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Confirming The Messiah!  

 

Announcements 

 Bible “Read-It-Through”     
Available at the                     
Welcome Desk for FREE!     
Pick one up & get reading! 

 A Great Read: “Confronting 
Injustice Without                 
Compromising Truth”              
by Thaddeus J. Williams 

Are The Primary Means For 
Carrying Out “Pastoral Care” 

In The Body 
 

-Guide To: Small Group Ministry 
@ MBC 

Small Groups @ MBC 

So, how can we know if someone, 
claiming to be God’s Messiah, was 
authentic? Historical records reveal a 
3-step process that the Scribes and 
Pharisees used to investigate every 
Messianic claim. Just explore 
Matthew’s gospel— written           
specifically to a Jewish audience— 
and observe how this process played 
out with Jesus’ claims. First, they 
would begin to observe the Messian-
ic claims from afar! That’s precisely 
what we see in Matthew’s gospel. A 
delegation was assembled, by the 
religious leaders; and, they simply 
observed Jesus. Their only purpose, 
at the first, was to put together as 
much information as they could to 
determine if the claim was legitimate 
enough to advance to the 2nd step. 
The Messianic examination would 
continue with interrogations. At this 
point, the delegation was permitted 
to interview all bystanders; as well as 
the leaders in the movement; and, 
even the one claiming to be the  
Messiah.  We know, from the Jewish 
writings of the time, that the sages of 
Israel believed the Messiah would 
perform 3 specific miracles to        
validate His identity. Based on their 
understanding of certain Old         
Testament texts, it was believed that 
the Messiah would heal a leper; cast 
out a dumb demon; and, restore  
eyesight to a man born blind. So, 
when it was reported that Jesus had 
performed these miracles, the      

Is This Truly The Messiah? 

Sanhedrin sent the delegation to begin 
the interrogation process. From the 
time that Moses had received the Law, 
there had been no record of any Jew 
being cured of leprosy. God had cured 
Miriam of leprosy before the Law was 
given; and, Naaman, who was healed of 
leprosy, was a Gentile. So, the power to 
cleanse a Jew, of leprosy, was viewed as 
an act of God alone. So, when Matthew 
records Jesus’ healing of a leper, in 
chapter 8, there’s a reason Jesus says 
what He says:  “Reaching out His hand 
Jesus touched him, saying, ‘I am willing; 
be made clean.’ Immediately his disease 
was healed. Then Jesus told him, ‘See 
that you don’t tell anyone; but go, show 
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses prescribed, as a testimony to 
them.’”  This was nothing less than Je-
sus claiming to be the Messiah. The Law 
of Moses instructed anyone cured of 
leprosy to go to the priest to verify it. 
Jesus was responding to their             
interrogation by showing them the   
confirmation that they needed. In 
Matthew, chapter 12, it’s recorded that, 
“…a demon-possessed man who was 
blind and unable to speak was brought 
to Him. He healed him, so that the man 
could both speak and see” (v.22). Notice, 
from the text, how Matthew says Jesus 
found this man. It says he was 
“...brought to Him…” Many Bible schol-
ars believe that it was the religious dele-
gation themselves that brought this 
blind and mute man to Jesus as part of 
the observation & interrogation process. 

They were working to determine whether Jesus truly was the Messiah. That would also 
explain why the next verse says, “...the crowds were astounded & said, ‘Perhaps this is the 
Son of David’”; which, was a term the Jews used to reference the Messiah. The crowd 
would have been aware that Jesus was being examined by the religious leaders; so, they 
were taunting them, “Hey, did you see what He just did? Maybe this really is the Messiah.” 
So, Matthew records all three of Jesus’ Messianic miracles— He healed a leper; He cast 
out a dumb demon; and, He gave sight to a man born blind. But, despite all the evidence, 
the Sanhedrin, the Pharisees, the Scribes & the Elders, of the people, reject Him as     
Messiah. They concluded that “This man drives out demons only by Beelzebul, the ruler of 
the demons.” You and I must also come to a decision about Jesus! He is the spiritual    
lightning rod! The evidence is there! Will you believe it? 

“Greeting Team” 

For Sunday, January 9 
 Remember: Meet in the coat room            
@ 10:30 am for brief prayer & then go 
“welcome” people! NOTE: Keep an eye     
on the auditorium for those who slipped 
past! 
 
 

Greeters this week: 
Pastor Terry Monday Night 
 1st— Erickson Thursday PM:            

Jen Hagler Thursday PM 

 2nd— Terry Embke Monday Night;                  

 3rd—Randy Ehlers Sunday Night;                           

 4th—Curt Mastbergen Sunday Noon;       
Tackett Sunday Night 
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