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FROM THE PASTOR 

     Have you ever stopped and pon-
dered where your heart was? Society 
tells us all of the time to look to our 
hearts for the answers in life. I’ve 
preached on this subject before and 
talked about how God has said to us 
that our hearts cannot be trusted. But if 
we were to listen to the world all 
around us it would certainly seem like 
the opposite were true. In fact, accord-
ing to the majority it sounds like our 
“heart” is the only source of truth that 
we can find- and that it is never chang-
ing. 
 
     So, what do I mean when I ask you 
about your heart? Well, first, let me 
clear up that I am not talking about the 
muscle that is beating inside of your 
chest. I am also not talking about 
something that can never be changed 
either, or the source of actual truth. 
When the Bible speaks of the heart, it is 
talking about who you are inside- your 
desires, wants and goals. However, un-
like what society teaches, the Bible tells 
us that the heart is something that is 
not stable or stationary. In other words, 
it can really blow with the wind… if we 
will let it. In fact, the Bible talks of the 
heart as something that we really need 
to take authority over instead of being 
controlled by. 
 
     Jesus said in the sixth chapter of 
Matthew’s Gospel, “Don’t lay up treas-
ures for yourselves on the earth, where 
moth and rust consume, and where 

thieves break through and steal; but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consume, 
and where thieves don’t break through 
and steal; for where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:19-21, World English Bible). Now, in 
light of what Christ said, ask yourself 
again- Where is your heart? Or maybe a 
better question would be- What things 
are you allowing your heart to be con-
trolled by that are not of God? 
 
     Unfortunately, because of our fallen 
nature we too often allow ourselves to be 
caught up with the things of creation ra-
ther than the Creator Himself. In fact, if 
we were to look up the history of Israel 
we would find a man named Jeroboam. 
When God split the Kingdom of Israel in 
two because of Solomon’s sins, he en-
trusted the majority of the tribes with 
Jeroboam. This had been prophesied to 
him long before it happened. Now, you 
would think that after Jeroboam saw this 
happen, exactly as it was prophesied, 
that his heart would be even more solid 
for God. But instead, he started thinking 
about power. He was afraid that if his 
tribes continued to go to the Temple in 
Jerusalem to worship Yahweh that they 
would become loyal to the house of Da-
vid again and eventually kill him.  So his 
lust for power and his fear of death took 
dominion of his heart and he led Israel 
down a path of idolatry that it never re-
covered from. He built idols for the peo-
ple to worship and placed them within his 
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borders. He denied the God that gave 
him power and set up worthless stat-
ues. All because his treasure was on 
earth. If it had been in heaven, who 
knows what good he could have accom-
plished for the kingdom and for God. 
Instead his heart led him- and many 
others astray. 
 
     But how often do we do the same? 
How often are we controlled by our 
hearts instead of taking authority over 
them? We are inclined to make our-
selves loyal to other gods also. Things 
here on earth. Whether it be jobs, rich-
es, houses, vehicles, authority, life-
styles, sins- or you name it. But Jesus 
said not to do this. Jesus said that we 
must be willing to give up everything 
for Him. In other words- we must take 
authority over our hearts. Our primary 
treasure is in our promise of eternal life 
with Him. And when we view it that 
way everything else fades in compari-
son. But when we don’t, not only do we 
go astray, but most of the time, like 
Jeroboam, we take others with us. 
 
     So ask yourself one more time. 
Where is your heart? And do yourself a 
favor and answer the question honestly. 
If your heart isn’t focused on God- then 
you know what to do.  
 
     The time is short. Let’s not waste it. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Jason Jackson  
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT 

CHURCH ELECTION RESULTS 

Marge Warrick’s Son-in-law and 
Daughter, Todd and Wendy Abner, are 
starting a Christian mission in Oklaho-
ma to help those (all around the na-
tion) with troubled marriages. They 
have bought a property that has a 
chapel and other buildings where they 
can hold marriage retreats, They are 
currently in the process of renovation 
to get this ministry off the ground. For 
the month of July our mission spotlight 
will be on helping this worthy and 
much needed ministry get started. 
Please earmark any donations given in 
the offering toward Todd and Wendy 
Abner.   

Historian     Sandy Doppelheuer 



      

A Million Things On My Mind 

     Stop. Breathe. Rest. Rest in the presence 
of Jesus. Sounds wonderful, doesn't it? 
Sounds wonderful, but oftentimes feels so 
very far away. Even though you're reading 
this in July, I am writing it in June, and the 
month of June, for me, is oftentimes the busi-
est, most stressful month of the year. Even 
though I know it is busy for many others, I 
often imagine while I am extremely busy 
throwing everything together for Vacation Bi-
ble School and our trip to CIY, everyone else 
is relaxing on a beach somewhere... My 
thoughts, and sometimes my anxious heart 
race. Are all my volunteers lined up? Do I 
have all the medical release forms in? How 
are the rooms going to be set up at the 
dorms for CIY? Are we going to reach our 
goal for VBS? What am I missing? It seems 
like every task I complete, one more takes it's 
place!  
 
      Look, I know I'm not the busiest person 
in the world, but you get what I'm saying, 
right? The reality is probably for most of us 
we aren't relaxing on a beach somewhere. 
We're running here and there taking care of 
kids, or parents. We're consumed by some-
thing that has been dragging us down at 
work. We are overwhelmed by the constant 
barrage of attacks against our faith by the 
media. You, like me, probably have a million 
things on your mind, and you just want to 
rush to get this one done so you can rush to 
get the next one done, so you can... Whooo! 
It's exhausting isn't it?  
 
     Stop. Breathe. Rest. Rest in the presence 
of Jesus. Don't imagine it's far away or just 
sounds wonderful. It is wonderful. And it is 
not far away. Take 1 minute to recognize His 
presence right now. I mean it, stop reading. 
And while you stop reading, I'll stop writing. 
Set a timer for 1 minute and rest in Christ's 
presence. Go....  
  
 

     It was refreshing to take a minute and be 
with Him, wasn't it? Even if just for a moment, 
to just be in His presence, not worrying about 
whatever it is you have to get done or the mil-
lion other things on your mind, but to just rec-
ognize His authority and love over your life. For 
some of us that one minute may have been dif-
ficult. Your mind may have wandered even for 
a few seconds on a few different occasions, I 
know mine tried to a couple times. My own 
mind gets in the way of the King, trying to pull 
me away from the throne and back into the 
rush of the day.  
 
      Church, we must take time to be in His 
presence. This is something I need to constant-
ly remind myself. While I may be caught up in 
getting everything finished that needs finishing, 
checking off another box on my check list, Je-
sus just waits for me to come to His feet, and 
worship. Let's take this time to remember to be 
more like Mary and less like Martha. Yes, Jesus 
is with us through all the busyness, but He also 
tells us we don't have to carry the weight of the 
world on our shoulders, because He has al-
ready done that! I leave you with the  Scripture 
below, take it to heart! 
 
Matthew 11:28-30: 
     “Come to me, all you who labor and are 
heavily burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart; and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.” 
 
Thanks and God Bless, 
Zach Long 
BeRomans12 



GENERAL FUND 

HOME DEPT. PICNIC LADIES FELLOWSHIP GOLF 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 
@ Joan Henninger’s Home 

218 Edgewood Drive 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 
3:00 Socialize & Swim 

6:00 Dinner 
 

Bring a covered dish & table service. 
 

Drink will be provided. 
 

All ladies serving on the Home  
Department are invited to join us! 

 

We are starting ladies fellow-
ship golf evenings. Our goal is 
to bring together ladies of all 
ages for an evening of fun 
and fellowship. This year we 
will do three evenings, Thurs-
day, July 14th, Thursday, July 

21st  and Thursday, July 28th at Great 
Trail Golf Course. A beginners golf group 
lesson will start at 5:00, and we tee off 
at 5:30. We will play only six holes or 
until 8:00 when the carts need turned in. 
Cost is $14 per player to Great Trail. No 
prior experience with playing golf is nec-
essary! If you are interested please con-
tact Ashley Zahn @ 330-771-0394. If 
calling during business hours please 
leave a message. 

Thank you for the donations that have 
been made to the General Fund, very 
appreciated.   
 
Just a reminder that there is still a long 
way to go to meet the budget. 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

6:00 pm 

 

July 3 - No evening service (Holiday 
weekend) 

 
July 10 - “Bible For Life” Study led 

by Nate Oberly will begin, in Chapel 
 

July 17 - “Bible For Life” Study 

 

July 24 - “Bible For Life” Study 

 

July 31 - “Bible For Life” Study 

 
Youth Program for all ages. 



 

Mrs. Mary Jo Hardman 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mr. Jerry Grimes 
c/o Canton Christian Home 
2550 Cleveland Ave. NW 
Canton, OH  44709 
 
Mrs. Linda Becknell 
3275 Union Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Miss Linda Palmer 
411 1/2 Adelaide Street 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mr. Harold Moore 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Alice Archer 
c/o St. Luke’s 
4301 Woodale Ave. SE 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Bender 
1017 E. First Street 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 
Mrs. Nancy Marquis 
208 Scranton 
Minerva, OH  44657 
 

“Gracious words are a  
honeycomb, sweet to the 
soul and healing to the 

bones.”  
Proverbs 16:24 

 

We send our sympathies to . . . Debi Biggins with the passing of her mother, 
Marlene Biggins. Mrs. Biggins passed away on Sunday, June 19th. Her services were 
held on Friday, June 24th. 
 
Thank you . . . for all the kind words, cards and prayers to Barbara over the last 
two years. Barbara is at peace now in the arms of Jesus.   
     Thank you to our church family for the delicious banquet served after the funer-
al. Wow! All that good food and all those helpers! Lisa George is a great organizer. 
     From the bottom of our hearts — Thank You! 
     In Christian Love, The Family of Barbara Unkefer 
          Dave & JoD. & family, Debbie & Dan Graham & family 
 
Thank you . . . to everyone who helped with VBS. From lessons, songs, snacks 
and gym time everything was great! Our attendance topped out at 73.  The offering 
total was $1,196.18. Mickey Mathis, John Long & Zach Long got slimed since the 
offering goal was met. It was a great group effort and much appreciated. 
 
Thank you .  .  .  From the bottom of our hearts, Shelly and the kids and I would 
like to thank everyone for their donations, prayers and kind words given to us as 
we prepare for our mission trip/revival to the Navajo Nation. We are excited with 
what the Lord has planned for this coming trip. Thank you and God bless.  Jason  

FAMILY MATTERS 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Summer is in full swing and our staff and students are taking some time 
to relax and prepare for next school year. We recently completed our 
STEM Camp. Campers had an exciting time working on science projects 
including making volcanoes and 2 liter bottle rockets. We had almost 40 
children attend our camp! Thank you to the MACS staff for making it such 
a great experience! Do not forget to check out our library on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 am to 11:00 am. We have recently added 

new books and resources and welcome anyone who would like to check it out to join us. 
 

Thank you to all of the MACS students and staff who braved the heat to participate in the 
Minerva Homecoming Parade last month. MFCC and MACS were well represented in the 
parade and we were able to pass out information about our ministries to the community. 
A special thank you to the McDole family and CRC Concessions and Inflatables for donat-
ing a portion of their snow cone sales to the school!  
 

Don't forget on Wednesday, July 13th, we invite you to come to Chuck E Cheese for MACS 
family night. Proceeds from the sales will be donated to MACS. Also, on Saturday, August 
13th at the Chipotle in Alliance, a portion of the sales will go to MACS. These events are 
open to anyone who would like to participate. Please invite your friends and family! 
 

Support MACS 
 

If you have prescriptions that are filled at Rite Aid to join our RX fundraising program. You 
can do this by completing an account at this link, https://rxfundraising.com/s/?
id=minervaareachristianschool. If we are able to register 25 users, the school will receive 
up to a $1200 donation from Rite Aid. Please feel free to share this information with 
friends and families.  
 

Also, if you would like to make a tax deductible donation to the school, please visit our 
website, https://www.minervafcc.com/donate-to-macs. Every donation allows us to reach 
more families and help our staff provide the best possible Christ-centered education for 
our students. 
 

We also receive 10 percent back on purchase of Kishman’s gift cards. Please contact the 
office if you would like to make a purchase of a $25, $50, or $100 gift card. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Chuck E Cheese Family Night Wednesday, July 13th 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

https://rxfundraising.com/s/?id=minervaareachristianschool
https://rxfundraising.com/s/?id=minervaareachristianschool
https://www.minervafcc.com/donate-to-macs


Ladies Bible Study will not be  
meeting in July. We will resume  

on Tuesday, August 2 @ 7:30 pm. 

We are still collecting old 
eyeglasses to donate to 
“Cross Eyed Mission”. This is 

a mission founded by Dr. Brady Kail of 
Waynesburg Vision. He takes groups 
on mission trips where they do eye ex-
ams and fit people with a pair of do-
nated glasses that closest meets their 
needs. There is a basket on the mis-
sion table to place any glasses. Dr. Kail 
is currently planning a trip to Honduras 
this winter. 

 JULY CALENDAR 

July 3 - No Evening Bible Study 

July 4 - Office Closed 

July 5 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

July 7 - ALL Board Reports are due 

July 10 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

July 11 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

July 12 - Home Department Picnic  

July 12 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30pm 

July 13 - MACS Chuck E Cheese Night 

July 14 - Ladies Fellowship Golf @ 5:00 pm 

July 17 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

July 19 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

July 21 - Deacon’s Pantry 9 - 10:30 am 

July 21 - Ladies Fellowship Gold @ 5:00 pm 

July 24 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

July 26 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

July 28 - Ladies Fellowship Gold @ 5:00 pm 

July 31 - Evening Bible Study 6:00 pm 

Aug. 5 - Red Cross Blood Drive 12 - 6 pm 

Aug. 4 - 11 Office closed (someone will be in 

periodically throughout the day) 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 

DEACONS PANTRY 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

July General Board Meeting  
will be on Monday, July 11th  

@ 7:30 pm. 
 

Please have all reports to the office  

by Thursday, July 7th. 

CROSS EYED MISSION GLASSES 

Items needed include: 
soups, canned vegetables 
and fruit, pasta & sauces, 
crackers, boxed side 
dishes (potatoes & rice, 

etc.).  And as always, monetary 
contributions are appreciated. Our 
next distribution will be on Thurs-
day, July 21st.  



 

 

Military: CSM Jesse Clark; Thomas 
E. Greathouse, Jr.;   Mitchell Greer; 
Timothy Reed; Sgt. Kurt Warrick 
Please let us know about Mili-
tary updates/corrections. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

                             June 5     June 12      June 19      June 26     

Worship Service           154         134             155            170                                             

Bible School                 45            59              66              68 

MAY GIVING:   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                  
YTD as of 5/31/2022 
General Fund given for budget          
General Fund actual expenses                        
  
General Fund balance on 5/31        $68.40 
Current fiscal yr. gen. fund loss   $103,812 

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES 
 AS OF MAY 31ST 

$2,366 
$477 

$1,367 
$105 

-$201 
$813 

$9,238 
-4,850 
$6,245 
$5,490 

$42,189        
$3,466       
$1,380 

$113 

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Employee Medical            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                   
Roof                        
Parking Lot            
A/C                      
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  

$49,216  
$919 

$4,309 

  $240,807 

$344,619  

Christa Archer  
Alice & Gary Archer 
Kassadee Archer 
Linda Becknell 
Larry & Ellie Bender 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Shirley Catlett 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Donna Dennis 
Jimmy Joe Francis 
Carol George 
Jerry Grimes  
Mary Jo Hardman 
Bob Hetherington 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze  
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Pat Lowery 
Nancy Marquis 
Dolores McCully 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Sheila Murray 
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Sandy Russell 
Kathy Schmucker 
Don Shields 
Gary & Carol Schotts   

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Friday, August 5th 

12 – 6 pm 
@ FCC 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

Celebration  10:15 am 
Sunday School   9:00 am 
Sunday Evening   6:00 pm 

  

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 pm 
Monday-Friday 

          330-868-4151  

 
 
 

Staff 
 

Jason Jackson 
Lead Minister 
Cell: 740-294-7664 
Home: 330-868-4484 
Jason.jacksonmfcc@gmail.com 
 
Zach Long 
Associate/Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 
 

Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 
MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5723 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 

Minerva First Christian Church  

MinervaFCC.com 

June 28, 2022 
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Mike 
Fountain 
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Milestones 
Milestones 

 

   
        

             JULY  

      2022  

      BIRTHDAYS  

      & ANNIVERSARIES  

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

1  Carol George     19  Mike & Mandie Mathis 14 

  Dave & Terri Bush 44        

       20  Nathan Brown   

5  Barbara Norton       Vickie Grindstaff   

           

6  Brad Snyder    23  Dan & Flora Bergman 45 

             

7  Shawn Archer     24  Bill Shaw   

         Dan & Kim Weiss 17 

9  Case Oberly          

       25  Alexis Oberly   

13  Ruby Guy         

  Herb & Pat Lowery 66    27  Grace Jackson  

         Fred & Debbie Shields 54 

14  Ginny Stryffeler         

  Mike & Lani Lowery 32   28  Isabelle Brown   

             

16  Donna Dennis    31  Brent & Julie Brown 18 

  Bob Hetherington        

  Luis & Chere Torres 38        

          


