framed, now he's been 
locked in prison for almost 2 years and he's 
been forgotten, but God hadn't left him.  
 
     Moses, an 80 year old sheep herder. Spo-
ken to by a burning bush, told to go back to 
Egypt to do the seemingly impossible task of 
freeing 2 million people from slavery. And on 
top of that, he couldn't speak that well, but 
God hadn't left him.  
 
     Joshua looked out over the horizon, the 
Promised Land. His mentor and leader, dead. 
Thousands of miles of land to conquer, lots 
and lots of work to do, no easy task, but God 
hadn't left him.  
 
     Ruth lost her husband. A widow in Bible 
times was a terrible thing to be. Clinging to 
nothing but some sheaves of grain and the 
love she had for her mother-in-law, she is 
tired, but God hadn't left her.  
 
     David was the least in his family and a 
shepherd boy. He came to the battlefield to 
give his big brothers some food, not fight a 
giant. But now here he was, picking 5 stones 
from a small stream to fight a 9 foot man 
named Goliath, but God hadn't left him.  
 
     Esther was fortunate enough to be cho-
sen to be the new queen, but now every sin-

gle Jew could die unless she goes to the king 
and asks him not to do something so horrible, 
but she could be killed for just entering the 
presence of the king without being summoned. 
I'm sure Esther was scared, but God hadn't left 
her. 
 
     Job had everything a man could ever want, 
and then lost all of it. His friends torment him 
day and night with reasons for why such terri-
ble things are happening to him. Job doesn't 
understand in the slightest what is going on, 
but God hadn't left him.  
 
     Jeremiah is known as the weeping proph-
et. To him it felt like no one ever listened to a 
word he said, yet he continued proclaiming 
God's words to an audience that couldn't care 
less, but God hadn't left him.  
 
     JESUS, the only hope for the world, kneels 
speaking to His Father in the Garden of Geth-
semane. He asks His Father if the task of the 
Cross can be taken from Him, yet not what He 
wills, but what His Father wills. He goes to the 
Cross to save us.  
 
     These are just a few of my favorite exam-
ples from Scripture, but it's quite clear from the 
Bible that following the Lord is not easy. Every 
one of these men and women loved the Lord 
and obeyed Him, yet they all went through very 
difficult times. If the most well known people in 
the Bible went through hard times, why is it 
that we are shocked when we go through hard 
times? Why do we despair and act like God has 
left? Why do we cower and forget our purpose? 
Don't miss this. In each and every one of the 
moments above, these men and women are in 
their darkest hour, but notice that it is just be-
fore the dawn. These moments are just before 
the most amazing experience of their life takes 
place. We must never give up.  
 
     Just think about it. What if Joseph would 
have given up hope while in prison and not 



He's never failed us, and He won't now. Living 
for Jesus isn't easy, but it is always worth it! 
 
Thanks and God Bless, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 
“Together – We Build” 

 
 
     

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 

  IT ISN’T EASY, BUT IT’S ALWAYS WORTH IT    con’t . . .  

spoken to the cupbearer and the baker about 
their dreams? Had he not used his gifts from 
God in his darkest hour, he would not have 
been set free and eventually put to second in 
command in Egypt. He also wouldn't have 
been there to interpret Pharaoh's dream and in 
so doing save the entire world from starvation!  
      
     What if Moses would have chosen to not go 
looking for the burning bush? He could have 
just used the excuse that he was old and tired 
and went home. Had he done that Israel would 
have never been freed from slavery. What if 
Ruth wouldn't have listened to her mother-in-
law and went to the threshing floor? Boaz 
would never have married her and Obed 
wouldn't have been born, which means David 
wouldn't have been born, which means Jesus 
would never have been born!  
 
     We can do this with all the examples above 
and many others, but the most important is 
this: what if Jesus had decided to have the Fa-
ther send those 10,000 angels to come rescue 
Him from the Cross? What if He never endures 
the suffering and shame? All hope is lost. We 
have no salvation and there is no answer to 
the sin problem. And Jesus would have been 
right to do it, but He didn't. He “...humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death---even 
death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:8) He saves 
all who will come to Him.  
 
     Church, the point is this. We will have diffi-
cult times, and we may have them for some 
time, but God didn't leave the men and women 
mentioned above, and He hasn't left us. He 
promises to never leave us or forsake us. God 
is on the move at Minerva FCC. I am extremely 
excited for our future, but don't be surprised if 
we encounter some dark times before we 
reach the great thing God has for us. We're 
right on the brink of greatness, Church, keep 
loving, keep giving, keep putting Jesus first, 

Our Mission Spotlight for June will be the 
General Fund. As you can see from our 
financial report, our General Fund is 
negative $18,399.  

We believe God has blessed this church 
with generous people in the area of fi-
nances and their prayers and talents. 

Over the years, we have continued to 
reach our community, nation, and the 
world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It's because of people like you who un-
derstand the urgency of the hour.     
 
“Bring the whole tithe into the store-
house, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store 
it.”              Malachi 3:10 



 

Mrs. Pat Houze 
411 Murray Avenue 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Betty McIntosh 
16621 Lisbon St. NE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Connie Morris 
205 Scranton 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Baker 
8301 Kensington Rd. 
East Rochester, OH  44625 
 

Mrs. Dorothy Birney 
913 Grant Blvd. 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Carol Ray 
c/o The Arbors 
400 Carolyn Court 
Minerva, OH  44657 

We extend our sympathy . . .  
     to Todd Weekly and his family with the passing of his mother, Thelma Weekly. Thelma 
passed away on Sunday, May 15th after several years of declining health. Her services 
were held on Saturday, May 21st. 

 

     to John & Sandy Russell with the passing of John’s mother, Doris. Doris passed away 
on Monday, May 16th. Her funeral service was held on Friday, May 20th. 
 

     to David & JoD Unkefer and their family with the passing of David’s mother, Barbara. 
She passed away on Tuesday, May 31st. Her service will be Saturday, June 4th at 2 pm 
with Calling Hours noon - 2 pm at First Christian Church.  
 

 “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:7  

 

Thank you  
     . . . I would like to thank everyone from my church family and especially the Home De-
partment for all the cards—well wishes and most important of all, your prayers. I appreci-
ate everything and I will pray for you also, always.  Thank you, Betty McIntosh 
 

Thank you . . . to the Choir for the awesome job they did Sunday morning and the even-
ing program. I especially loved the Sunday School Spectacular song! 
Also, thank you . . . To Shelly Jackson for thinking of the Ladies Tea and all the helpers. 
Everything was great, the food was good. What an awesome time we had. Your time and 
efforts are so greatly appreciated.  Charlotte Russell  
 

Thank you . . . Just wanted to bless all of you that sent me food, prayers, cards, phone 
calls, and travel to exercise. This knee took longer to heal but because of your thoughtful-
ness I was able to sing in the choir.  In Christian Love, Midge Polen Snyder 
 

“. . . may the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness . . . “     Ruth 1:8 

FAMILY MATTERS 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 





 

 

 

 

 

Our 2021-2022 school year is now complete. We had such an amazing year 
helping our students grow and creating memories with them. MACS will now be 
on summer break until August 30th. However, we do have several events 
throughout the summer planned. 
 

We will have a Summer Open House for all interested families on Saturday, 
June 11th from 10 am to 11:30 am. If you know of anyone who may be inter-

ested in sending their child to MACS, please encourage them to contact our office or visit our 
website, https://www.minervafcc.com/open-house.  
 

Our STEM Camp for students  aged three through 6th Grade, will be held June 20th through 
22nd. The cost is $20 for any non-MACS student and families can sign up on our website, https://
www.minervafcc.com/stem-program or by contacting the office. In addition to the STEM Camp, 
our library will open to anyone interested every Tuesday and Thursday morning during the Sum-
mer from 9:30 am to 11 am as part of our Summer Reading program. Please feel free to stop by 
and grab a book for everyone in the family! 
 

We also have several fundraisers scheduled this summer. On Wednesday, July 13th, we invite you 
to come to Chuck E Cheese for MACS family night. Proceeds from the sales will be donated to 
MACS. Also, on Saturday, August 13th at the Chipotle in Alliance, a partition of the sales will go to 
MACS. We hope you can join us! 
 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” II Timothy 4:7 
 

Support MACS 
 

If you have prescriptions that are filled at Rite Aid to join our RX fundraising program. You can do 
this by completing an account at this link, https://rxfundraising.com/s/?
id=minervaareachristianschool. If we are able to register 25 users, the school will receive up to a 
$1200 donation from Rite Aid. Please feel free to share this information with friends and families.  
 

Also, if you would like to make a tax deductible donation to the school, please visit our website, 
https://www.minervafcc.com/donate-to-macs. Every donation allows us to reach more families 
and help our staff provide the best possible Christ-centered education for our students. 
 

We also receive 10 percent back on purchase of Kishman’s gift cards. Please contact the office if 
you would like to make a purchase of a $25, $50, or $100 gift card. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Summer Open House Saturday, June 11th 
STEM Camp June 20th - 22nd 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

https://www.minervafcc.com/open-house
https://www.minervafcc.com/stem-program
https://www.minervafcc.com/stem-program
https://rxfundraising.com/s/?id=minervaareachristianschool
https://rxfundraising.com/s/?id=minervaareachristianschool
https://www.minervafcc.com/donate-to-macs


Saturday, June 11th 
Noon - 4 pm 

@ MFCC 
Mike & Shelly  

Fountain would like  
to invite everyone to Parker’s  

Graduation Open House. 
Come help us celebrate.  

 

 JUNE CALENDAR 

June 3 - Red Cross Blood Drive 12 - 6 pm 

June 5 - S.O.A.P. 6:00 pm 

June 5 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

June 7 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

June 7 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

June 9 - ALL Board Reports are due 

June 11 - Father & Son Dinner 5:30 pm 

June 12 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

June 12 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30pm 

June 13 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

June 14 - Home Department 7:00 pm 

June 14 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

June 14 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30pm 

June 15 - 18 - Minerva Homecoming 

June 19 - Father’s Day 

June 19 - 23 - VBS 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

June 20 - 22 - MACS Stem Camp 8:30 - 2 

June 21 - Deacon’s Pantry 9 - 10:30 am 

June 26 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

June 26 - July 2 — CIY (MS & HS Youth) 

June 27 - Ladies’ Bible Study 7:30 pm 

July 3 - No Evening Services 

July 4 - Office Closed 

 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

PARKER’S GRAD PARTY 

June General Board Meeting  
will be on Monday, June 13th  

@ 7:30 pm. 
 

Please have all reports to the office  

by Thursday, June 9th. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

6:00 pm 

June 5 - S.O.A.P. Bible Study 

June 12 - “Bible For Life” Study led 
by Nate Oberly will begin.  

 

June 19 - VBS no evening service 

June 26 - “Bible For Life” Study 

July 3 - No evening service 
(Holiday weekend) 

 
Youth Program for all ages. 

 

Offering envelopes 
will be available on 
June 12 at the info 
booth.  If you cur-
rently do not have 

envelopes and would like them, please 
let the office know.  Using envelopes 
makes our bookkeeping process more 
efficient. 



 

 

Military: SFC Jessie Clark: 1st Lieutenant 
Isaac Graham; Thomas E. Greathouse, Jr.;   
Mitchell Greer; Timothy Reed; Sgt. Kurt 
Warrick Please let us know about Mili-
tary updates/corrections. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

                        May 1     May 8     May 15      May 22      May 29     

Worship Service      170         160         151           157           158                                     

Bible School             48           71          65             74             59 

APRIL GIVING:   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                  
YTD as of 4/30/2022 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
  
General Fund is negative $18,399                      

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES 
 AS OF APRIL 30th 

$2,366 
$444 

$1,367 
$324 

-$373 
$813 

$9,038 
-4,860 
$6,245 
$5,490 

$42,512        
$8,091       

$461 
$113 

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  

$18,486  
$370 

$7,406 

  $191,636 

$313,916  

Christa Archer  
Alice & Gary Archer 
Kassadee Archer 
Linda Becknell 
Larry & Ellie Bender 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Shirley Catlett 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Jimmy Joe Francis 
Carol George 
Jerry Grimes  
Mary Jo Hardman 
Bob Hetherington 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze  
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Nancy Marquis 
Dolores McCully 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Sheila Murray 
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Sandy Russell 
Kathy Schmucker 
Don Shields 
Gary & Carol Schotts  

CHURCH ELECTIONS 

Church Elections will be held  
Sunday, June 5th following  

Worship Service. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

Celebration  10:15 am 
Sunday School   9:00 am 
Sunday Evening   6:00 pm 

  

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 pm 
Monday-Friday 

          330-868-4151  

 
 
 

Staff 
 

Jason Jackson 
Lead Minister 
Cell: 740-294-7664 
Home: 330-868-4484 
Jason.jacksonmfcc@gmail.com 
 
Zach Long 
Associate/Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 
 

Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 
MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5723 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 

Minerva First Christian Church  

MinervaFCC.com 

June 2, 2022 

Happy Father’s Day 

June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26  

Zach Long 
Nate  

Oberly 
Dave Bush 

Mike  
Fountain 

Comm. 
Medita-

tion 

 

Matt Zahn 
Mike  

Fountain 
John 

George 
Bob Palmer 

 
Ushers 

Teresa 

Seibert 

Teresa 

Seibert 

Teresa 

Seibert 

Teresa 

Seibert 

 
Deacon-

esses 

Matt Jones 
&  

Bob Palmer 

Mike  
Fountain & 

John 
George 

Father’s Day 
No Shut-ins 

Matt Zahn & 
Jay Harsh 

 
Shut-In 
Teams 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/


 

 

           

    

Mile

ston

es       

Mile

ston

es  

6  Pat Lowery    16  John Pilati    

  Kathy Schmucker          

       22  Debbie Shields   

9  Parker Fountain          

       23  Debbie Baxter   

10  Sarah Frazier       Pete Mathis    

         Midgie Snyder   

11  Rachael Snyder         

       24  Harold & Jeanette Smith 59  

14  Lani Lowery          

      27  Bruce & Sandy Doppelheuer 41  

15  Dora Sutton         

  Johnny & Debbie Costea 47        

 

      JUNE 

2022 

BIRTHDAYS 

& ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

Milestones Milestones 


