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 Wait on the Lord  
 
     It is hard to believe that we are at the beginning of a new year again- already. To 
many, the thought of a new year is exciting. It brings with it the idea that there is a clean 
slate in front of us where we have the opportunity to guide our destinies forward. But to 
a lot of others, the past few years have been so rough for one reason or another that the 
thought of starting another one is daunting.  
 
     I understand that second thought. 2020 brought with it a lot of fear and anxiety of the 
unknown. On top of that, our entire way of life was disrupted. There was a hope that 
there would be a return to normalcy in 2021. For me, that couldn’t have been further 

from the truth. In 2021 my own life was disrupted further in ways that I did not expect. 
In March of that year I lost my best friend. And between the years of 2021 and 2022 I 
lost all of my mentors that I had relied on for years. The ones that I would call whenever 
there was a major event in my life that I needed guidance on. So I would be lying if I said 
that there wasn’t a small feeling of dread on what 2023 might also hold, and a reluctance 
toward pressing forward. However, we do not have a choice in that matter. Time waits 
for no one. 
 
     And many of you feel the same way that I do, I am sure. There has been a lot happen 
this past year that has left us with a feeling of exhaustion concerning what lies ahead. 
Well, first let me say that because of the human condition, those feelings are normal. Let 
me also add here that the Bible tells us that this is not a new phenomenon either. In fact, 
just read the book of Ecclesiastes to find someone else who wondered what the purpose 
of moving forward actually was. “All things are full of weariness beyond uttering” Solo-
mon said in the first chapter and eighth verse. 
 
     But the Bible also talks about the cure for that feeling. In fact, one of my favorite pas-
sages of the Scriptures, Isaiah 40:30-31, says that “even the youths faint and get weary, 
and the young men utterly fall; but those who wait for Yahweh will renew their strength. 
They will mount up with wings like eagles. They will run, and not be weary. They will 
walk, and not faint”.  
 
     Now the first part of that passage we can understand. Weariness. Exhaustion. It is the 
second half that we wonder how it is possible to “renew” strength. Well the very key here 
is in “waiting” for the Lord. You see, there are many things that we place our trust in, in 
this life. We put it in physical things like our employment or our houses or cars. We place 
it in relationships with our parents, spouses, children and friends. We rely on our mentors 
like I spoke about previously, and we expect all of those things and people to keep us 
grounded. However, the fact of the matter is that all of those things are shakable. They 
are all subject to change. In fact, they have to change- its only a matter of that thing that 
we call time before they do. So if it is in those things where we place our trust, then we 
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are going to constantly be rocked back and forth as time progresses until our house that is 
built on sand comes crashing down. 
 
     However, Hebrews 13:8 says that, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forev-

er”. He is a Savior that stands above time. And what that means is that He is the one thing 
that we can hold onto and wait for with such an assurance, that we will never be dis-
appointed. He is the foundation that is truly built on the rock. Where all of the other 
things that I mentioned are subject to change and have to give way to the ravages of 
time, Jesus sits enthroned above it all with the Father. He has defeated the futility of 
this current world that was brought on by sin. And if we will cling to the Father 
through our relationship with Christ, then no matter how many things 2023, or any 
new year may throw our way, we can rest in the assurance that the weariness of this 
life is temporary- but the promise of God is eternal. 
 
     Now, I understand the reluctance to move forward on our own with the way this 
decade has started so far. But the good news is we don’t have to move on alone. The 
very same Jesus that ascended in Acts chapter 1 still exists, and His blood can still 
cover our sins and offer us eternal life. The very same Holy Spirit that Christ sent to 
comfort and guide and walk with the early church is also still here, and will now com-
fort, guide and walk with us. And the very same Father that loved the world so much 
that He sent His Son, still desires for His creation to be restored to Him. Time cannot 
change those things. So, if there is a theme that we should follow for this new year as 
we press forward with our trust in the unshakable Truth that is Jesus, it should be ex-
actly what the prophet Isaiah penned thousands of years ago. Let’s wait on the Lord. 

This  month  for our  mission spotlight  we are collecting  financial  donations to go  to  
Jeremiah and Sierra Ward. Jeremiah is grandson to Midge Snyder and recently was 
diagnosed with an aggressive leukemia, and is in the Cleveland Clinic for treatment.  
 
If you would like to make a donation  toward the family please write “Ward family” on your 
offering envelope with the amount you would like to go specifically for that purpose.  

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,   
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”      Colossians 3:17 
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“Somewhere in the Middle” 

 “Just how close can I get, Lord, to my surrender, without losing all control?”  
 

Here I am, once again talking about a Casting Crowns song. I apologize, but this one is on my 
mind and for good reason. The song is titled Somewhere in the Middle, and speaks to the reality 
that we want to maintain control while surrendering to Jesus. Doesn't make sense, does it? Exact-
ly. The point of the song is that each point it makes contradicts itself. Here are the lyrics to part of 
the first verse to give you a good example: 
     “Somewhere between the hot and the cold. Somewhere between the new and the old. 
      Somewhere between who I am and who I used to be. Somewhere in the middle you'll 
      find me.” 
You cannot be hot and cold at the same time. You cannot be new and old at the same time. And, 
you cannot be who you are while also being who you used to be. It's one or the other. The prob-
lem is that we seem to live somewhere in the middle of those things, and it's that wishy-washy 
“riding the fence” faith that God despises. Instead of being hot in our faith, we are warm. Instead 
of being the new creation he has created us to be, we wallow in the mire of the middle, the medi-
ocre. In Revelation, the Church in Laodicea was warned about this kind of faith, Revelation 3:15-
16 says this: 
     “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were cold or hot. So,     
      because  you  are  lukewarm,  and  neither  hot  nor  cold, I   will  vomit  you  out  of  
     my mouth.” 
Vomit is disgusting, repugnant, reprehensible! To think that our middle of the way faith could 
make Jesus use the illustration of vomiting is truly sobering. This kind of faith is nothing new. In 
the Old Testament this kind of wishy-washy middle of the way faith was commonly used by the 
Israelites. As they worshipped the false god Baal, they continued to make sacrifices to the Lord. 
We look at this sort of idolatry in wonder, but is it just how we live our lives today? We must seek 
to have sincere and genuine faith in Christ, as exemplified by Timothy as Paul writes to him in 2 
Timothy 1. Listen to the heartfelt way Paul talks about Timothy's faith, and compare it to your 
own. Are you this sincere in your love for Jesus? 2 Timothy 1:3-7 says this: 
     “I  thank  God,  whom  I  serve as my  forefathers  did, with  a pure  conscience.   How 
      unceasing is my memory of you in  my petitions, night and day longing to see you, re-   
      membering  your tears,  that I may  be  filled with  joy;  having  been reminded of the   
      sincere faith that is in you, which lived first in your grandmother Lois, and your mother 
      Eunice, and, I am persuaded, in you also. For this cause, I remind you that you should 
      stir up the gift of God which is  in you  through the  laying on of  my hands.  For  God  
     didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control.” 
Is my faith genuine and sincere towards Christ? Is my surrender real? Have I waved the white flag 
only to take it down once it means I have to truly follow the command of my new King? “Just how 
close can I get, Lord, to my surrender, without losing all control?” We know control and surrender 
don't go along with one another, they can't, so we end up in the middle, allowing God to control 
the parts we are ok with, and death gripping the parts we will never give up. When will we truly 
learn to surrender, and stop living in the middle? When we stop living in the middle, we can finally 
live where we are supposed to be, in the center of His will.  
     “Lord, I know You're in this place, and I know You're by my side, loving me  
      even on these nights, when I'm caught in the middle.” 
 
For His Glory Alone, 

Zach Long 
BeRomans12 



 

FAMILY MATTERS 
We rejoice . . . As Jackie Mathis came forward on Sunday, Dec. 4th professing her faith 
in our Lord and Savior and was baptized by her Grandfather, Ed Barr. She is the daughter 
of Mike and Mandie. Jackie is a 4th grader at Minerva Elementary. Their address is 13780 
Liberty Church St., Minerva, OH  44657 
  
    “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.”   Mark 15:10 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2023 

CARDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Mrs. Sandy Russell 
42933 St. Rt. 39 

Wellsville, OH  43968 
 

Mrs. Dorothy Birney 
913 S. Grant Blvd. 

Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Pat Houze 
411 Murray Ave. 

Minerva, OH  44657 

Mr. Fred Shields 
c/o Woodlawn 

2821 Woodlawn Ave. NW 
Room 138 

Canton, OH  44708 
 

Mrs. Evelyn Baker 
8301 Kensington Rd. NE 

East Rochester, OH  44625 
 

Mrs. Connie Morris 
205 Scranton 

Minerva, OH  44657 
 

Mrs. Betty McIntosh 
16621 Lisbon St. NE 
Minerva, OH  44657 

 

 
 

“THE CURSE TABLET” MT. EBAL 

 

Dr. Scott Stripling serves as Provost and Di-
rector of the Archaeology Institute at The Bi-
ble Seminary in Katy, Texas. Stripling is the 
Director of Excavations for the Associates for 
Biblical Research at ancient Shiloh (2017-
present). Previously, Stripling directed the 
ABR excavations at Khirbet el-Maqatir, served 
as Field Supervisor at Tall el-Hammam in Jor-
dan, and as supervisor of the Temple Mount 
Sifting Project in Jerusalem. 



 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! MACS is back in session after our Christmas break. 
We had great celebrations with our Christmas programs last month. 
Our students were able to perform for their families and friends and 
it was a great time of worship celebrating the birth of our Savior. 
Our students also took part in a service project where they donated 
socks to the Salvation Army’s Christmas program. Thank you to all 

who donated! Our annual Jolly Jingle race was held on December 10th. We had 20 
participants who ran in the race. We were able to raise over $1,500 for the school.  
 

This month, MACS will be kicking off our enrollment campaign for next school year. 
If you know any interested families, please have them call our office at 
330.868.5728 or visit our website, minervaareachristianchool.org. God has blessed 
us with growth in our ministry over the past year and we want to continue to reach 
new families in the area to be a part of our community.  
 

We ask that you pray for the school during this time as we prepare and plan for 
next  school year. If you would like to donate to MACS,  you can do so by visiting, 
https://donorbox.org/macs-fund. We thank you for your continued support of our 
school and the amazing opportunity we have to offer a Christ-Centered education.  
 

Upcoming Events  
MACS Board Meeting January 17 at 5:15 pm 

 

“The Lord bless you 
    and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 

MINERVA AREA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

https://donorbox.org/macs-fund
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We are beginning a new study.  
Please plan to join us  
Tuesdays @ 7:30 pm  

We are collecting old eyeglasses 
to donate to “Cross Eyed Mis-
sion”. This is a mission founded 

by Dr. Brady Kail of Waynesburg Vision. 
There is a basket on the information table to 
place any glasses.  

 JANUARY CALENDAR 

Jan. 8 - 24/7 Youth Group @ FCC 5 - 7 pm 

Jan. 8 - Evening Bible Study @ 6 pm 

Jan. 9 - General Board Meeting 7:30 pm 

Jan. 10 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

Jan. 10 - Home Dept. Meeting 7:00 pm 

Jan. 10 - Ladies Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 12 - ASX 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

Jan. 15 - 24/7 Youth Group @ FCC 5 - 7 pm 

Jan. 15 - Evening Bible Study @ 6 pm 

Jan. 16 - No School - Office Closed 

Jan. 17 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

Jan. 17 - Ladies Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 19 - ASX 3:30 - 5:00 pm 

Jan. 22 - 24/7 Youth Group @ FCC 5 - 7 pm 

Jan. 22 - Evening Bible Study @ 6 pm 

Jan. 24 - FLIP @ FCC 6:30 - 7:30 pm  

Jan. 24 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

Jan. 24 - Ladies Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Jan. 29 - 24/7 Youth Group @ FCC 5 - 7 pm 

Jan. 29 - Evening Bible Study @ 6 pm 

Jan. 31 - FLIP @ FCC 6:30 - 7:30 pm  

Jan. 31 - 24/7 Bible Study @ FCC 7-8:30 pm 

Jan. 31 - Ladies Bible Study 7:30 pm 

Feb. 2 - ASX 3:30—5:00 pm 

Feb. 3 - Red Cross Blood Mobile 12 - 6 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL BOARD MEETING 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

January General Board Meeting  
will be on  

Monday, Jan. 9th  
@ 7:30 pm. 

 

Each month our Deacon’s 

Pantry distributes food and 

some paper products to 15 - 

20 families.  If you are able 

to pick up a few non-

perishable items to  donate it 

would be greatly appreciated.  

Some of the items we need are: tuna, 

soups, canned vegetables, fruit, ramen 

peanut butter, mac & cheese, pasta & 

sauce, saltine crackers. Monetary dona-

tions are always welcome. Our next distri-

bution will be on Thursday, Jan. 19th 9 - 

10:30 am. If you are able to help see Jay 

Harsh. 

DEACONS PANTRY 

EYE GLASS DONATIONS 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

                           Dec. 4       Dec. 11       Dec. 18       Dec. 25      

Worship Service      140            142             136             140                                                      

Bible School             66              62              60              n/a                       

PRAYER LIST 

 

Military: CSM Jesse Clark; Special Forces 
Captain Isaac Graham,; Thomas E. 
Greathouse, Jr.;   Mitchell Greer; Timothy 
Reed; Sgt. Kurt Warrick Please let us 
know about Military updates/
corrections. 

NOVEMBER GIVING:   
General Fund                                                                                    
Building Fund          
Mission Fund 
                                  
YTD as of 11/30/2022 
General Fund given for budget 
Gen. Fund Budgeted Expenses          
General Fund actual expenses                        

SPECIAL FUND BALANCES 
 AS OF NOVEMBER 30th 

$2,366 
$103 

$1,115 
$606 
$813 

$5,500 
$45,507        
$5,960       

$20,236 
$113 

Vehicle/Bus            
Coffee Spot            
Missions           
Deacons                        
Landscaping                
Audio/Visual            
Kid’s Corner Renovation   
HS/MS Trips  
Building 
YES Ministry  

$21,204 
$990 

$6,369 

$107,080 
$150,769 
$149,840   

Christa Archer  
Alice & Gary Archer 
Kassadee Archer 
Bill & Linda Becknell 
Ellie Bender 
Dorothy Birney 
Arlene Brown 
Lillie Brown 
Shirley Catlett 
Marcy Childester 
Don Clapper 
Lora Crabtree 
Donna Dennis 
Carol George 
Janet Greathouse 
Mary Jo Hardman 
Bob Hetherington 
Todd Hetherington 
Pat Houze 
Lee Iden 
Nancy Kibler  
Rory King 
Herb & Pat Lowery 
Nancy Marquis 
Dolores McCully 
Shea Mitchell 
Connie Morris 
Sheila Murray 
Roger Patterson 
Eric Prowe 
Martha Prowe 
Sandy Russell 
Kathy Schmucker 
Gary & Carol Schotts  
Kathy Shaw 
Don Shields 
Fred Shields 
Jeremiah Ward 



 Church 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

Celebration  10:15 am 
Sunday School   9:00 am 
Sunday Evening   6:00 pm 

  

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 pm 
Monday-Friday 

          330-868-4151  

 
 
 

Staff 
 

Jason Jackson 
Lead Minister 
Cell: 740-294-7664 
Home: 330-868-4484 
Jason.jacksonmfcc@gmail.com 
 
Zach Long 
Associate/Youth Minister 
330-417-4834 
zlong7@yahoo.com 
 
MFCC Office 
330-868-4151 
minervafcc@hotmail.com 

 
 

Minerva Area Christian School 
330-868-5728 
fccmacs@hotmail.com 
 
MACS Administrator 
Mr. Chris Stoffer 
330-936-5723 
Stoffer.chris@yahoo.com 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
300 West Lincoln Way       
Minerva, Ohio  44657 

 
 
 

Minerva First Christian Church  

MinervaFCC.com 

January 6, 2023 

 Jan. 8 Jan. 15 Jan. 22 Jan. 29 

Comm. 
Medita-

tion 

Bruce 
Doppelheuer 

Nate 
Oberly 

Dave 
Bush 

Mike 
Fountain 

Ushers 
John  

George 
Mike  

Fountain 
Bill 

Shaw 
Chip  
Syme  

 
Deacon-

esses 

Trish Bush 
& 

Kasie 
Hogue 

Trish Bush 
& 

Kasie 
Hogue 

Trish Bush 
& 

Kasie  
Hogue 

Trish Bush 
& 

Kasie  
Hogue 

Shut-In 
Teams 

Dave 
Seibert 

& 
Ed Barr 

Kenny  
Hoopes & 

John 
George 

Jay Harsh 
& 

Matt Jones 

Matt Zahn 
& 

John Long 

1  Linda Sahli 
      Dan Toalston 
 
7    David Seibert 
 
10  Lou Ann Sell 
 
11  Marjorie Warrick 
 
12  Ken Hoopes 
 
18  Brent Brown 
 
21  Trish Bush 
      Mandie Mathis 

22  Lynn & Patty Morgan    
                       29 years 
 
25  Mindi Chambers 
      Ralph McCully 
      Ralph & Delores McCully 
                       15 year 
 
26  Barbara Palmer   
                        96 years  
 
29  Jean Cogan 
      Helen Truex 
 
30  Sally Shaw 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
&  

ANNIVERSARIES 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS! 

minervafcc.com
http://minervafcc.com/

