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Motivated By God’s Glory 
I greatly enjoyed the years I helped coach the varsity boy’s basketball 

team for our local Christian school! One of the things we constantly 

focused on was cutting down on the number of “turnovers”— giving up 

the ball to your opponent because of a bad pass, a double dribble, or 

some other violation. Our mantra was:  “Every PASS counts! Every SHOT 

counts! Every DRIBBLE counts!” The ultimate goal was to win more games 

& it’s hard to win when you keep giving the ball away to your opponent! 

So, what does a “win” look like, if following Jesus is the goal? To the 

Church of Corinth, Paul wrote:  “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do everything for God’s glory” 1 Cor. 10:31. To use the  

basketball analogy, Paul is saying that a “turnover” occurs whenever we 

do anything that FAILS to bring glory to God! And, a “win” happens 

whenever God is glorified! Someone said it like this:  “When someone or 

something evidences the reality of God’s existence, that revealing is God’s glory. 

We don’t see God; we see the evidence that He has been at work; we see His 
glory.” So, glory is like a “trail” that evidences that God had been there; 

that, He has been at work! It’s like His “supernatural signature.”  That’s 

what Moses saw, in Exodus 33,  when he asked God for permission to 

see His glory. He couldn’t look upon God; or, he’d die, God said! So, God 

showed him his “back”; or, literally where God had been; or, His “trail.” 

Here’s the application we take from Paul’s admonition to the Corinthian 

believers:  we will see the glory of God; or, the evidence of His presence; 

or, His supernatural signature, on our churches, in the changed lives of 

our members! Changed lives— that’s the proof that God has been 

there! Lives that do everything with a passion for God’s glory! And, we 

can’t manufacture that! We can’t produce changed lives! Only lives,    

under the influence of God’s Holy Spirit, will live for God’s glory rather 

than for self-glory! God’s glory isn’t present where ministry is done “in 

the flesh”— leaning on our own understanding! It’s worldly wisdom that 

says, “God helps those that help themselves.” You won’t find that anywhere 

in the Bible! That’s man’s glory, not God’s! God reveals His glory through 

us as we yield to Him & His wisdom! We leave room for God to be    

glorified when we come to Him and say, “God, I’m just your little child down 

here & I don’t know what to do in this situation! I need you to lead me & 

guide me! Otherwise, I’ll just mess it up!” 

When It’s Not God’s Glory 

The more I get used to “walking in the Spirit”, the more terrified I become of doing anything, in my life, that’s not for 
God’s glory; for, His praise & honor! The opposite of His glory is “my glory”; and, that’s pride. God hates pride! “There 
are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to Him,” Proverbs says (6:16-19). And, what is #1 on 
the list? “A proud look.” Anything that looks like pride is an abomination to God! We need to pray that Christ’s Church 
would be motivated by a passion & a desire that our Sunday Worship services bring Him glory; that, our Small Group 
ministries shine forth His glory;  that anything and everything we do be bathed in prayer, with a God-honoring longing 
for God to be revealed in our cities and our nation! God is glorified when we make much of His preferences, plans & 
program!  

The MBC Weekly 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 8th 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 

Greeters this week: 

Justin Taylor Sunday Night 
 1st— D. Mastbergen Thursday PM:             
        Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Justin Taylor Sunday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                       

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 

 

  

          

 

 

 

Announcements 

 Bible Read-It-Through: Read 
through the Bible in 2023! 
Reading schedules at the 
Welcome Desk! 

 Looking For A Good Christian 
Biography? Consider R. C. 
Sproul: A Life by Stephen J. 
Nichols 

Small Groups @ MBC 
 
 

Are Gatherings of 6-12 Peo-
ple That Meet With The 

Goal Of Knowing & Experi-
encing God,  

In Community, At A Deeper 
& More Intimate Level Than 
Can Be Accomplished Alone 

January 4, 2023 


